Pontiac 2003

The Pontiac Grand Am is a mid-size car and later a compact car that was produced by Pontiac.
The Grand Am had two separate three-year runs in the s: from to , and again from to It was
based on the GM A platform. Production of the Grand Am was canceled in when it was replaced
by the Pontiac The Grand Am was reintroduced in when it replaced the Pontiac Phoenix. It
became Pontiac's best selling car and was later replaced by the Pontiac G6 , so named as it was
intended to be the 6th generation of the Grand Am. Notably, the American sports car was
usually without luxury features, and the luxury car without sport features. Foreign makes mixed
these features. The original Grand Am was introduced in the fall of as a model. The GM A-body
platform had major design revisions in that included the elimination of pillarless hardtops due
to proposed Federal rollover standards, but with frameless windows similar to that of a hardtop.
No convertibles were produced due to the rollover standards that were not enacted. The oil
crisis caused a dichotomy of buyers: total luxury or total economy. Since Grand Am was an
"in-between", its sales declined and the model was discontinued in All engines were available
with a Turbo-hydramatic automatic transmission as standard equipment. The Pontiac Grand Am
style had a unique flexible urethane front fascia center nose known as the 'Endura' nose that
was squeezable and could return to its original shape following a minor collision [7] [8] along
with the new energy-absorbing bumpers, [9] [10] a total of six grille openings with vertical bars,
round front turn signals with a cross-hair design, horizontal rear taillights, and chrome rear
bumper. Additionally, Grand Ams featured a Radial Tuned Suspension RTS as standard
equipment that included radial-ply tires, Pliacell shock absorbers, and front and rear sway bars.
The springs were advertised as being computer selected. Also included were an instrument
panel from the Pontiac Grand Prix featuring a Rally gauge cluster with fuel, oil, water and volt
gauges a tachometer or fuel economy gauge was optional, and on cars so equipped, the clock
was moved to a space on the lower instrument panel under the radio , three-spoke padded
steering wheel with brushed-stainless spokes, and Genuine Crossfire African Mahogany trim on
the dash facing, radio and clock surrounds, as well as the center console between the front
seats. Pontiac also produced a single Grand Am station wagon as a feasibility study. This was a
LeMans wagon converted to a Grand Am. A functional ram-air induction system was developed
for the Pontiac A-bodies utilizing twin NACA openings in the hood, but the option was dropped
due to the inability to pass federally mandated drive-by noise standards. A few functional Ram
Air systems were sold over the counter. Described as "The mid-sized Pontiac with Foreign
Intrigue American Ingenuity" on the front cover of the four-page Grand Am brochure that
featured a green four-door sedan, only minor styling changes highlighted this year's model
including a redesigned nose and grille with 12 openings with horizontal bars. Engine and
transmission offerings were the same as , but four-speed manual transmissions were no longer
offered in California, where only the Turbo Hydra-matic automatic was available. Inside, the
genuine African crossfire mahogany trim on the instrument panel was replaced by a simulated
material due to delamination problems on the models but the real wood was continued on the
center console, optional console clock, and radio bezel. Sales were down more than 50 percent
due to the oil crisis , and while the recession continued, prices increased for all model cars.
Only 17, Grand Ams were built. The Grand Am looked the same as the model, but had vertical
front grille bars, a body-colored rear bumper, and a catalytic converter single-exhaust, which
mandated the use of unleaded fuel, along with GM's High Energy Ignition and other items
promoted as part of Pontiac's maximum mileage system. Inside, the Strato bucket seats
received revised vertical trim patterns, the adjustable lumbar support controls were dropped,
and only the passenger seat had a recliner, a "safety practice" which would continue at GM for a
decade. Engines were also detuned to meet the emission regulations with the compression ratio
dropping to a new low of 7. Turbo Hydra-matic was standard equipment and the only
transmission offered this year. Performance from was 7. A total of 10, Grand Ams were built in
[12] and the series was dropped after this year due to declining sales and rising gas prices as a
result of the oil crisis. Another factor leading to the Grand Am's cancellation were plans for all
Pontiac A-body cars receiving the newly approved rectangular headlights, which would
necessitate a complete redesign of the Grand Am's Endura nose and Pontiac officials decided
that the expense of such a redesign could not be justified based on low production numbers.
The basic GM A-body design remained until It was offered in both two- and four-door models
featuring a vertical bar grille and other trimmings to differentiate it from the LeMans, upon
which it was based. Like the models, this generation of Grand Ams also featured standard radial
tires plus an upgraded Radial Tuned Suspension with front and rear sway bars. New for was a
four-speed manual available with the horsepower four-barrel in 49 states. The wood-grained
instrument panel was replaced by brushed aluminum trim, while the gauge faces changed from
silver with black letters and numbers to black with white letters and numbers. The year was the
finale for the second-generation Grand Am. The four-door sedan was dropped, leaving only the

two-door coupe, which received only minor appearance changes. Strato bucket seats in cloth or
Morrokide upholstery were standard equipment along with a center console with floor shifter for
the Turbo Hydra-matic transmission. Slow sales of the Grand Am led to its discontinuation after
the model year. Initially, the Grand Am was available in base or LE trim in coupes only. The 2. A
5-speed manual was standard, and a 3-speed automatic was optional, the latter required if the
V6 engine was ordered. In , a sedan and sportier SE trim were added. The SE trim had the V6
engine standard, lower body cladding, composite headlamps, a slightly revised interior with the
different cloth used on all seats and door panel inserts, analog instrumentation base and LE
models had digital , and included inch aluminum wheels. Cars with the turbo engine received a
turbo boost gauge in the place of the voltmeter. A test by Popular Mechanics for quarter-mile
acceleration with the Turbo engine resulted with the five-speed manual taking This was also the
last year that the Buick sourced 3. New for styling were composite front headlights, but only on
the LE models. For , front seat belts were moved from the b-pillars to the doors, to meet the
passive restraint mandate for The Quad-4 LD2 engine became available for Grand Am's in ,
replacing the previous model year's 3. Other options included a Driver Information Center, an
electronic trunk release, and a moon roof. The base model was dropped after this model year. A
totally new front and rear fascia along with an interior redesign for This was the final year that
the 'Sport Bucket' seats were available to SEs. The inch wheels were only optional to SE's. This
would be the first year that the Grand A-inch could be ordered with either inch wheels or a
factory-installed CD player. Changes were minor for and ; For , a new High-Output version of the
Quad 4 mated to only a 5-speed manual became the standard engine for the SE. The 16" wheels
moved from the option list to standard equipment for the SE's this year. The W32 option
included SE ground effects minus wheel well flares , the same standard as well as optional "SE"
drive train, 14" aluminum wheels, a larger front larger sway bar, and a rear swaybar that were
only otherwise available on the SE model. The only changes were the addition of an Anti-lock
Brakes System ABS as standard equipment for all Grand Am SE's not available to LE's , and all
model year cars fitted with a five-speed transmission received a redesigned "short throw"
shifter. For the Grand Am's chassis was widened to match the Corsica's; the suspension and
braking systems are about eighty percent in common. A high output version of the DOHC was
offered as well. A new GT trim was offered that featured new wheels, smoother, yet larger
cladding, and more standard equipment. This resulted in a loss of 5 horsepower 3. In , the V6
and standard 3-speed powertrain were effectively replaced by GM's new 3. A driver's side airbag
also became standard for , but the door-mounted automatic seatbelts remained. In , the Quad 4
engines received balance shafts and direct driven power steering off the intake camshaft. The
four-speed automatic that was mated to the 3. In Japan, this generation was officially imported
by Yanase and Suzuki with left-hand drive. The main imports were the SE and V6 models. The
V6 model, however, was only offered for the model year there. All models had a three-speed
later four-speed automatic transmission. For , the Grand Am received a mid-generation facelift.
Outside, an updated front fascia, rear fascia,and side skirts gave the Grand Am a smoother,
more rounded look. The interior was redesigned and featured dual airbags, easier to use audio
system and HVAC controls, and softer plastics. The Quad 4 was replaced by a new 'Twin Cam'
2. Still based on the Quad 4, this was a re-engineered version of the previous year's 2. The 3.
The 3-speed automatic was dropped for , and the 4-speed automatic featured standard traction
control. Daytime running lamps with automatic lighting control were newly standard on all
Grand Ams. The Grand Am was redesigned for Available in late spring , the basic design of the
fifth-generation Grand Am was shared with the Oldsmobile Alero also new for and Chevrolet
Malibu introduced in The suspension was now fully independent, with a revised
MacPherson-Strut design upfront. The rear suspension is a more refined Multi-link design. GM's
V6, previously exclusive to their minivans, became available as an option on the SE and SE1
and was standard on all other trim levels. For , all the Grand Ams featured a four-speed
automatic transmission. The models added a Getrag five-speed manual transmission as
standard equipment with the four-cylinder. For , the SE2 trim level was dropped, a new family of
Delco stereos and new wheel designs was introduced. The radio size in also changed from a 1.
