Vw jetta thermostat replacement

The thermostat on a Volkswagen Jetta opens and closes depending on the temperature of the
coolant. When the thermostat fails, it gets stuck in either an open or a closed position. Either
way, the coolant will store too much heat, and the engine could overheat as a result. If your
Jetta seems to be overheating, one affordable option is to replace the thermostat. The
thermostat is inexpensive, and replacing it is a straightforward procedure that you can do
yourself using basic tools and materials. Park the Jetta on level ground and allow the engine to
cool down completely. Lift the hood and prop it open. Take off the radiator cap with your hand.
Put the large drain pan under the radiator and open up the drain valve on the base of the
radiator with your hand. Tighten the valve once all of the coolant has drained. Locate the
thermostat housing on the front of the engine block, connected to one of the radiator hoses.
Pull the thermostat and its O-ring out of the housing. Install the replacement O-ring in the
thermostat housing by hand. Start the engine. Turn the heater to its highest setting and run the
Jetta until the temperature gauge reaches the halfway mark of the gauge. Let the engine cool for
at least two hours. Remove the radiator cap. Add any necessary coolant to the system. Reattach
the radiator cap and close the hood. Russell Wood is a writer and photographer who attended
Arizona State University. He has been building custom cars and trucks since , including several
cover vehicles. In Wood started a career as a writer, and since then he has dedicated his
business to writing and photographing cars and trucks, as well as helping people learn more
about how vehicles work. Step 1 Park the Jetta on level ground and allow the engine to cool
down completely. Step 2 Locate the thermostat housing on the front of the engine block,
connected to one of the radiator hoses. Step 3 Install the replacement O-ring in the thermostat
housing by hand. The thermostat on your Volkswagen helps the engine keep operating at a
predetermined temperature for best fuel economy and engine performance. However, the
thermostat mechanism wears down after months of use and subsequently fails. If stuck in the
closed position, the thermostat will not allow coolant to circulate, causing the engine to heat up
dangerously; if stuck in the open position, the engine will never reach proper operating
temperature, causing fuel consumption and poor engine performance. In either case, the
thermostat must be replaced. Raise the front of your Volkswagen with a floor jack and support it
on two jack stands. Detach the insulation tray from the bottom of the radiator using a ratchet
and socket, if your particular model is equipped with one. Open the radiator drain valve and
drain the coolant. Then close the drain valve. Follow the lower radiator hose toward the engine
and loosen the hose clamp at the flange attached to the engine. Use a screwdriver, slip joint
pliers or ratchet and socket, depending on the type of clamp used on your particular model.
Remove the two mounting screws from the radiator hose flange using a ratchet and socket. Set
the new thermostat in place. Make sure the spring points toward the engine. Set the thermostat
flange in place and start the two mounting bolts by hand. Then tighten the bolts using the
ratchet and socket. Attach the lower radiator hose to the flange and tighten the hose clamp
using the screwdriver, slip joint pliers or ratchet and socket. Fill the coolant reservoir with 40
percent anti-freeze and 60 percent water up to the upper line or the MAX mark on the reservoir
tank. Start the engine and run it at rpm for 3 minutes. Then let it idle until the cooling fan comes
on and turn off the engine. Open the reservoir cap carefully using a shop rag and release the
steam. Add more coolant mixture to bring the level up to the upper line or MAX mark again. As
you operate the vehicle, keep checking the coolant level at the reservoir and add more until the
level stays at the upper line or MAX mark with the engine cool. Since Dan Ferrell has
contributed general and consumer-oriented news to television and the Web. His work has
appeared in Texas, New Mexico and Miami and on various websites. How to Change the
Thermostat in a Volkswagen 2. Step 1 Remove the cap from the coolant reservoir. Step 2 Raise
the front of your Volkswagen with a floor jack and support it on two jack stands. Step 3 Detach
the insulation tray from the bottom of the radiator using a ratchet and socket, if your particular
model is equipped with one. Step 4 Place a catch pan underneath your Volkswagen radiator.
