What kind of car is a crossfire

The Chrysler Crossfire comes with a unique monochromatic look. Its sleek, modern
appearance, which is as distinct as the car itself, is given by a mono-tone Bright Silver Metallic
exterior point scheme. It is available as a coupe and as a roadster. The name Crossfire comes
as a reference to the distinctive character lines that run from front to rear through the body
sides. They create a surface that is upward facing as it passes over the rear fender, but they
cross mid-way through the door to form a downward facing surface as they reach the front
fender. Since this is the first car to be built after Chrysler merged with Daimler-Benz and it
shares elements from both houses, the name is a reference to their collaboration. A new set of
standard safety features for the Chrysler Crossfire includes a front passenger seat Occupant
Classification System OCS , a multi-stage driver front airbag, which is designed to deploy at
different levels depending on the severity of impact and a passenger seatbelt pretensioners and
constant force retractors, as well as knee airbag for both driver and passengers. Distinctive
lines and dynamic proportions are featured by the Chrysler Crossfire, as it is low-slung with
sculpted appearance. A retractable spotter designed into the rear of both Coupe and Roadster
versions activates when the car reaches 60 mph. Just behind the driver and passenger seats,
satin painted sport bars appear, to achieve a more dynamic look of the Crossfire Roadster. Its
rakish appearance is completed by the two race-inspired fairings integrated into the top of the
tonneau cover. From the bottom of the front fascia, a central spine runs through the grille, hood
and into the rear deck and fascia. This center spine shape appears to continue from the
instrument panel through the windshield and onto the hood, inspiring similar design cues in
other Chrysler brand vehicles. The metallic finish of the center console flows from the top of the
instrument panel through the center of the car to achieve a twin cockpit look. Throughout the
interior, satin silver accents are featured, including the doors, steering wheel and instrument
cluster. The Chrysler Crossfire is available with a new standard safety equipment, which include
a front passenger seat OCS, a multi-stage driver airbag designed to deploy at different levels,
depending on the severity of impact and a passenger front airbag. Also included are driver and
passenger seatbelt pretensioner and constant force retractors and airbags for both driver and
passenger. Dynamically measured, the Chrysler Crossfire Coupe has a body structure that is
twice as stiff as a Porsche Boxster and as stiff as a Porsche With this technical achievement,
the Crossfire Coupe demonstrates sedan-like ride comfort, without sacrificing the handling
characteristics that true sports cars require. The drivers will enjoy a tight, solid and quiet ride
with the exceptional body stiffness of The hp and lb-ft of torque at 3, rpm are delivered for both
Coupe and Roadster drivers by a 3. A standard ESP, designed to help drivers maintain control
during maneuvers and low traction conditions is included in the Chrysler Crossfire. On all
Chrysler Crossfire models, all-speed traction control is also standard. The standard four-wheel,
ABS with Brake Assist of the Crossfire Coupe and Roadster keep the vehicle straight and retain
steering capability when braking on slippery surfaces, by preventing wheel lockup. The Z
features a larger engine 3. I have a White Crossfire. I fell in lust with it from the time I first seen
it. The manual 6 speed transmission is a little sluggish. Everyone has to stare as you pass by
Just ask for Tim Mitchell owner. I own a Limited and strongly recommend Chrysler add two
improvements; a 6 way adjustable passenger seat and climate control. In the class the Crossfire
is competing these are not options. I live in Ohio and i have a black limited CrossFire coupe i
have never in joyed a car as much as i do my cross fire. Thank you Chrysler and Mercedes for
the hottest sexyest sleakest most beautyful two seater on the road great job I truely love my
car.. I never thought you could have this great of a realation ship with a car.. Just one question
for anyone willing to answer. Where in the world do you put that much oil? Someone please tell
me that they are paying the same or nearly the same amount? Any takers? I live in Northeast WI
and when I bought this car over two years ago there were none around. A few people fell in love
with the car and got their own but there are still very few of these cars around here. Everyone