Halfway through , the Twin Cam 2. Changes for also included a stationary cup holder in the
center console as opposed to a removable one. The body cladding on SE models was removed
in , a change which affected other models throughout Pontiac. An MP3 player was added to the
uplevel CD player in In , Pontiac began phasing out the Grand Am lineup for the new G6
replacement. SE sedans were retained for fleet sale and GT coupes were the last Grand Am
model available for public sale. This was also the last car to be made at Lansing's old Fisher
Body plant. The Insurance Institute for Highway Safety IIHS gives the Grand Am a "Poor" rating
in its frontal crash test for marginal structural integrity, a possible head injury, a potential right
leg injury, and poor dummy control. From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. This article needs
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Compact MPV. Montana SV6. Pontiac was an American automobile brand owned, manufactured,
and commercialised by General Motors. Introduced as a companion make for GM's more
expensive line of Oakland automobiles, [1] Pontiac overtook Oakland in popularity and
supplanted its parent brand entirely by Starting with the models, marketing was focused on
selling the lifestyle that the car's ownership promised than the car itself. Amid the late s
financial problems and restructuring efforts, GM announced in it would follow the same path
with Pontiac as it had with Oldsmobile in and discontinued manufacturing and marketing
vehicles under that brand by the end of The last Pontiac-badged cars were built in December ,
with one final vehicle in January Oakland Motor Car was founded in in Pontiac, Michigan, by
Edward Murphy, a manufacturer of horse-drawn carriages. The following year, another former
buggy company executive, William Durant, founded General Motors in Flint, Michigan, as a
holding company for the Buick Motor Company. GM soon bought other automakers, including
Oldsmobile and Cadillac. In , Oakland became part of GM. The first Pontiac model made its
debut as part of the Oakland line in the s. The car, which featured a six-cylinder engine, proved
so popular that the Oakland name was eventually dropped and Pontiac became its own GM
division by the early s. It was named after the famous Ottawa chief , who had also given his
name to the city of Pontiac, Michigan , where the car was produced. As a result of Pontiac's
rising sales, versus Oakland's declining sales, Pontiac became the only companion marque to
survive its parent, with Oakland ceasing production in Pontiacs were also manufactured from
knock-down kits at GM's short-lived Japanese factory at Osaka Assembly in Osaka, Japan ,
from â€” The next year, it became the top-selling six in the U. This was done by using many
components from the six-cylinder Chevrolet Master , such as the body, but installing a large
chrome strip on the top and center of the front hood Pontiac called the "Silver Streak". Only
eight-cylinder engines were offered in and , displacing In the late s, Pontiac used a Buick
"torpedo" body for one of its models, just prior to its being used by Chevrolet, earning some
media attention for the marque. An unusual feature of the "torpedo"-bodied exhibition car was
that, with the push of a button, the front half of the body would open showing the engine and
the car's front seat interior. A major change occurred in for Pontiac, with all models except the
new station wagon now using the all-steel B-body shared with Oldsmobile, LaSalle , and small
Buicks. A new stronger X frame had a Hotchkiss drive using a two-part drive shaft. In through ,
the Pontiac Torpedo was the brand's only product built on three different bodies. On February
2, , the last civilian Pontiac automobile was manufactured in the United States, as all automobile
factories converted to military production. For an extended period of timeâ€”prewar through the
early sâ€” Pontiacs were solid cars, but not especially powerful. They came with the Pontiac
straight-8 engine , which were slightly less expensive to produce than the increasingly popular
V8, but they were also heavier and longer. Additionally, the long crankshaft suffered from
excessive flex, restricting straight-eights to a relatively low compression ratio with a modest
redline. However, in this application, inexpensive yet quiet flatheads were not a liability. From to
, all Pontiac models were essentially models with minor changes. The Hydramatic automatic

transmission was introduced in and helped Pontiac sales grow even though their cars,
Torpedoes, and Streamliners, were quickly becoming out of date. The first all-new Pontiac
models appeared in They incorporated styling cues such as lower body lines and rear fenders
that were integrated into the rear-end styling of the car. Along with new styling came a new
model. Continuing the Native American theme of Pontiac, the Chieftain line was introduced to
replace the Torpedo. These were built on the GM B-body platform and featured different styling
from the more conservative Streamliner. In , the Catalina pillarless hardtop coupe was
introduced as a "halo" model , much like the Chevrolet Bel Air of the same year. In , Pontiac
discontinued the Streamliner and replaced it with additional models in the Chieftain line built on
the GM A-body platform. This single model line continued until when the Star Chief was added.
The models were the first to have one-piece windshields instead of the normal two-piece units.
While the and models were heavily reworked versions of the Chieftain models, they were
engineered for the V8 engine that was supposed to be introduced on the models, but the Buick
division complained to corporate heads that the introduction might take sales away because
Buick was introducing its new nailhead V-8 in The corporation held Pontiac back until
Completely new bodies and chassis were introduced for Sales increased. With the introduction
of this V8, the six-cylinder engines were discontinued; a six-cylinder would not return to the
full-size Pontiac line until the GM corporate downsizing of A four-cylinder engine was
introduced in the Tempest model line in , followed by an overhead-cam six-cylinder starting in ,
as well as on the Firebird. It was the first popular-priced, mass-produced engine in America
using an overhead-camshaft configuration. In , when year-old Semon "Bunkie" Knudsen
became general manager of Pontiac, alongside new heads of engineering, E. Estes and John
DeLorean , Knudsen immediately began reworking the brand's image. One of the first steps
involved the removal of the famous trademark "silver streaks" from the hood and deck lid of the
models just weeks before they were introduced. Another step was introducing the first
Bonneville â€”a limited-edition Star Chief convertible that showcased Pontiac's first
fuel-injected engine. About Bonnevilles were built for It was possible to purchase a Cadillac for
the price of the Bonneville, the model raised new interest in what Pontiac now called "America's
No. A Tri power Bonneville was the pace car for that year's Indianapolis Also, was the last year
Pontiac Motor Division would bear the "Indian" motif throughout the vehicle. The exception
would be the Indian head high-beam indicator light in the instrument cluster. All models
featured ball joint front suspension replacing the previous kingpin design. With the model year,
Pontiac came out with its "Arrowhead" emblem, with the star design in the middle. The
"Arrowhead" design ran all the way up the hood from between the split grille, and on Star Chief
models, had eight chrome stars from the emblem design bolted to both sides of the vehicle as
chrome trim. Knudsen saw to it that the car received a completely reworked chassis, body, and
interior styling. Quad headlamps, as well as a longer, lower body, were some of the styling
changes. The Chieftain line was renamed Catalina; Star Chief was downgraded to replace the
discontinued Super Chief series and for the first time did not have a two-door hardtop , only a
two-door sedan along with a four-door hardtop and four-door sedan; in addition, there was no
Star Chief wagon. The Bonneville was now the top of the line, coming in three body styles, a
two-door hardtop, four-door vista, and four-door station wagon. The Star Chief's four-door
"Vista" hardtop was also shared by the Bonneville. Catalina models included a two-door
hardtop, two-door sedan, four-door sedan, four-door hardtop vista as well as two station
wagons, a six-passenger with two rows of seats, and a nine-passenger version with a
rear-facing third row. All automatics were four-speed Super-Hydra-Matics or, as Hydramatic
Division that designed and built them called them, "Controlled coupling HydraMatic".
Oldsmobile used this same transmission and called it Jetaway Hydramatic; Cadillac also used it
and called it or P Hydramatic. This coincided with major body styling changes across all models
that introduced increased glass area, twin V-shaped fins, and lower hood profiles. The new
"Wide-Track" Pontiacs not only had improved styling, but also handled better, contributing to
Pontiac's resurgence in the marketplace. The models had a complete reskinning with the
exception of the body's canopies, which remained identical to the '59s, but removed the tail fins
and the distinctive split grille which Ford copied on the final Edsel models for The Ventura
featured the luxury features of the Bonneville in the shorter, lighter Catalina body. Most of
Pontiac's models built during the s and s were either styled like, or were siblings to, other GM
makes except Cadillac. However, Pontiac retained its own front- and rear-end styling, interiors,
and engines. The models were similarly reworked. The split grille returned, as well as all-new
bodies and a new design of a perimeter-frame chassis for all its full-size models something
which would be adopted for all of GM's intermediate-sized cars in , and all its full-sized cars in
These new chassis allowed for reduced weight and smaller body sizes. The similarly styled
Chevrolet still used the radically different "X" frame in the early s. Toward the end of the model

year, an upscale version of the Tempest called the LeMans was introduced, named after the 24
Hours of Le Mans auto race in France. All three were unibody cars, dubbed the Y-body platform,
combining the frame and body into a single construction, making them comparatively lighter
and smaller. All three put into production new technology pushed by John DeLorean , [ citation
needed ] on which GM had been working for several years prior, but the Tempest was by far the
most radical. A flexible steel shaft rotating at the speed of the engine delivered power from the
front-mounted engine through a " torque tube " to a rear-mounted transaxle. It almost
eliminated the large floor "hump" common to front-engined, rear-drive cars. Though the
Tempest's transaxle was similar to the one in the Corvair , introduced the year before, it shared
essentially no common parts. GM had planned to launch a Pontiac version of the Corvair
dubbed "Polaris" , but Bunkie Knudsenâ€”whose niece had been seriously injured in a Corvair
crashâ€”successfully argued against the idea. The Polaris design apparently made it to
full-scale clay before it was canceled. Instead, DeLorean's "rope-shaft" design was
green-lighted. It also featured an innovative "rope" drive-shaft. The Tempest also featured a The
engine gained the nickname "Hay Baler" because of its tendency to kick violently, like the farm
machine, when its timing was off. It was based and shared parts with the , but an altered,
reduced bore. The car's body and suspension were also changed to be lower, longer, and wider.
