Sliding window parts diagram

Join us to get great money-saving tips, cool ideas, and valuable advice from home improvement
expert Don Vandervort! This expert article offers diagrams, a glossary, and a discussion of how
windows are built, including the double-hung window. At first glance, a window looks like a
pretty simple piece of equipment. It has a frame, glass, and some basic hardware. A window
must be designed to allow in light and views and, in many cases, ventilation, yet seal out the
weather. It must shed heavy rain without leaking and block powerful winds. To handle these
tasks effectively, the typical window has many parts and a surprisingly complex construction. A
double-hung wood window, shown above, has movable upper and lower sashes that slide in
tracks in the side jambs. A variety of specially milled pieces go in to making up the jambs,
frame, casing, and sashes. The window frame is the enclosure that holds the main parts of a
windowâ€”called window sashesâ€”in place. Window sashes may be fixed or operable. Window
frames and sashes are made from a variety of materials, including wood, aluminum, vinyl, steel,
or wood-clad vinyl or aluminum. Each has its benefits and drawbacks. Metal windows are sold
with nail-on flanges for easy installation. Operable windows employ several methods for
window sash movement. With single- and double-hung windows, the sashes slide up and down.
With casement windows, they swing in or out. Sliders slide. And so forth. For more about
window types, see Types of Windows. The type of glass in a window has a great deal to do with
how the window performs. For more about this, see the links below. A nail-on metal window,
shown at left, has many of the same parts and pieces as a wood window, except that only some
of them are formed as single parts. The flange around the perimeter is made to nail on to the
exterior wall sheathing for easy mounting during construction. For unbiased help buying
windows, see the Windows Buying Guide. Don Vandervort writes or edits every article at
HomeTips. HomeTips articles may contain links to Amazon. How often? Only every month or
two. Unsubscribe anytime! September 29, This post may contain affiliate links. For more
information see our disclosures here. Search for:. Affiliate Disclosure HomeTips articles may
contain links to Amazon. Search Expert Articles Search for:. Did you know there are many vinyl
window parts? Here are the different window styles to choose from:. The window sash is the
part of the window that holds the glass together. They can be either operable or inoperable.
There are single, double or triple pane windows. These windows have multiple pieces of glass
held together by a spacer. Between each pane of glass in your double or triple pane windows is
argon gas. Argon gas is much denser than normal air so it moves slower making it difficult for
heated or cooled air to pass through the glass. Weatherstripping can be found on the bottom
and sides of the window sashes. It prevents drafts from sneaking into your home between your
window and the frame. As mentioned earlier, each window style has unique parts specific to
them. As you already know, double hung windows are made up of two operating sashes. The
upper sash is pulled down to open while the lower sash is pushed up. This is why double hung
windows are so easy to clean â€” say goodbye to washing second story windows on a ladder.
Child safety locks prevent your double hung windows from opening too far. When you shut
your double hung windows, the two sashes meet at the meeting rail. This is in the center of the
window. There is a lock found on the top of the meeting rail that, when locked, prevents both
window sashes from opening. It prevents drafts from sneaking into your home between the
window sashes. The hinge track is attached to the frame and allows your casement window to
open outwards. The operating arm bends outward as the window opens and the straight arm
slides down the track shoe. These four vinyl window parts work together to open and close the
window. All of these parts move and work together when you start turning the hand crank. The
hand crank gives you complete control over how much you want your window opened. Feldco
casement windows have a hand crank that folds into the frame to prevent snagging on clothes
or window treatments. The lock of a casement window can be found on the side of the window it
opens from. Sliding windows, much like double hung windows, have two sashes. Either one or
both of them can be operating sashes. The operating sashes on a sliding window move left and
right on a sliding track. Also, there are child safety locks at 3 and 5 inches on sliding windows.
They prevent the window from opening too far which is perfect for homes with small children
and pets. You can lock a sliding window with the sash lock. The two window sashes meet at the
meeting rail. This is where the sashes lock together internally and prevent drafts from sneaking
between the sashes. An awning window opens from the bottom outwards from your home.
Since the hinges are at the top of the window sash, when the operating arm extends, the
window creates an awning effect when it opens. Similar to a casement window, an awning
window is opened and closed using a hang crank. This gives you complete control of how much
fresh air enters your home. Think of a hopper window as the opposite of an awning window. The
arms of a hopper window are typically on the sides of the window and allow it to open into your
home. The top of the window frame is called the head while the sides are called the jambs. The
stool is the board that runs perpendicular to the rest of your window â€” it creates a little ledge