asks what kind of a car it is and I am proud to tell them that it is the love child of the Americans
and the Germans. Perfect 10 on this automobile. Need to go get her ready for hibernation now. If
this is true it is a crying shame. I still love driving my Have no intentions of trading it in for an It
is fun watching heads turn!! Those boys at chrysler realy should have made the hp. Is the
Crossfire going to be released in the U. Owning the Crossfire I was impatiently awaiting the to
appear. After viewing the video of the model, I think it is sleek, sporty and outstanding it its field
of sports cars. In a class of its own! Sorry Chrysler Your browser does not support HTML5
video. Cars Reviews Chrysler Coupe Sports cars. Andrew Coman. Read More. What do you
think? Car Finder:. Chrysler Crossfire. Competing Vehicles. Active filters:. About US. Contact
Us. Automotive journalist job. The Chrysler Crossfire is a rear-wheel drive , two-seat sports car
that was sold by Chrysler and built by Karmann of Germany for the to model years. The second
generation SLK was built on a new R platform starting in the model year; the R platform was
essentially handed down to Chrysler for use in building the Crossfire. Having initially arrived in

as a concept car styled by Eric Stoddard , [3] the Chrysler was further refined by Andrew Dyson
[4] before production began in for model year sales. The name "Crossfire" refers to the two
character lines that run from front to rear along the body sides â€” their crease directions cross
below the mirrors on the door panels. The Chrysler Crossfire concept car was introduced at the
North American International Auto Show and the production version unveiled at the Los
Angeles Auto Show as a model "is as faithful a translation from concept to production as any in
recent memory. We had to retain that. We want to polarize our audienceâ€”we want people to
love it or hate it. The Crossfire's visual presence includes a wide body raked over relatively
huge inch rear wheels and inch front wheels. Chrysler executed the interior and exterior styling.
All other elements of the car such as wheelbase , track, engine , transmission , chassis
structure, suspension components, are shared with the R platform. The dashboard layout,
controls and instruments are also similar to those on the Mercedes-Benz SLK The standard
transmission is a 6-speed manual with an optional 5-speed automatic. Base Standard and
Limited models, originally sold beginning in the model year, are equipped with a Mercedes-Benz
M 3. SRT-6 models came only with the 5-speed automatic transmission, consistent with AMG
cars of the same era. The 5-speed automatic transmission in the Crossfire known as 5G-Tronic
is also Mercedes sourced and a variant of the The automatic achieves a better EPA fuel
efficiency rating over the 6MT, mostly due to the difference in gear ratios. Unlike most cars of its
time, the Crossfire does not use a rack and pinion steering system; instead, it utilizes a
recirculating ball system as employed on the donor R platform. Optional features on the
Chrysler Crossfire included an automatic transmission, a six-speaker premium Infinity sound
system with two "subwoofers" mounted directly behind each seat, a CD-based GPS
navigational system, exterior paint colors, and additional interior color choices. The original
contract with Karmann to build the Crossfire was for about five years with an annual sales
target of 20, units in the United States. A small number of Crossfires were imported to the
United States and Mexico for and almost all of these were roadsters. Chrysler discontinued the
Crossfire after the model year, as part of its restructuring plans. For the first model year , only
the coupe was offered with no trim levels , equipped quite similarly to the next year's Limited
model. In model year , there were two models available; Coupe and Roadster, each with three
trim levels: Base with fewer amenities , Limited, and SRT-6 supercharged. Base Crossfire
models, both Coupe and Roadster, have black painted windshield frames, black filler plugs in
place of fog-lights in the front fascia, and fabric seats with separate, movable headrests. Limited
and SRT-6 models, both Coupe and Roadster, all have silver painted windshield frames and are
equipped with fog lights. The Limited has leather upholstery. All Base and Limited Crossfire
models included an electronic wing on the back hatch that would go up at about 65 mph and
comes back down at 45 mph. The wing had a manual switch to raise it and lower it at any speed.