The response was that more than half of the Tempests and LeMans separate lines for that one
year only were ordered with the V8, a trend that did not go unnoticed by management. The next
year, the became a true with a new bore size of 3. The Tempest's popularity helped move
Pontiac into third place among American car brands in , a position Pontiac would hold through
In November , Knudsen had moved to Chevrolet. Pete Estes now became general manager of
Pontiac and Delorean was promoted to Pontiac chief engineer. Both continued Knudsen's work
of making Pontiac a performance-car brand. Pontiac capitalized on the emerging trend toward
sportier bucket-seat coupes in by introducing the Grand Prix , taking the place of the Ventura,
which now became a trim option on the Catalina. Although GM officially ended factory support
for all racing activities across all of its brands in January , Pontiac continued to target
performance enthusiasts by making larger engines with more power available across all model
lines. For , the Grand Prix received the same styling changes as other full-sized Pontiacs such
as vertical headlights and crisper body lines, but also received its own squared-off roofline with
a concave rear window, along with less chrome. For , the Tempest and LeMans' transaxle
design was dropped and the cars were redesigned under GM's new A-body platform - frame
cars with a conventional front-engined, rear-wheel drive layout. The most important of these is
the GTO , short for "Gran Turismo Omologato," the Italian for " Grand Touring , Homologated"
used by Ferrari as a badge to announce a car's official qualification for racing. The entire
Pontiac lineup was honored as Motor Trend's Car of the Year for , the third time for Pontiac to
receive such honors. The February issue of Motor Trend was almost entirely devoted to
Pontiac's Car of the Year award and included feature stories on the division's marketing,
styling, engineering and performance efforts along with road tests of several models. On the
technology front, saw the introduction of a completely new overhead camshaft 6-cylinder
engine in the Tempest, and in an industry first, plastic grilles were used on several models. The
model year saw the introduction for the Pontiac Firebird pony car , a variant of the Chevrolet
Camaro that was the brand's answer to the hot-selling Ford Mustang. Full-sized cars got a major
facelift with rounder wasp-waisted body lines, a name change for the mid-line series from Star
Chief to Executive as well as a one-year-only Grand Prix convertible. The Ram Air V garnered
much auto press publicity, but only a relative few were made available for sale. Pete Estes, who
like Knudsen had moved to be general manager of Chevrolet in and Delorean, general manager
of the Pontiac division, needed a car to take the place of the sagging sales of the full-size Grand
Prix, but the development cost of the car was too much of burden for Pontiac division alone, so
Delorean went to his old boss at Chevrolet to gather support for the development cost of the
new "G" body Grand Prix. Estes agreed to share in the cost and allow Pontiac to have a
one-year exclusivity on this new car, the next year Chevy would follow with its version which
was called Chevrolet Monte Carlo. The new Grand Prix was such a sales success in as dealers
moved , units - more than four times the number of Grand Prixs sold in Full-sized Pontiacs were
also substantially restyled but retained the same basic under-body structure and chassis that
debuted with the model - the roof-lines for the four-door pillared sedans and Safari wagons were
the same as the models, while the two-door semi-fastback design gave way to a squared-off
notch-back style and four-door hardtop sedans were also more squared off than models.
Although originally conceived as a cubic inch model to compete directly in the Trans Am racing
series, in a cost-saving move the Pontiac Trans Am debuted with the standard cubic-inch
performance engines. This year also saw De Lorean leaving the post of general manager to
accept a similar position at GM's Chevrolet division. His replacement was F. James McDonald.

Pontiacs built in the late s conformed to new U. Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards. These
included energy-absorbing interior parts such as steering columns, steering wheels, knobs and
handles, dual-circuit hydraulic brake systems, shoulder belts, side marker lights, and headrests.
The Firebirds received a heavy facelift but otherwise continued much the same as the original
model. It was the final year for the overhead cam six-cylinder engine in Firebirds and
intermediates, and the Firebird convertible until Production of the Firebirds was extended into
the first three months of the model year all other Pontiacs debuted September 18, due to a
decision to delay the introduction of an all-new Firebird and Chevrolet Camaro until February
26, In addition in the lates, GM directed their GM and Pontiac divisions to develop concept
mini-cars called commuter car for urban drivers. GM developed a gasoline-electric drive hybrid
the XP and the Pontiac X-4 a rear-wheel drive mid-engine car that was powered by a radical
X-shaped aircraft type air-cooled two-stroke radial engine where the standard crankshaft was
replaced by a unit called a Scotch yoke. While the GM car was fully tested the Pontiac concept
was not. Neither was placed in production. Increasing insurance and fuel costs for owners
coupled with looming Federal emissions and safety regulations would eventually put an end to
the unrestricted, powerful engines of the s. Safety, luxury, and economy would become the new
watch-words of this decade. Engine performance began declining in when GM issued a
corporate edict mandating that all engines be capable of using lower-octane unleaded gasoline,
which led to dramatic drops in compression ratios, along with performance and fuel economy.
This, coupled with trying to build cars as plush as GM's more luxurious Buicks and
Oldsmobiles, contributed to the start of a slow decline of Pontiac in This same year, Pontiac
completely restyled its full-sized cars, moved the Bonneville, and replaced it with a higher
luxury model named the Grand Ville, while Safari wagons got a new clamshell tailgate that
lowered into the body while the rear window raised into the roof. The power tailgate, the first in
station wagon history, ultimately supplanted the manual tailgate, which required marked effort
to lift from storage. The models saw the first wave of emissions reduction and safety equipment
and updates. GTO was a now sub-series of the LeMans series. The Tempest was dropped, after
being renamed 'T' and 'GT' for The base mid-sized Pontiac was now called LeMans. James
MacDonald left the post of general manager to be replaced by Martin J. Caserio in late Caserio
was the first manager in over a decade to be more focused on marketing and sales than on
performance. All other models including the big cars and Firebirds received only minor updates.
Again, power dropped across all engines as more emissions requirements came into effect. The
Firebird Trans Am's factory applied hood decal, a John Schinella stylized interpretation of
Native American bird designs , took up most of the available space on the hood. One so
equipped was tested by 'Car and Driver' magazine, who proclaimed it the last of the fast cars.