Step 5 Open the radiator drain valve and drain the coolant. Step 6 Follow the lower radiator hose
toward the engine and loosen the hose clamp at the flange attached to the engine. Step 7
Remove the two mounting screws from the radiator hose flange using a ratchet and socket.
Detach the flange from the engine, O-ring and thermostat. Step 1 Set the new thermostat in
place. Step 2 Place a new thermostat O-ring. Step 3 Set the thermostat flange in place and start
the two mounting bolts by hand. Step 4 Attach the lower radiator hose to the flange and tighten
the hose clamp using the screwdriver, slip joint pliers or ratchet and socket. Step 5 Lower the
vehicle. Step 6 Fill the coolant reservoir with 40 percent anti-freeze and 60 percent water up to
the upper line or the MAX mark on the reservoir tank. Step 7 Replace the cap on the coolant
reservoir. Step 8 Start the engine and run it at rpm for 3 minutes. Haynes; Floor jack and two
jack stands Ratchet and socket Catch pan Screwdriver or slip joint pliers if necessary New
thermostat O-ring New anti-freeze Shop rag. If you're fortunate to own a Volkswagen Jetta with

a 2. You have likely modified your engine with power adders like a high flow cold air intake or a
larger free flowing exhaust. These add on parts will make your Jetta run faster but it only takes
one low cost part to bring your Jetta to a halt. Routine repairs like replacing a broken
thermostat should not be overlooked because it is the simple things that can scrap an engine.
Remove the thermostat housing from the intake manifold by removing the two bolts that hold it
in place. The thermostat is under the housing. Pull up on the thermostat housing and hold the
radiator hose vertical to push the coolant back into the radiator. Push the hose and the housing
off to the side to access the thermostat. Lift the thermostat out of the Jetta's intake manifold
and discard it. The old thermostat will not be use again. Plug the hole in the intake manifold with
a shop towel. Scrape the old gasket material off of the machined surface on the intake manifold.
Do not get any of the gasket into the intake. If this happens, the intake must be professionally
flushed to prevent the silicone from blocking critical engine veins that move the fluid through
the engine. Once the gasket has been scraped off brush the intake off to remove any excess
gasket pieces. Pull the shop towel out of the intake and place the new thermostat into the hole.
It will sit on a machined lip that is located inside of the intake. The lip may be hidden by coolant
fluid. Place a small amount of RTV silicone around the hole on the machined surface of the
intake. Allow the RTV silicone to cure for 15 minutes before moving on. This will allow the RTV
to "skin over" and promote a better seal between the thermostat housing and the intake
manifold. Place the thermostat housing back onto the intake manifold and bolt it into place.
Start the engine and check for leaks. If there are any leaks, slowly tighten down the thermostat
housing until the leaks stop. Step 1 Remove the thermostat housing from the intake manifold by
removing the two bolts that hold it in place. Step 2 Lift the thermostat out of the Jetta's intake
manifold and discard it. Step 3 Scrape the old gasket material off of the machined surface on
the intake manifold. Step 4 Pull the shop towel out of the intake and place the new thermostat
into the hole. Step 5 Place a small amount of RTV silicone around the hole on the machined
surface of the intake. References haynes. Our mobile mechanics offer services 7 days a week.
Upfront and transparent pricing. Our certified mobile mechanics can come to your home or
office 7 days a week between 7 AM and 9 PM. The car's engine cooling system thermostat is a
small valve within a cooling system passageway that opens and closes in response to the
temperature of the circulating engine coolant. When your car is first started and the coolant is
cold, the valve in the thermostat will be in the closed position, circulating the coolant flow only
within the engine instead of flowing to the radiator, which allows the engine to warm up fast,
promoting fuel efficiency, low emissions, and reduced engine deposits. Once the engine
coolant reaches the design temperature, usually around degrees, the valve will open and close
as you drive in order to maintain a coolant temperature typically between to degrees Fahrenheit.