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The Crossfire is powered by a punchy 3. A supercharged version was added in With its
outdated steering system handling feels neither precise nor sporty. Tenacious tire grip adds
security, though. The ride is stiff, and there's too much wind noise. Besides that, the interior is
cramped, and visibility is poor. Chrysler dropped the Crossfire after the model year. Whether
you're on a daily drive or a long road trip, these 10 are standouts. What this recall means to you
and what actions you should take. Who Owns Which Car Brands? A road map to auto industry
ownership and partnerships. Latest Chrysler Videos. Ready to Shop Local Inventory? Select
Another Vehicle. Make a Donation Newsletters Give a Gift. You no longer have digital access to
ratings and reviews. There were a few good developments that came out of the marriage
between Mercedes and Chrysler. For instance, the Chrysler LX platform was developed using a
chassis from the Mercedes E-Class, and is still used today on all of those awesome Hellcat
models. The Daimler Chrysler partnership produced some winners, but one of our favorite
creations from this American-German partnership was deemed a failure. Daimler Chrysler
dissolved back in , and the two companies went their separate ways. Mercedes went crazy,
sticking an AMG badge on almost every single model, and Chrysler went equally mad sticking a
horsepower V8 into its cars under new Fiat ownership. Before the two companies broke up, the
Germans and Americans teamed up to build a sports car: the Chrysler Crossfire. The car
debuted for the model year, and it was a bit disappointing. Buyers could chose between a
five-speed automatic or six-speed manual, both mated to a lackluster Mercedes M E32 V6
sending hp and lb-ft of torque to the rear wheels. Despite the lack of power, mph with the
six-speed manual was a rather respectable 6. In , Chrysler introduced a much hotter version
called the SRT-6, along with a prettier convertible variant. The 3. Though the Corvette may have
been faster when it left the factory, the supercharged layout of the Crossfire left it open for
tuning. Tuned Crossfires can be something of a drag strip sleeper. Even though we have a soft
spot for the Crossfire, it didn't live up to Chrysler's sales expectations and was killed off after
selling fewer than 2, units in All told, a little over 76, Crossfires were sold in both
right-hand-drive and left-hand-drive markets. Chrysler's loss is your gain, because used
examples are now extremely cheap. These are decent options if you like to row your own gears,
but the SRT-6 is the far superior car. If you simply don't like the way the Crossfire looks, or feel
ashamed to drive something with a Chrysler badge on it, you can simply opt for the Mercedes
SLK. The SLK may be slightly older, but the prices are in line with those of the Crossfire.
Though these cars are cheap, it is important to remember that they are old and German. Don't
say we didn't warn you, but maintaining an old German car isn't for the feint of heart. Neither car
is what we would call upscale on the inside, as even the Mercedes wouldn't pass for luxurious
by standards. The Chrysler features a bunch of silver plastic that can wear badly, but nice
examples with clean interiors aren't difficult to find. No matter which car you choose, the SRT-6
or the AMG, you'll be getting a supercharged sports car with over hp, which can be tuned to be
a great sleeper. Neither car was perfect, but that is precisely why they are so affordable today.