But the pendulum had swung, and the SD only hung on one more year in the Trans Am. All
Federal emissions and safety regulations were required to be in full effect for causing the
demise of two of the three iterations of the big cubic inch engines after this year. The last
version of the would hang on for two more years before being discontinued. For , Pontiac
introduced the new sub-compact Astre , a version of the Chevrolet Vega. This was the brand's
entry into the fuel economy segment of the market. Astre had been sold exclusively in Canada
from It was offered through the model year. The models were the last of the traditional American
large cars powered by mostly big-block V8 engines. After this year, all GM models would go
through "downsizing" and shrink in length, width, weight, and available engine size. The
Sunbird , based on the Chevrolet Vega and Monza's equivalent, joined the line. It was first
offered as a Notchback, with a Hatchback body style added in The Sunbird was offered in its
rear-wheel-drive configuration through the model year. Sunbird Safari wagon through At
mid-year , Pontiac introduced the Phoenix, an upscale version of the Ventura which replaced
the Ventura entirely after the end of the model year. Pontiac also introduced its cubic inch " Iron
Duke " 4-cylinder overhead valve engine. It was first used in the Astre, replacing Astre's
aluminum-block cubic inch Vega engine. The cubic inch L4 and the cubic inch V8 were the last
two engines designed solely by Pontiac. Subsequent engine design would be accomplished by
one central office with all designs being shared by each brand. For the model year, the full-sized
Pontiacs received the same "downsizing" as GM's other "B" body cars. The new Bonnevilles
and Catalinas continued to be best-sellers, although their styling similarity to the Chevrolet
Caprice was seen by some buyers as a "cheapening" of Pontiac's image. In , the full-size
Bonneville was discontinued, the name reassigned to the "A" body intermediate platform. That
left the Catalina as the only big Pontiac, further reducing sales as buyers went for more
plushness. The remainder of the s and the early s saw the continued rise of luxury, safety, and
economy as the key selling points in Pontiac products. Wire-spoked wheel covers returned for
the first time since the s. More station wagons than ever were being offered. Padded vinyl roofs
were options on almost every model. Rear-wheel drive began its slow demise with the

introduction of the first front-wheel drive Pontiac, the Phoenix a version of the Chevrolet
Citation. The Firebird was available with Formula and Trans Am packages, plus a Pontiac first- a
turbocharged V8, for the and model years. Introduced in , the wedge-shaped Firebird was the
first major redesign of the pony car since Embedded marketing in the television series Knight
Rider was successful. Pontiac introduced more performance-oriented models over the next
decade. The Trans Am also set a production aerodynamic mark of. A convertible body style was
reintroduced after nine years. GM adapted the J-body cars and the all-new for J later renamed
Sunbird had a convertible as part of its line. The Fiero was a major departure from anything
Pontiac had produced in the past. A two-seat, mid-engined coupe. The Fiero was partially
responsible for Pontiac seeing its first increase in sales in four years. Pontiac also began to
focus on technology. The STE sported digital instruments and other electronics as well as a
more powerful V6 and retuned suspension. Later iterations would see some of the first
introductions on Pontiacs of anti-lock brakes, steering wheel mounted radio controls, and other
features. Full-size buyers, disappointed by the lack of an available big Bonneville, complained,
resulting in Pontiac's importing the Canadian-market Pontiac Parisienne , which featured the
Bonneville's deluxe trim. This car, although a Pontiac in name, was no more than a slightly
re-trimmed Caprice. Despite this fact, the Parisienne sold in profitable numbers and this car
continued in production until for the sedan, and for the Safari station wagon. With the exception
of the Parisienne Safari, the Firebird, and Fiero, beginning in all Pontiacs, with the exception of
the Firebird, switched to front-wheel drive platforms. For the first time since , Pontiac was the
number three domestic car maker in America. The median age of Pontiac owners dropped from
46 in to 38 in Pontiacs introduction included anti-lock brakes, GM's Quad-4 engine, airbags ,
and composite materials. Safari station wagon production ended in , the last V8 powered
full-sized, rear-wheel drive Pontiac until the G8. The model year saw the launch of Pontiac's first
minivan and light truck , the Trans Sport. At the end of the model year, the was discontinued in
favor of the newly expanded Grand Prix line up and the new Trans Sport minivan, which
replaced the station wagon. In , a brand-new Bonneville was introduced. This full-size model
featured aerodynamic styling, large expanses of curved glass, front-wheel drive, and the Series
I V6 as standard equipment. This package included leather bucket seats, specific grille, side
trim, exhaust, dash trim, lace alloy wheels, as well as a spoiler, sport handling, and suspension
systems and anti-lock brakes. An all-new Firebird was introduced in It was powered by either a
3. V8, and could be backed by a T six-speed manual. The Sunbird was replaced with the still
J-body Sunfire in While a V6 engine was no longer available in the J-car, sedan, coupe, and
convertible body styles did survive. For the Bonneville received updated front and rear fascias
along with several other enhancements. Division Sales Figures [16]. The Grand Prix debuted in
with the "Wider is Better" advertising campaign. It featured a supercharged 3. One design
highlight of this generation Grand Prix is the sharing of the roof's sheet metal between both
coupe and sedan models. In the Firebird was updated. The model year saw the replacement of
the Trans Sport with the larger Montana minivan. In Pontiac introduced the polarizing
proto-crossover Aztek. The coupe version of the Grand Prix was also discontinued. Also, in , it
was announced that the Grand Prix would be in its last year of its generation, with an improved
7th generation on the way for It had an independent front and rear suspension and an upscale
full leather interior. Sales did not reach the 18, units that GM predicted. The LS1 engine was
retired in Pontiac added the drive-by-wire HP LS2 V8 for the and model years at no additional
cost. Additional upgrades also consisted of stainless steel dual exhaust outlets, larger Corvette
sourced PBR brakes with EBD, larger front vented rotors with vented rear rotors, and functional
heat extractor hood scoops. The Bonneville GXP featured a 4. The GTP's new 3. With the
cancellation of Oldsmobile in , Pontiac went through a complete product revamping through
this period. The Grand Am was replaced with the mid-size G6 in The Grand Am was produced
for the model year to fill the gap until the new G6 coupe and convertible became available for
that model year. The Bonneville ended production in after nearly 50 years of production.
Although it was not directly replaced, the RWD G8 introduced for the model year did fill some of
the market void. The Solstice concept shown in was approved for production as a roadster and,
for a few months, a hard-top coupe , which is considered to be quite rare, as a total of only 1,
coupes made it off the assembly line in Wilmington, DE before it was shut down due to the
demise of Pontiac. This is in stark contrast to the over 64, Solstice Convertibles that were
manufactured on that same line. The controversial and slow-selling Aztek was finally phased
out and replaced by the Torrent, which was identical to the Chevrolet Equinox. In the Sunfire
was discontinued and replaced by the new Pontiac Pursuit later named G5 for the American
market. Initially, Pontiac did not plan on offering the G5 in the United States, however, dealer
pressure to fill the gap left by the discontinuation of the Sunfire caused Pontiac to introduce
only the coupe variation into the U. The 4 door sedan was available in Canada as the Pursuit

throughout the model run. This engine was built to give buyers a V8 sedan option until the
all-new G8 arrived in The G8 gained positive reception for its high performance and low costs. It
was later announced that the G8 may not see a second generation. Towards the end of the
decade many rumors began spreading that Pontiac would become completely reliant on RWD.
Reports ranged from a compact sedan based on the Alpha platform to a new RWD G6 for the
model year. GM clarified that Pontiac would have begun to focus on "niche" models aimed at
the "youthful and sporty" segment, but did not provide specifics. Pontiac was to trim its number
of models to four, [19] although there was talk of retaining only one model. The decision to
eliminate Pontiac was made primarily due to the increasing threat of a bankruptcy filing if the
June 1 deadline could not be met. General Motors would eliminate an additional 7, to 8, factory
jobs in the United States and shed 2, dealers by under a revised business plan. In early May ,
Jim Waldron, a Davison, Michigan , Pontiac dealer, announced that he was interested in
purchasing the Pontiac brand and logos, and had found financing to purchase them and some
soon-to-be shuttered GM plants in order to build cars. However, GM had already decided to
retire the brand as it has begun to sell off its remaining inventory and said that, unlike Saturn,
Hummer, and Saab, Pontiac was not for sale. The Pontiac brand was pulled after the model year
in Mexico and the brand was renamed Matiz, selling only one vehicle, the Matiz G2 Matiz's logo
is similar to Pontiac's. Pontiac became the second brand General Motors had eliminated in six
years. Oldsmobile met the same fate in after being more slowly phased out over four years. A
Native American headdress was used as a logo until This was updated to the Native American
red arrowhead design for in all usage except the high-beam indicator lamp, which retained the
original logo through The arrowhead logo is also known as the Dart. Besides the logo, another
identifying feature of Pontiacs were their "Silver Streaks"â€”one or more narrow strips of
stainless steel which extended from the grille down the center of the hood. Eventually they
extended from the rear window to the rear bumper as well, and finally; along the tops of the fins.
Although initially a single band, this stylistic trademark doubled to two for The Streaks were
discontinued the same year as the Indian Head emblems One long-familiar styling element was
the split-grille design which was introduced in to complement the make's new "wide track"
stance. The models, however, reverted to the full-width grille styling. The split-grille then
returned for the model year and would remain as the marque's trademark. Other styling cues
were the pointed "arrowhead" nose in the s and s , and "grilled-over" in the s , or multiple
horizontal-striped taillights. This later feature originated with the Grand Prix , and although the
Grand Prix also had rear grillework, the taillight lenses were not behind it. Less longstanding
but equally memorable is the "cladding" common on the doors and fenders of Pontiacs
produced in the s and s. Rather than minimizing the side bumper, Pontiac designers put two
troughs going along the length. Bumpers with this appearance were found on nearly all
Pontiacs until the arrival of the G6. From onwards, new Pontiacs had cleaner, more premium
styling, but retained the traditional split grille. The models they produced were largely the same
as their US built counterparts. Canadian cars had Canadian oak in the bodies, not peach wood
like the US cars. After the Second World War the Pontiac brand continued to be very popular,
and the product line was further harmonized with the Canadian Chevrolet products. In the late s
and early s the US market embraced eight-cylinder engines and US Pontiacs equipped with the
straight-eight engine were popular, but in Canada the straight-six continued to be the popular
offering. Beginning in the model lineup consisted of the base " Pathfinder ", mid-range
"Pathfinder Deluxe", and top-of-the-line " Laurentian ". The chassis was shared with the
Chevrolet, and interiors were a combination of Chevy and Pontiac parts. The Canadian
dealership lines were either Chevrolet-Oldsmobile-Cadillac or Pontiac-Buick-GMC; small towns
usually had only one or the other, but not both, so it was imperative to keep Pontiac prices
competitive with Plymouth and Ford and Chevrolet. In the "Strato-Chief" replaced the
"Pathfinder Deluxe", and in the line was reorganized with the new " Parisienne " inserted at the
top similar to the US market Bonneville. Even after the Canadian market was opened by the
signing of the Autopact the Canadian full-sized Pontiac lineupâ€”and the practice of building
them on Chevrolet chassis with Chevrolet enginesâ€”continued mostly unchanged into the s
although the Strato-Chief was dropped in GM Canada also built right-hand drive versions of
their Pontiacs for export to Australia, New Zealand and South Africa as knock-down kits until
the late s. The interiors of these cars more closely resembled the equivalent Chevrolets than the
Canadian market cars did, as the Chevys had already been designed for right-hand drive. When
the compact Chevrolet Corvair and Pontiac Tempest were introduced in the Corvair was built in
Canada, but the Tempest was not. Importing the Tempest into Canada from the United States
was not a viable option as the duties that would have had to have been paid would have
substantially increased the price of what was supposed to be the least-expensive Pontiac.