If it has been determined that there is a thermostat problem, it should be repaired right away.
Failure to do so can cause substantial and costly damage to the engine. Volkswagen Jetta Car
Thermostat Replacement at your home or office. Estimate price near me. Service Location.
YourMechanic Benefits Online Booking. Mechanic comes to you. Free 50 point safety
inspection. See availability. Car Thermostat Replacement Service What is an engine cooling
system thermostat and how does it work? When to consider replacing the engine cooling
system thermostat: Engine overheats. A thermostat with the valve stuck closed is a common
cause of engine overheating. However, since there are other causes of overheating, a mechanic
will thoroughly inspect the cooling system prior to condemning the thermostat. Since it is
usually not known how badly the engine overheated, the mechanic will also try to determine if
there is evidence that the cylinder head gasket was blown. If so, it would be repaired prior to
replacing the thermostat. Temperature gauge reads too low or too high. Thermostats can get
sticky, causing the engine temperature to stray from the optimal range. Your dash-mounted
temperature gauge will notify you of this malfunction. Cooling system repairs. All thermostats
eventually fail. Therefore, if the cooling system is already open for major repairs, such as water
pump or radiator replacement, it is recommended to install a new thermostat simply as
insurance against future breakdown. How do mechanics replace the engine cooling system
thermostat? Once the engine is completely cold, the radiator cap is loosened and enough
coolant is drained from the radiator so the coolant level is below the thermostat housing. The
thermostat housing is removed and the thermostat and gasket are extracted. Note that some
cars have more than one cooling system thermostat and both might need replacement. All
mounting surfaces on the thermostat housing are cleaned of old gasket material. A new gasket
is applied and the thermostat is re-installed in the correct orientation and with the temperature
sensing cylinder facing downward towards the engine. The thermostat housing bolts are
tightened to original equipment manufacturer OEM specifications using a calibrated inch-pound
torque wrench. The cooling system is refilled with the appropriate coolant type and the system
is fully bled of all air. The car engine is run until the normal operating temperature is reached,

and while taking precautions with the hot coolant, the coolant level is rechecked while
confirming there is flow through the radiator â€” either visually or with an infrared temperature
gun. This will confirm the thermostat is open. Finally, the engine is checked for leaks. Is it safe
to drive with an engine cooling system thermostat problem? When replacing the engine cooling
system thermostat keep in mind: Engine overheating due to causes other than a faulty
thermostat, will themselves damage a thermostat. Therefore, always replace the thermostat if
the engine overheats, even if the thermostat was not the initial cause of the overheating. The
thermostat should be replaced anytime you have major work done on the coolant system. It is
convenient and costs little during such repairs and insurance against future breakdown. OEM
thermostats are the best ones to use and you can request your mechanic to install only the OE
dodge ram 2005
fristayle motor
dodge 47l
M thermostat. Dealer supplied, OEM thermostats are sometimes more costly but are generally
higher quality and specifically engineered for your car. Number of Volkswagen Jetta Thermostat
Replacement services completed. Yourmechanic was featured in. Popular Volkswagen Jobs.
Auto service in Your City. Meet some of our expert Volkswagen mechanics Real customer
reviews from Volkswagen owners like you. Excellent Rating. Rating Summary. Rusty 0 years of
experience. Request Rusty. Jetta - Thermostat - Burleson, TX. Rusty did a great job, he was very
knowledgeable and thorough. Joe 36 years of experience. Request Joe. Jetta - Thermostat Tampa, FL. Very helpful and prompt. Joel 9 years of experience. Request Joel. Jetta - Loud
squealing or rattling is coming from engine - Denton, TX. Joel was very polite and
knowledgeable. Joseph 12 years of experience. Request Joseph. Awesome knowledgeable guy
Friendly and on time great work. How can we help? Read FAQ. Service type Car Thermostat
Replacement.