Add first comment. Related Used Cars for Sale. Used Chrysler For Sale. Now Buzzing. Industry
News. What's Hot. Model Overview. Test Drive. Login Sign Up. Popular Tags. By Make. By Car
Type. By Price. The Chrysler Crossfire was a two-door, two-seat coupe or convertible built from
the to model years. The Crossfire gave Chrysler a much-needed sportscar to liven up its
practical lineup, and from its debut as a concept car to production, its dazzling, Art
Deco-inspired look won better reviews even than the SLK itself. Distinctive and delightful, the
Crossfire's almost anachronistic styling followed perfectly on the Audi TT and its yesteryear
influences. The cabin wasn't so much of a success, though, rendered as it was in lots of
silver-painted plastic. Powertrains were passed down from the SLK as well. In the first year, the
only powertrain was a 3. It could be paired with either a five-speed automatic or a six-speed
manual. The rear-drive Crossfire rode on a Handling was fairly tame, at least in base form,
thanks to a double-wishbone independent suspension. Critics complained of slow steering, but
the Crossfire had good ride quality for a car riding on its short wheelbase. The Crossfire wasn't
very practical, with a snug cockpit and just 7. The issue was more pronounced in the roadster,
which arrived for the model year; its trunk only held 3. All Crossfires had stability control,
traction control, and options for high-end features such as a navigation system. Chrysler paid
little attention to the Crossfire through the and model years, and for good reason: the company
had shed its alliance with Daimler AG, parent of Mercedes-Benz, and had been acquired by
venture capital fund Cerberus. By Cerberus was looking for its own exit, and Chrysler was
headed to bankruptcy. By the model year, the horsepower Crossfire SRT6 version had gone
away, and after , so had the Crossfire itself, after cutting such a distinctive figure for the
company. Subaru Tesla Toyota Volkswagen Volvo. Research By Category Body Style. Start a
Loan Request Form Today! Used Cars. By Make. New Pacifica. Used Aspen. Crossfire PT
Cruiser. Chrysler Crossfire Research. Research Crash Tests Recalls Inventory. Editorial

Director. Chrysler added a high-performance Crossfire SRT6 to the lineup for also; with
supercharging, its V-6 made a much more interesting hp, which made handling much more
interesting too, in spite of brake and suspension upgrades and other tweaks. However, the
SRT6 was only available with a five-speed automatic. Stay up-to-date. Get email updates about
this model, including new reviews, price changes, new incentive and rebates. Get Email
Updates. I agree to receive emails from The Car Connection. I understand that I can unsubscribe
at any time. Privacy Policy. We will notify you when reviews, news, and incentives are released
for this vehicle. Tell us your own ratings for a vehicle you own. Rate your car on Performance,
Safety, Features and more. August 18, Overall Rating. Was this review helpful to you? All Rights
Reserved. Stock photography by izmo, Inc. Read our Cookie Policy. To be sure, the Crossfire
does look good. The car's name is also an unintentional pun about DaimlerChrysler; in the days
since the merger, executives have been regularly mowed down by crossfire between Stuttgart
and Detroit. Maybe he thought the money should be used to induce more people to buy
Crossfires. Meanwhile, the dandy-dressed Crossfire, which shares both skeleton and muscle
with the first-generation Mercedes-Benz SLK roadster , is the first Chrysler product to attain the
performance-enhancing SRT label, heretofore bestowed only on Dodges. Highs: Looks sweet
on the street, supercharger dispels past power complaints, new legs love track work. Buyers
who prefer a quick quarter-mile served with essence of tire smoke have approved of the hp
pickup and hp subcompact in fact, various Mopar bolt-on kits will bump the SRT-4's
horsepower all the way to These first vehicles have given the SRT moniker a reputation for
delivering the real deal. Criminally, no manual is offered in the SRT We have written that the
base Crossfire has eye-snaring looks and pleasing handling but an engine at least 50
horsepower short of the boiling point. The SRT mods are substantial, as is the price increase.
Blown, the V-6 makes horsepower and pound-feet of torque, a twistability increase of 81
pound-feet. And there are only more pounds of curb weight in all for the coupe to haul. Shorn of
its decorative plastic sombrero, this Mercedes engine would look more familiar. So the
Crossfire SRT-6 is the last customer of a very nice hand-me-down. There's been considerable
pumping up of the Crossfire's suspension as well. The spring rates have been stiffened almost
50 percent in the front and 42 percent in the rear, and jounce and rebound rates in the shocks
have been firmed up to match. The front brake rotors grow 1. There's more zoot in the
Crossfire's '40s-streamline styling with special-to-SRT wheels, 18 inches in front, 19 in the rear.