Tentative plans to build a Pontiac version of the Corvair were scrapped when the more

conventional Chevy II was introduced in late When the mid-sized Chevrolet Chevelle was
introduced in it was sold in Canada as the Acadian Beaumont 'Beaumont' was formerly the
top-level trim of Chevy II-based Acadian , and in Beaumont became its own marque. The
Beaumont-badged Chevelles were in production in Canada until Even after the Autopact and
Canadaâ€”United States Free Trade Agreement that replaced it in the practice of building
Pontiac-badged Chevrolets for sale at Canadian dealers continued until the brand was
discontinued in Pontiac engineer Clayton Leach designed the stamped steel valvetrain rocker
arm, a simplified and reliable alternative to a bearing-equipped rocker. This design was
subsequently picked up by nearly every OHV engine manufacturer at one point or another.
Pontiac began work on a V8 configuration in This was initially intended to be an L-head engine,
and 8 experimental units were built and extensively tested by the end of the s. So, in addition to
building a new Pontiac Engineering building in â€”, the decision to re-direct the V8 to an OHV
design delayed its introduction until the model year, however the Buick division was
introducing its new engine Nailhead V-8 in and asked the corporation to hold back or delay
Pontiac's V-8 introduction until the model year which it did. In mid, Pontiac introduced a
higher-powered version of its V8. Among other things, this version of the engine was equipped
with a high-performance racing camshaft and dual 4-barrel carburetors. This was the first in a
series of NASCAR -ready pre- Super-Duty V8 engines and introduced the long line of
multi-carburetor equipped engines that saw Pontiac become a major player during the muscle
car and pony car era of the s. Pontiac's second generation V8 engines shared numerous
similarities, allowing many parts to interchange from its advent in to its demise in Sizes ranged
from cubic inch cc to cubic inch cc. This feature also made it possible for Pontiac to invent the
modern muscle car , by the relatively simple process of placing its second largest-displacement
engine, the cid cc , into its mid-size car, the Le Mans, creating the Pontiac LeMans GTO. From
their inception in the s until the early s, Pontiac engines were known for their performance. The
largest engine was a massive cubic inch cc V8 that was available in most of their mid-size,
full-size and sports car models. At the height of the horsepower era, Pontiac engines reached a
powerful rated horsepower SAE gross , though other engines achieved considerably higher
outputs in actuality. Federal emissions laws eventually brought the horsepower era to a close
and resulted in a steady decline for Pontiac's engines. One holdout to this industry-wide slide
was the Super Duty engine of â€” The engine was the pinnacle of Pontiac engine development
and was a very strong performer that included a few race-specific features, such as provisions
for dry-sump oiling. This engine and its legacy drive the SD Trans Ams and Formulas as one of
the more, if not the most, desirable Pontiacs ever produced. The only non-traditional Pontiac V8
engines were the cubic inch and the smaller displacement cubic inch V8s. Produced from
through , these engines had the distinction of being the last V8s produced by Pontiac; GM
merged its various brands' engines into one collectively shared group in , entitled General
Motors Powertrain. Pontiac engines were not available in Canada, however, but were replaced
with Chevrolet engines of similar size and power, resulting in such models as the Beaumont SD
with a Chevrolet big-block cubic inch V8. PMD used Carter 1-barrel carburetors for many years
but, by the time of the second generation, the V8 engines had switched mostly to 2-barrel
offerings. These also were the basis for the Tri-Power setups on the engines. The Tri-Power
setup included one center carburetor with idle control and two end carburetors that did not
contribute until the throttle was opened more than half way. This was accomplished two ways,
mechanically for the manual transmission models, and via a vacuum-switch on the automatics.
This went through various permutations as it was only a factory installed option in from PMD
also had a square-bore 4-barrel at the time, but this was rated at a lower power than the
Tri-Power. This carburetor was later replaced by the Quadrajet , a spread bore. The term
"Spread-bore" signifies the difference in sizes between the primaries and secondaries, using
smaller primaries paired with larger secondaries for increased airflow at wider throttle with fuel
delivery changes akin to the two-plus-four benefit of Tri-Power but with a single carburetor. The
Q jet was not the only thing that gave the top GTO " engine and the H-O engines the same
horsepower as the and Aside of the displacement advantage, the new engine had redesigned
cylinder heads with different valve angles and larger ports. The different valve angles allowed
for larger diameter intake and exhaust valves. There have been many test when a Tri-Power
set-up was added to a " or " engine that they made even more horsepower than a Q-Jet. By the
end of the muscle car era, the Quadrajet setup had become the nearly ubiquitous choice on
PMD engines. The Quadrajet design continued until for Oldsmobile V8 applications, with added
computer controls to meet emissions and fuel economy standards. From Wikipedia, the free
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Montana SV6. The Pontiac GTO is an automobile that was manufactured by American
automaker Pontiac from to for the to model years, and by GM's subsidiary Holden in Australia
for the to model years. The first generation of the GTO is credited as popularizing the muscle
car market segment in the s. It became an optional package again for the and intermediate
LeMans. For , the GTO was an optional trim package on the compact-sized Ventura. In early ,
General Motors' management banned divisions from involvement in auto racing. This followed
the voluntary ban on automobile racing that was instituted by the Automobile Manufacturers
Association. With GM's ban on factory-sponsored racing, Pontiac's managers began to
emphasize street performance. By promoting the big-engine option as a special
high-performance model, they could appeal to the speed-minded youth market which had also
been recognized by Ford Motor Company 's Lee Iacocca , who was at that time preparing the
sporty Ford Mustang variant of the second generation Ford Falcon compact. The development
team discovered a loophole in the policy which does not restrict large engines to be offered as
an option. It is an Italian abbreviation for Gran Turismo Omologato "grand tourer homologated "
, which means officially certified for racing in the grand tourer class. Internally, it was initially
called the "Grand Tempest Option" [ citation needed ] , one of many automobiles in the Pontiac
line up with a 'Grand' in it. A tachometer was optional, and was placed in the far right dial on the
dash. Most contemporary road tests by the automotive press such as Car Life criticized the
slow steering, particularly without power steering , and inadequate drum brakes, which were
identical to those of the normal Tempest. Car and Driver incited controversy when it mentioned
that a GTO, which had supposedly been tuned with the "Bobcat" kit offered by Ace Wilson's
Royal Pontiac of Royal Oak, Michigan , was clocked at a quarter mile time time of Since the two
engines were difficult to distinguish externally, the subterfuge was not immediately obvious.
Since the car was damaged during the testing, and Wangers did not want anyone looking under
the hood, he used the blue road course GTO to flat tow the red GTO 1, miles back to Detroit.
Frank Bridge's initial sales forecast proved inaccurate: the GTO package's total sales amounted
to 32, units. The components and instructions could be purchased by mail, as well as installed
by the dealer. A majority of the GTO's made available for media testing were equipped with a
Bobcat kit. Milt Schornack joined Royal Pontiac and helped improve the performance
enhancement package. Adhesive "Royal Bobcats" stickers were also included. The Tempest
model line up, including the GTO, was restyled for the model year, adding 3. It had Pontiac's
characteristic vertically stacked quad headlights. Heavy-duty shocks were standard, as was a
stronger front antisway bar. An additional option was a breakerless transistor ignition. The

cubic inches engines received revised cylinder heads with re-cored intake passages and high
rise intake manifolds, improving airflow to the engine. Transmission and axle ratio choices
remained the same. The three-speed manual was standard, while two four-speed manual
transmissions wide or close ratio and a two-speed automatic transmission were optional. The
restyled car had a new simulated hood scoop. A seldom seen dealer-installed option consisted
of a metal underhood pan and gaskets to open the scoop, making it a cold air intake. The scoop
was low enough that its effectiveness was questionable it was unlikely to pick up anything but
boundary layer air , but it allowed an enhanced engine sound. Another exterior change was the
black "egg-crate" grille. Car Life tested a GTO with Tri-Power and what they considered the
most desirable options close-ratio four-speed manual transmission, power steering, metallic
brakes, rally wheels, 4. Major criticisms of the GTO continued to center on its slow steering ratio
of Car Life was satisfied with the metallic brakes on its GTO, but Motor Trend and Road Test
found the four-wheel drum brakes with organic linings to be alarmingly inadequate in
high-speed driving. Sales of the GTO, abetted by a marketing and promotional campaign that
included songs and various merchandise, more than doubled to 75, It spawned many imitators,
both within other GM divisions and its competitors. The entire GM "A" body intermediate line
was restyled that year, gaining more curvaceous styling with kicked-up rear fender lines for a
"Coke-bottle" look , and a slightly "tunneled" backlight. The tail light featured a louvered cover,
only seen on the GTO. Overall length grew only fractionally, to Rear track increased one inch 2.