at the bottom. Grids are patterns that are installed between the panes of glass. Our product
specialists will walk you through the window installation process and find the perfect
replacement windows for your home. How to Get Rid of Gnats. All the Wonderful Benefits of
Natural Light. Drafty Doors All Rights Reserved. Contact Us Privacy Policy New or replacement
windows can help update the exterior of your home, not to mention improve the overall energy
efficiency. When selecting a window, there are many important factors to consider, including
the style of your home and your geographic location as well as the window type and material
that suits you. So where do you begin? The window industry has its own language for things.
Window manufacturers, window installers and contractors may all speak about windows using
a variety of terms. Double-hung windows are one of the most popular types of windows among
homeowners. Available in wood, fiberglass and vinyl, double-hung windows provide a timeless
look and excellent ventilation. Comprised of two vertically sliding sashes, homeowners can
completely open the top sash or the bottom sash, or even open both sashes part way for
enhanced airflow. The interior of a window is the side homeowners will see most frequently. In
addition to functioning properly, you want your window to be aesthetically pleasing as well.
Decorative elements, like grilles and glass, and hardware, like sash locks and lifts, can enhance
the visual appeal of a double-hung window. And, depending on the material of your window,
there are different finishes and color options that may be more in line with the style of your
home. A casement window is another extremely popular window type among homeowners,
available in wood, fiberglass and vinyl. Operated by a hand crank, a casement windowpane
extends open away from the home to catch breezes. The crank allows homeowners to direct
how much air enters the home. For maximum ventilation, casement windows can open fully.
Depending on the type of window you choose and the style of your home, you may consider
window combinations, including pairing a standard, operable window with fixed or picture
windows â€” or even custom window options. Transom windows that are set above your
operable window can be a beautiful way to let additional light into your home. In addition to the
exterior finish or cladding on your window, there are additional exterior window parts that are
important to homeowners. Screens and weep holes both improve the function of a window. With
a better understanding of window parts and functionality, you will be prepared to discuss your
window needs. Reach out to a Pella representative to learn more about new and replacement
window options. With Pella, you get so much more than stunning windows and doors. Since ,
we have been a leader in innovation, going beyond requirements to make beautifully designed
products you can be proud to own. Pella products are backed by some of the strongest
warranties in the business. Subscribe for updates on Pella innovations, products and offers.
Home Parts of a Window. Parts of a Window Knowing the right names for parts of your window
can help you avoid confusion. Frame A window frame is the framework that surrounds and
supports the entire window system. It is comprised of the head, jamb and sill. Head The head is
the main horizontal part forming the top of the window frame. Jambs Jambs are the main
vertical parts forming the sides of a window frame. Sill A sill is the main horizontal part forming
the bottom of the frame of a window. Jamb l iner A jambliner is a strip which goes on the sides
of a window frame that provides a snug fit for the window sash. Balance Not shown The balance
is a mechanical device normally spring loaded that is used in single- and double-hung windows
as a means of counterbalancing the weight of the sash during opening and closing. Sash The
sash is the moveable part of a window made up of the vertical and horizontal frame that holds
the glass. Check Rail On a double-hung window, the check rail is the part where the bottom part
of the upper sash and the upper part of the lower sash come in contact. Also known as the
middle of the window. Glass This refers to the framed sheet of glass within a window frame. Rail
A rail is the horizontal piece of a window sash â€” comprised of the lower rail, the check rail and
the upper rail. Lower Rail The lower rail is the lower part of the lower sash. Upper Rail The upper
rail is the top part of the upper sash. Lift Most commonly found on wood windows, a lift is a
handle used for raising the lower sash in a single- or double-hung window. Sash Lock The sash
lock is a locking mechanism used on a single- or double-hung window that engages with the
lock strike to reduce rattling. Interior and Exterior Parts of a Casement Window. Aluminum Clad
Aluminum clad refers to the exterior wood parts of a window that are covered with extruded
aluminum, with a factory-applied finish to deter the elements. Argon not shown Argon is an
inert, nontoxic gas used in insulating glass units to reduce heat transfer and make your home
more comfortable year-round. Casing Casing is the decorative molding or framing around a
window that is used to cover the space between the window frame or jamb and the wall. Hinged
Glass Panel The glass panel on Lifestyle Series windows that opens inward to allow access to
our snap-in between-the-glass blinds, shades and grilles. Lock Handle The lock handle is a
locking mechanism located on the jamb of a window. Operator The operator is the
crank-operated device for opening and closing casement or awning windows. Weatherstrip not

shown Weatherstripping is a strip of resilient material used for covering the joint between the
window sash and frame in order to reduce air leaks and prevent water from entering the
structure. Fixed Panel A fixed panel refers to an inoperable panel of a window, like the top sash
of a single-hung window or the pane of glass used in a picture window. Mullion The mullion is a
major structural piece running either vertical or horizontal that combines two or more windows
together. Grilles Grilles are decorative pieces that visually divide window panels, giving the
glass the appearance of multiple glass panes. Grilles on Pella windows can be permanently
affixed to your window through simulated divided light or between-the-glass options, or as
removable roomside grilles. Screen Typically woven mesh of metal, plastic, or fiberglass,
screens cover a window opening so that air and light may pass through, but not insects. Weep
Hole Weep holes help protect your home and window. These individual openings provided in
the windowsill allow water or condensation to escape and help keep your window functioning
properly. Wood Wood windows include a frame and a sash that are made of solid wood.
Fiberglass Fiberglass windows include a frame and sash made from a patented five-layer
fiberglass material. Vinyl In vinyl windows , interior and exterior frame and sash surfaces are
extruded rigid PVC. Pella Corporation With Pella, you get so much more than stunning windows
and doors. Explore what Pella Has to Offer. Learn more about Pella warranties. Join our email
list Subscribe for updates on Pella innovations, products and offers. Your Login Failed. Please
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Passwords are also case-sentive. If you continue to have problems click on the Help Icon for
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