The spoke count in the wheels has been upped from seven to Peeking over the rims is the thin
trace of the new low-profile Michelin Pilot Sport PS2 multicompound summer rubber
Continental all-season tires are an option. You'll find a jack and a can of tire sealer, but no
spare. The square jaw gets a bit squarer with a revised front-bumper fascia. Replacing the base
car's motorized rear spoiler is a fixed wing that wraps around the fastback and is etched with
the same boat-deck dimples as the hood. It clutters the tail and raises a question: If the base
Crossfire's deploying spoiler provides enough stability for its mph top speed, why does the SRT
need a gaudy whale fluke to go ? The cockpit gets by with minimal changes, including a mph
speedo and Alcantara pseudo-suede trim on the buckets that is embroidered with an SRT-6
logo. Hence, a few complaints about the Crossfire cabin remain, including over-the-shoulder
blind spots, a tight cabin for six-footers, no steering-wheel rake adjustment, and a dinky
8-cubic-foot trunk with nothing to tie down the goods. Lows: Vision-blurring ride, no manual
available, blind spots will hide a Scenicruiser. A mph run now swiffs by in 5. That car ran the
quarter in The SRT-6 posts a Whether it's the next green light down the avenue or the gap
between two rigs guarding the freeway merge lane, "up there" is "right here" much sooner in an
SRT Even so, polite manners govern the powertrain. The throttle response and the automatic
gear selections are smoothly keyed to your pedal inputs. If you like, pilot the SRT-6 all day
without ever getting into the fat end of the powerâ€”let the Starbucks get cold in the one cup
holder, and it won't slosh if you're careful. More thrust doesn't equate to more noise, either. The
decibel measurements at idle and wide open throttle, 46 and 78, respectively, are not low by
luxury-car standards, but they are virtually identical to those of the base Crossfire. A
supercharger that is felt but not heard runs on sophisticated engineering. Fancy multilink
arrangements in the wheel wells strike a contrast to a medieval recirculating-ball steering box
that deadens wheel feedback from the driver. The base Crossfire is no lubberly pig, but the SRT
deckhands have pulled in any slack and reprogrammed the stability-control software to tolerate
more friskiness. Speedy steering reflexes, stable footing through the corners, and dependable
reserves of grip from the monster tires 0. Braking distances likewise shrank. Clamped into full
ABS, the four discs supply a stop from 70 mph in feet, a few feet shorter than the base
Crossfire. Better yet, the brake-pedal swing is packed with adjustability, and it fades little, even
with torturous use. We love cars that handle, but so much suspension resistance on such a
short wheelbase means trouble. The SRT-6 hops its way up sectioned concrete freeways like a

malfunctioning lowrider. It crashes heavily on railroad grades and fraying pavement. It shivers
over the minutest cuts and crevices, the stout tire sidewalls transmitting all their energy
through the stiff springs and into the rigid body. What works on track day makes life miserable
every other day. And there the SRT-6 creates a conundrum. No doubt Chrysler's hot-rod group
has extracted a serious performance car from a fashion accessory. But with no manual
transmission available and a reputation as a too-cute coupe, the Crossfire may never appeal to
hard-cores who live for the next apex, especially when it's priced in Corvette and BMW M3
territory. And the Crossfire's current constituency may never put up with having their
pompadours viciously rattled with every trip down the driveway. The Verdict: Everything we
wished for and some things we wish we hadn't. Car magazines may howl, but
Chryslerâ€”having fixed the power deficit and added better brakes and stylingâ€”should rethink
the SRT-6's suspension and relax it for easier boulevard work. True, the company expects to
build only a couple thousand SRT-6s a year. But the corporate crossfire may be a little less
deadly if this model actually sells. The local Mercedes salesmen must be doing a slow burn now
that the SRT-6 version of the Crossfire is going to hit the streets. The Crossfire has always been
rakishly good-looking, with taut, sporty handling, but it needed more power under the hood to
make it truly exciting. That's all been fixed by the supercharger and its extra horsepower. The