Overall weight remained about the same. The GTO was available as a pillared coupe, a hardtop
without B-pillars , and a convertible. Also an automotive industry first, plastic front grilles
replaced the pot metal and aluminum versions used in earlier years. New Strato bucket seats
were introduced with higher and thinner seat backs and contoured cushions for added comfort
and adjustable headrests were introduced as a new option. Four pod instruments continued,
and the GTO's dash was highlighted by walnut veneer trim. Engine and carburetor choices
remained the same as the previous year, except the Tri-Power option was discontinued
mid-model year. A new engine was offered that saw few takers: the XS option consisted of a
factory Ram Air set up with a new high lift cam. Approximately 35 factory-installed Ram Air
packages are believed to have been built, though dealership-installed Ram Air packages are
estimated to have been ordered. Sales increased to 96,, the highest production figure for all
GTO years. The GTO underwent a few styling changes in The louver-covered taillights were
replaced with eight tail lights, four on each side. Rally II wheels with colored lug nuts were also
available in The GTO emblems located on the rear part of the fenders were moved to the chrome
rocker panels. The grill was changed from a purely split grill to one that shared some chrome.
The GTO also saw several mechanical changes in The Tri-Power carburetion system was
replaced with a single 4-barrel Rochester Quadrajet carburetor. The model year required new
safety equipment. A new energy-absorbing steering column was accompanied by an
energy-absorbing steering wheel, padded instrument panel, non-protruding control knobs, and
four-way emergency flashers. A shoulder belt option was also featured, and the brake master
cylinder was now a dual reservoir unit with a backup hydraulic circuit. Front disc brakes were
also an option in General Motors redesigned its A-body line for , with more curvaceous,
semi-fastback styling, which was a revival of a streamlining on all GM products from until as
demonstrated on the Pontiac Streamliner. The wheelbase was shortened to Overall length was
reduced 5. Pontiac abandoned the familiar vertically stacked headlights in favor of a horizontal
layout, but made hidden headlights available at extra cost. The concealed headlights were a
popular option. The signature hood scoop was replaced by dual scoops on either side of a
prominent hood bulge extending rearward from the protruding nose. A unique feature was the
body-color Endura front bumper. It was designed to absorb impact without permanent
deformation at low speeds. Pontiac touted this feature heavily in advertising, showing
hammering at the bumper to no discernible effect. It included freer-breathing cylinder heads,
round port exhaust, and the cam. The 'official' power rating was not changed. Another
carry-over from was the four-piston caliper disc brake option. However, most models had drum
brakes all around. The model year was also the last year the GTOs offered separate
crank-operated front door vents. Concealed windshield wipers, which presented a cleaner
appearance hidden below the rear edge of the hood, were standard on the GTO and other GM
products after having been originally introduced on full-size Pontiacs. A popular option, actually
introduced during the model year, was a hood-mounted tachometer, located in front of the
windshield and lit for visibility at night. An in-dash tachometer was also available. Redline
bias-ply tires continued as standard equipment on the GTO, though they could be replaced by
whitewall tires at no extra cost. A new option was radial tires for improved ride and handling.
However, very few were delivered with the radial tires because of manufacturing problems
encountered by the supplier B. The radial tire option was discontinued after Pontiac did not

offer radial tires as a factory option on the GTO again until the model. Hot Rod tested a
four-speed GTO equipped with the standard engine and obtained a quarter mile reading of
Testers were split about handling, with Hot Rod calling it "the best-balanced car [Pontiac] ever
built," but Car Life chided its excessive nose heaviness, understeer, and inadequate damping.
The CI engine was disassembled and blueprinted to produce more than the advertised factory
horsepower and easily spinning to RPM. It could do 0â€”60 MPH in 5. Car and Driver wrote that
the CI powered car was "a fine, exciting car for either touring or tooting around in traffic. Not
overly fussy. Not difficult to driveâ€”-up to a point. Too much throttle at the wrong time will spin
the car, or send it rocketing off the road and into the farmer's field. You can light up the car's
tires like it was an AA-fueler anytime the notion seizes your fancy. Below 3,, the GTO ran flat
and a bit rough. Part-throttle driving at 2, RPM around town was difficult and unpleasant.
Freeway cruising at 4, RPM is anything but pleasant and promises short life for hard-working
engine components. Also, driving the GTO on wet roads with this deep geared axle was
thrilling. Rear tire breakaway could be provoked by a slight jab at the accelerator, sending the
car into a minor skid that usually used up more than one lane of space. Like all passenger
vehicles sold in the United States, GTOs now featured front outboard shoulder belts cars built
after January 1, and side marker lights. To comply with the new federal vehicle emissions
standards, the GTO was now equipped with emissions controls. Sales reached 87, units, which
would ultimately prove to be the second-best sales year for the GTO. The model eliminated the
front door vent windows, had a slight grille and taillight revision, moved the ignition key from
the dashboard to the steering column which locked the steering wheel when the key was
removed, a federal requirement installed one year ahead of schedule , and the gauge face was
changed from steel blue to black. In addition, the rear quarter-panel mounted side marker lamps
changed from a red lens shaped like the Pontiac "arrowhead" emblem to one shaped like the
broad GTO badge. Front outboard headrests were made standard equipment on all cars built for
A new model called "The Judge" was introduced. The Judge routine, made popular by
comedian Flip Wilson , was borrowed from the act of long-time burlesque entertainer Dewey
"Pigmeat" Markham. Advertisements used slogans like "All rise for the Judge" and "The Judge
can be bought". As originally conceived, the Judge was to be a low-cost GTO, stripped of
features to make it competitive with the Plymouth Road Runner. Pontiac claimed that the spoiler
had some functional effect at higher speeds, producing a small but measurable downforce, but
it was of little value at legal speeds. The Judge was initially offered only in Carousel Red, but
midway into the model year, other colors became available. The Tempest model line received
another facelift for the model year. Hidden headlights were deleted in favor of four exposed
round headlamps outboard of narrower grille openings. The nose retained the protruding
vertical prow theme, although it was less prominent. The suspension was upgraded with the
addition of a rear anti-roll bar, essentially the same bar as used on the Oldsmobile and Buick
Gran Sport. The front anti-roll bar was slightly stiffer. The result was a useful reduction in body
lean in turns and a modest reduction of understeer. Another handling-related improvement was
optional variable-ratio power steering. Rather than a fixed ratio of Turning diameter was
reduced from The base engine was unchanged for , but the low-compression economy engine
was deleted and the Ram Air III and Ram Air IV remained available, although the latter was now
a special-order option. A new option was Pontiac's HO engine different from the round-port
offerings of the â€”72 cars , available now that GM had rescinded its earlier ban on
intermediates with engines larger than HO. A functional Ram Air scoop was available. Car and
Driver tested a heavily optioned , with a four-speed transmission and 3. Car Life test car had the
Turbo-Hydramatic with a 3. A new and short-lived option for was the vacuum operated exhaust
VOE , which was vacuum actuated via an underdash lever marked "exhaust". The VOE was
designed to reduce exhaust backpressure and to increase power and performance, but it also
substantially increased exhaust noise. In that commercial, entitled the "Humbler", which was
broadcast only that one time, a young man pulled up in a new GTO to a drive-in restaurant with
dramatic music and exhaust noise in the background, pulling the "exhaust" knob to activate the
VOE and then left the drive-in after failing to find a street racing opponent. That particular
commercial was also canceled by order of GM management. This particular GTO in the
commercial was "Palladium" silver with a black bucket interior. It was unusual in several
respects as it also had the under-dash "Ram Air" knob just to the right of the VOE knob, and it
sported "'69 Judge" stripes, as a few very-early '70 GTOs could be ordered with. The Judge
remained available as an option on the GTO. Orbit Orange actually a bright canary yellow
became the new feature color for the Judge, but any GTO color was available. Striping was
relocated to the upper wheelwell brows. The new styling did little to help declining sales, which
were now being hit by sagging buyer interest in all muscle cars, fueled by the punitive
surcharges levied by automobile insurance companies, which sometimes resulted in insurance

payments higher than car payments for some drivers. Sales were down to 40,, of which 3, were
the Judge. The version had a slight advantage as the compression ratio was still at The GTO
had another modest facelift, this time with wire-mesh grilles, horizontal bumper bars on either
side of the grille opening, more closely spaced headlamps, and a new hood with the dual
scoops relocated to the leading edge, not far above the grille. Overall length grew slightly to
Sport mirrors increased standard width by two inches, from A new corporate edict, aimed at