sales guys at the Chrysler store now have a great-looking coupe, or convertible, that runs like a
sprinter and costs two to six grand less than the Benz products. One word of advice to
Chrysler: Lose the big wing on the back. It's tacky-looking, and it only muddles the Crossfire's
sleek and elegant profile. Cult-car alert! Twenty years from now, the SRT-6 will be one of those
scarce machines that will command a prominent location at concours across the country. Just
consider its exotic concept-car-derived styling, its Mercedes-based mechanical bones, and its
outstanding acceleration, handling, and braking. Unfortunately, although the SRT-6's
performance neatly splits the difference between a Z and a Corvette C5, its sticker price is near
the Vette's. Furthermore, this performance comes only with an automatic gearbox. Customers
attracted to this feature will not likely appreciate the SRT's firm ride. In other words, the SRT-6
is destined to be a rare bird. I want to know what happened to the 19 horsepower that didn't
make the jump over to Chrysler's SRT Just because the engine isn't in a Mercedes, it
automatically has to lose power? The SRT-6's horsepower is nothing to sneeze at, but stomp on
the accelerator through the kickdown switch, and it just doesn't fly at other cars' rear ends the
way the SLK32 did. Perhaps it was the larger wheels, or the green engine in our test car, but
with the rest of the vehicle so uncompromised, you don't expect to make any concessions. New
Cars. Buyer's Guide. Type keyword s to search. Today's Top Stories. The Best Sedans of Best
EVs and Hybrids of Best Pickup Trucks of Best Minivans and Vans of Best Station Wagons of
View Photos. Bill Delaney Car and Driver. From the August issue of Car and Driver. More on the
Crossfire. Expand Collapse. This content is created and maintained by a third party, and
imported onto this page to help users provide their email addresses. You may be able to find
more information about this and similar content at piano. Advertisement - Continue Reading
Below. More From Instrumented Tests. Click on the buttons below to read more about the
typical problems that fall outside the scope of routine maintenance. The soft top roof is
operated by seven hydraulic actuators, powered by a hydraulic pump. Your two biggest
concerns are hydraulic system issues mainly leaks and weather intrusion fancy name for a
leaking roof. Things to check regarding the roof:. Check for any dampness in the footwells and
carpets. Check in the boot too. Check the condition of the roof seals. Ideally, they should be
lubricated regularly â€” ask the previous owner about it. Check if the level of hydraulic fluid is
correct. Get the car up to 60 mph with the roof closed and listen for excessive wind noise. Take
the car to a high pressure touchless car wash and see if any water gets inside the cabin or the
boot. Accident-free history is important for a convertible. This is critical for a hardtop but also
important for a soft top convertible. The hydraulic rams last only so long before the seals
deteriorate and start leaking 15 years reliably at most as I see it. There are seven hydraulic
cylinders. The OEM rams are expensive but there are companies that sell reconditioned units.
Also, you can buy just the seals and replace them yourself advanced DIY. It may be reliable, but
the soft top roof is still a complex piece of machinery, and many small things may at some point
require fixing or adjusting. Convertible roof. Its design may be a bit dated but the R is
well-engineered and reliable. Despite being a commercial failure due to poor sales, the Chrysler
Crossfire is a decent car with no major flaws. Corrosion was the biggest problem with the R and
other Mercedes-Benz cars produced between and Luckily, the Crossfire is an improvement in
this area. The timing chains in these engines are generally reliable, but they will not last forever.
This section contains Chrysler Crossfire specifications. You will also find technical information
regarding the engines used in these cars. Press the buttons below to display the specs and
engine technical details. Petrol engines - technical details. These are the original wheel sizes
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dampness in the footwells and carpets. Look for any hydraulic fluid leaks. Listen for squeaking
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