preparing GM for no-lead gasoline , forced an across-the-board reduction in compression
ratios. The Ram Air engines did not return for This engine was not available with Ram Air
induction. The Pontiac brochure declared that this engine produced more NET horsepower than
any other engine in its history. For , the standard rear-end was an open 10 bolt. Motor Trend
tested a GTO with the , four-speed transmission, and 3. The Judge returned for a final year, With
the standard equipment being the Mountain Performance package was the HO. Only were sold,
including 17 convertibles, before The Judge was discontinued in February Only 10, GTOs were
sold in , of which were non-Judge equipped convertibles. Both models came standard with
cloth and vinyl or all-vinyl bench seats and rubber floor mats on the pillared coupe and
carpeting on the hardtop, creating a lower-priced GTO. The LeMans Sport, offered only as a
hardtop coupe, came with Strato bucket seats upholstered in vinyl, along with carpeting on the
floor and lower door panels, vinyl door-pull straps, custom pedal trim, and cushioned steering
wheel, much like GTOs of previous years. Other optional equipment was similar to and earlier
models. Planned for as a GTO option was the ducktail rear spoiler from the Pontiac Firebird ,
but after a few cars were built with that option, the mold used to produce the spoiler broke, and
it was canceled. Most of the drop was attributable to the new rating system which now reflected
an engine in as-installed condition with mufflers, accessories, and standard intake. The engines
were relatively little changed from Optional was the HO engine, essentially similar to that used
in the Trans Am. Despite its modest 8. Only cars with this engine were sold. Some sources
discount the single convertible and the three anomalous wagons, listing the total as 5, The GTO
was an option package for the LeMans and featured a reskinned A-body with "Colonnade"
hardtop styling, which eliminated the true hardtop design because of the addition of a roof
pillar, but retained the frameless door windows. Rear side windows were now of a fixed design
that could not be opened and in a triangular shape. The result was the use of prominent and
heavy chrome bumpers at the front and rear. In contrast, the Pontiac Grand Prix and Chevrolet
Monte Carlo , which were also derived from the intermediate A-body, were much better received
because of their squared-off styling and formal rooflines with vertical windows. Pontiac's sister
division, Oldsmobile , received better reviews from the automotive press and the car-buying
public with the similar-bodied Cutlass. The base LeMans coupe featured a cloth-and-vinyl or
all-vinyl bench seat while the more lavish LeMans Sport Coupe had all-vinyl interiors with Strato
bucket seats or a notchback bench seat with a folding armrest. The engine was available with
any of the three transmissions including the standard three-speed manual, or optional
four-speed or Turbo Hydra-Matic. The HO engine did not reappear, but GM initially announced
the availability of a Super Duty engine shared with the contemporary Pontiac Trans Am SD , and
several such cars were made available for testing, impressing reviewers with their power and
flexibility. Eight prototypes were built for testing but were subsequently destroyed. A new
change for was a hood accented with NACA ducts. These ducts were designed to force air into
the ram air-induction system. Although such a system was never offered on the production
GTO. Sales dropped to 4,, due in part to competition from the new Grand Am and the lack of
promotion for the GTO. By the end of the model year, an emerging oil crisis quashed consumer
interest in muscle cars. Bias-belted tires were standard equipment, but a radial tuned
suspension option added radial tires along with upgraded suspension tuning for improved ride
and handling. Sales were an improvement over , at 7,, but not enough to justify continuing
production of the model. Some other factors leading to the discontinuation of the GTO were the
declining interest in performance cars and new emissions laws mandating the use of a catalytic
converter in automobiles. During the Detroit Auto Show , a GTO concept car with a
heritage-inspired "Coke-bottle" shape, grille, and hood scoop, was introduced to the world. It
was only intended to be a design study and had no engine. It had styling cues paying homage
to all the generation of the Pontiac GTOs such as rear quarter windows reminiscent of the
Pontiac GTO, hood-mounted tachometer pod, split grilles, tapered tail lights, twin hood Scoops,
and unique inch wheels. Car and Driver praised the performance of the V8 powered, rear-wheel
drive Holden Commodore SS, but noted that even though it was one of the best vehicles that
GM offered at the time, it could not be purchased in the United States. The idea of importing a
rear-wheel drive Holden as a GM North American performance offering gradually transformed
into importing the Monaro. Lutz, as well as other GM executives, later drove a Holden Monaro
while on a business trip in Australia, which convinced them that importing the car could be a

profitable venture. Lutz had to convince GM executive hierarchy to import the car and overcome
a corporate culture that promoted regional autonomy between GM North America and its
overseas divisions. This resulted in an "unnecessarily long gestation period," as Lutz put it, and
at a much higher cost than anticipated. The Monaro design was introduced in but appeared
"dated" in when it was released in the United States. Both of these elements played a role in the
car's lukewarm acceptance by the general public. It was equipped with the 5. Changes from the
Australian-built Monaro included bracing additions to the body to meet U. GM Engineers
benchmarked the sound of the GTO held in the Pontiac historical collection, as well as other
LS1-powered vehicles while working with the exhaust vendor to tune the system. The effort was
made to make the new GTO invoke the same sound as the original while still meeting the noise
threshold required by some states. GM had high expectations to sell 18, units, but the lukewarm
reception of the car in the U. The styling was frequently derided by critics as being too
"conservative" and "anonymous" to befit either the GTO heritage or the current car's
performance. Given the newly revived muscle car climate, it was also overshadowed by the
Chevrolet Monte Carlo , Chrysler , Dodge Charger , Dodge Magnum , and the new Ford Mustang
, all of whom featured more traditional "muscle car" aesthetics. Critics also pointed out the car's
high sale price. By the end of the year, the models were sold with significant discounts. Sales
totaled 13, of the 15, imported cars for The hood scoops that originally were slated for
production in were pushed into production as part of an over-the-counter Sport Appearance
Package. The Sport Appearance Package also included a taller and more angular rear spoiler,
as well as deeper inset front grilles. The last units of the model year GTOs were equipped with
the W40 package. The major change for was the replacement of the LS1 engine with the LS2
engine. Other changes included larger front rotors and caliper hardware from the Corvette, a
strengthened drivetrain with the addition of a driveshaft with larger " giubos " and a larger
differential flange, as well as revised half-shafts. Dashboard gauge graphics were revised. The
optional dealer-installed Sport Appearance Package became available and differed visually by
having a different lower rear fascia, aftermarket mufflers with quad chrome exhaust tips, revised
spoiler, and front lower fascia extension, recessed grilles and revised rocker panels. This
package was available from GM as an accessory in red, silver, black, or primer for other color
cars. Production amounted to 11, cars due in part to a shortened model year. Changes for
included revised blacked-out tail lamps, illuminated steering wheel radio controls, faster moving
power seat motors, and an interior power door lock switch. The explanation was the inability to
meet new airbag deployment standards for From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. Motor
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Ventura II. Tempest Custom. Custom S. Grand Am. Strato Chief. Pathfinder Deluxe. Super Chief.
Catalina Brougham. Parisienne Brougham. Star Chief. Star Chief Executive. Grand Ville. Grand
Ville Brougham. Bonneville Brougham. Station wagon. Personal luxury. Grand Prix. Muscle car.
Grand tourer. Mid-size crossover. Compact SUV. Compact MPV. Montana SV6. Reliability
indicates how models have performed in the past, providing the basis for predicting how the
vehicles will hold up in the year ahead. These charts provide the most comprehensive reliability
information available to consumers. Based on information received from our latest subscriber
survey, our reliability history charts give you a rundown on how used vehicles are holding up in
17 potential trouble spots, ranging from the engine, transmission, and brakes to power

equipment and the electrical system. Learn more about car Reliability. Reactivate now to get the
information you were looking for! If you feel you have received this message in error, please
view our customer care FAQs or access your account information here. Sign In. Become a
Member. Remember Me. Not a member? Need further assistance? Please call Member Services
at Unlock Ratings. Used Pontiac Vibe Change Vehicle. You'll find a compliant ride, fairly nimble
handling, and effective brakes. Notable shortcomings are a flawed driving position and a noisy
engine. Overall, the Vibe is a good practical alternatives to a small SUV. There are 8 recalls on
this vehicle. Learn More. Overall Reliability. View Recalls. Worse Better. Overall Reliability
Verdict. Engine Major. Engine Minor. Engine Cooling. Transmission Major. Transmission Minor.
Drive System. Fuel System. Electric System. Climate System. Body Integrity. Body Hardware.
Power Equipment. In-car Electronics. Show More Trouble Spots. Show Fewer Trouble Spots.
Based on information received from our latest subscriber survey for about , vehicles, our
reliability history charts give you a rundown on how through vehicles are holding up in 17
potential trouble spots, ranging from the engine, transmission, and brakes to power equipment
and the electrical system. NA indicates that we did not receive a large enough sample size to
provide data for a specific year. An X indicates that the vehicle was not manufactured for a
specific year. An air bag that does not inflate properly increases the risk of injury in the event of
a crash. Read Recall Details. General Motors LLC GM is recalling certain Pontiac Vibe vehicles
equipped with a front passenger air bag assembly replaced under a prior recall. The
replacement air bag may not unfold as designed during inflation in high temperature conditions,
possibly resulting in the air bag not inflating properly. What should you do:. GM will notify
owners, and dealers will inspect and replace the passenger air bag module, as necessary, free
of charge. The recall began February 19, Owners may contact Pontiac customer service at GM's
number for this recall is N Potential Number of Units Affected: Hide Recall Details. An inflator
explosion may result in sharp metal fragments striking the driver or other occupants resulting
in serious injury or death. These vehicles are equipped with certain air bag inflators assembled
as part of the passenger frontal air bag modules used as original equipment or replacement
equipment. In the event of a crash necessitating deployment of the passenger frontal air bag,
these inflators may explode due to propellant degradation. Toyota will notify the Toyota and
Lexus owners. General Motors will notify the Pontiac Vibe owners. Depending on the vehicle
model, dealers will replace the front passenger air bag inflator with an alternate inflator, or
replace the air bag assembly that includes an alternate inflator, free of charge. The recall began
January 23, Owners may contact Toyota customer service at , Lexus customer service at or
Pontiac customer service at Note: This recall includes vehicles that have had their air bag
previously replaced under an earlier air bag campaign. In the event of a crash necessitating
deployment of the passenger's frontal air bag, the inflator could rupture with metal fragments
striking the vehicle occupants potentially resulting in serious injury or death. On June 16,
Toyota expanded the recall to cover an additional , vehicles, including certain model year Lexus
SC, Toyota Sequoia, Toyota Corolla Matrix, Toyota Corolla, Pontiac Vibe, and Toyota Tundra
vehicles, as well the vehicles covered by the May 13, notification in the portions of Georgia,
Alabama, Louisiana, Mississippi and Texas that were not previously included. The inflators in
the front passenger air bags are susceptible to rupture in the event of a crash necessitating the
deployment of the front passenger air bag. Toyota will notify their owners. Pontiac Vibe owners
will be notified by GM. Dealers will replace the passenger side front air bag, free of charge.
Owners may contact Toyota customer service at Toyota began the recall on July 13, Pontiac
Vibe owners may contact GM at GM began the recall on June 29, For vehicles located in the U.
On June 16, , Toyota expanded the recall to include an additional 1,, vehicles, including model
year and Sequoia, Tundra, Corolla, Corolla Matrix, Pontiac Vibe and Lexus SC vehicles. This is
to address a safety defect in the passenger side frontal air bag inflator which may produce
excessive internal pressure causing the inflator to rupture upon deployment of the air bag. This
recall addresses both the passenger side frontal air bags that were originally installed in the
vehicles, as well as replacement air bags that may have been installed as replacement service
parts. A replacement air bag may have been installed, as one example, if a vehicle had been in a
crash necessitating the replacement of the passenger side frontal air bag. Dealers will replace
the front passenger air bag. The recall began on July 13, Toyota owners may contact Toyota
customer service at Pontiac owners may call Inadvertent deployment of the air bags or the seat
belt pretensioners increases the risk of an injury or crash. Dealers will replace the air bag
control module, free of charge. The recall began on August 24, GM issued an interim notification
to owners on March 27, Note: This recall supersedes recalls 13V and 14V Vehicles that had a
noise filter installed as the remedy for one of those campaigns need to have the air bag control
module replaced under this campaign. Inadvertent deployment of the airbags or the seat belt
pretensioners may increase the risk of injury and the possibility of a vehicle crash. Toyota is

recalling certain model year Corolla and Corolla Matrix vehicles and Pontiac Vibe vehicles. The
supplemental restraint system SRS circuits are susceptible to internal shorting. The electrical
short may create an abnormal current flow and increased heat which can damage the circuits.
Toyota will re-notify their owners who have already had their vehicles repaired with a noise
filter, but did not receive a new airbag control module, and General Motors will re-notify theirs.
Dealers previously installed a supplemental harness containing an electrical filter between the
airbag control module and its wire harness, free of charge. Dealers will replace the airbag
control module, free of charge. The recall began on March 13, The manufacturer has not yet
provided a schedule for second notices. For more information, Toyota owners may call and
Pontiac owners may call Show More. Check Vehicle for Unrepaired Recalls. Recall Look-up.
Change Vehicle. Ready to Shop Local Inventory? Select Another Vehicle. More From Consumer
Reports. Make a Donation Newsletters Give a Gift. You no longer have digital access to ratings
and reviews. Set an alert to be notified of new listings. Now showing page 1 of 1. Browse
Category. Search Tools. Set an Alert? Auction Vehicle. Private Seller. Owned by a former
Pontiac dealer, this Trans Am has been kept in a climate-controlled warehouse and Beautiful
WS6 example Purchased new. Collectors Edition Trans Am. Convertible, 6 speed, CD changer in
trunk. Always Gar Great car in excellent condition with a new paint job, convertible top, 4 new
tires, new Contact Seller. Refine Search? Also be sure to view results in. Power comes from a
recently tuned 5. Thefactory red cloth interior and white top are original, and the car was
garage-kept under previous ownership. This third-generation GT was acquired by the seller in
andis offered with the owner's manual, service records, and a clear Florida title. This Chevrolet
Corvette convertible 50th Anniversary Edition has just under 29k actual miles and is powered by
an LS1 5. Finished in Anniversary EditionRed with a tan cloth soft top over a shale leather
interior, the car was originally sold in New Jersey and later resided in both Maryland and
Pennsylvania before being relocated to Florida beginning in Equipment includes an electronic
driver information center, head-up display, and independent suspension with active handling.
This Dodge Stealth hatchback is one of produced in Kutani Red for the model year, and it is a
one-owner original car showing only 38k miles. It is finished in Kutani Red over a charcoal
leather interior and is powered by a 3. This Cadillac Brougham sedan has been freshly repainted
in its factory color. It shows just 98k miles from new, retaining its original blue leather interior
and a fully refurbished air conditioning system. The car is powered by a ci V8 paired with a
4-speed automatic transmission. It was originally sold in El Paso, Texas, and was subsequently
relocated to Arizona. Sign up for our daily newsletter. Get Newsletter. Get our app. Help Center.
About ClassicCars. Contact Us. Our Sponsors. Business Advertisers. Career Opportunities.
Read The Journal. Privacy Policy. All other trademarks are the property of their respective
owners. Our Awards x. This prestigious accolade represents the continued growth of the
company, and ClassicCars. The Stevie Awards, the world's premier business awards
recognized ClassicCars. In The Journal, brought to you by ClassicCars. This page is for
personal, non-commercial use. We weren't able to find any results within the criteria you
specified, but we did find similar listings for you:. Find used car trade in, resell, certified
pre-owned and retail values of used vehicles based on the condition, mileage and other factors
of the car sale. It's like a new car for the price of a clunker. Pontiac GTO Year Filters Reset
Done. Year - Buy From Home. Handle all aspects of your vehicle purchase without ever needing
to go into the dealership. Look for the Buy From Home badge when choosing dealerships to
connect with. Price Rating. Transmission Transmission Automatic Manual. Auction Cars.
Collector and Enthusiast Cars. Reset Done. Drag map to chose location. Price Reduced. Book
Values. Get Book Value. Get a quote presented by. Powered by. Have a VIN? Great Auto Loan
Rates. Not all decisions will happen immediately. Decision time may vary depending on the
lender or dealer you are matched with. You must have JavaScript enabled to experience the new
Autoblog. Please follow the instructions below to enable JavaScript in your browser. A majority
of all used US imports have either been in accidents, been stolen, been flooded, salvaged and
rebuilt and shipped to Europe or are subject to open recalls. For 30 years, CARFAX has been
collecting data on US vehicles from thousands of sources and has helped millions of used car
shoppers reduce their risk of getting stuck with a vehicle that has costly hidden problems. For
more than 30 years, CARFAX has been helping millions of used car shoppers make better
purchase decisions and avoid expensive hidden problems. In addition, CARFAX has helped
used car dealers around the world to build trust with their customers and sell their American
cars with confidence. With more than 14 billion records, CARFAX has built up its database with
the help of its partners and sources, including government offices, law enforcement agencies,
service and repair shops, car dealerships, insurance companies and many more. In addition to
publicly available information, CARFAX has collected information from many independent
reliable sources. Thanks for the service, the price was absolutely worth. Immediately to the
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d the report. Vehicle imported from California to Lithuania. For some weeks "Babs" is now with
us and we have a lot of fun with the car. Buying Used American Cars? Search by VIN. Instant
Access. We offer you unique vehicle history to help you make better purchase decisions.
Trusted by millions of users. Worldwide market leader. The most popular blog articles How to
detect mileage rollback? Mileage rollback is one of the most occurring types of fraud in the
selling process of used cars. However, there are ways to detect mileage fraud. Even though
odometer fraud is difficult to detect for the untrained eye, it is not an impossible task. Import a
car from the USA. There are a few advantages to buying a American used car. Check the Service
History of a Car. How important is the service history of a car? CARFAX takes a look at these
questions and explains the importance of the service history of a car, as well as where you can
find the complete history of service records. Make a VIN Search.

