Mazda 3 2004 interior

Good looks, strong engines and sharp handling add up to an economy car that feels anything
but cheap. Give it one quick glance and you probably wouldn't guess that the Mazda 3 is the
newest player in the highly competitive economy car segment. Look inside and the perception
doesn't change much. A sleek yet functional design blends with high-quality materials and
ample passenger room to give this new Mazda an upscale look and feel that few cars in the
class can match. Drive it a few miles, or for several hours as we did, and the feeling that the 3 is
not just another import econobox grows even stronger. Could it be the new standard for
economy cars in the U. With competition like the Honda Civic and Toyota Corolla to contend
with, we wouldn't go that far just yet, but our initial impressions indicate that anyone looking for
an affordable, fun-to-drive sedan or hatchback would find more to like in the Mazda 3 than either
one of those other perennial front-runners. A Sport Appearance package that adds additional
bodywork and larger wheels for an even sharper-edged look is available on all models. Mazda
backs up the 3's sporty image with a pair of engines that places it at the top of the class when it
comes to horsepower. The base sedan uses a 2. Both engines can be equipped with either a
five-speed manual or a four-speed automatic transmission. As you might expect, the engines
feel similar in their strength and power delivery. When you consider that the base 2. Refined and
quiet throughout its full rpm range, the 2. Drop a gear and higher-speed passing is rarely a
problem, and even if you're lazy and leave it in too high a gear, it still manages to pull its way
out with little fuss. The more powerful 2. There's more pop than the base engine, but only those
with a dedicated yearning for performance are likely to find it necessary to have the larger
engine. The five-speed transmission is the same unit used in the midsize Mazda 6 although a
few modifications give it a more substantial, refined feel. The four-speed automatic features
manual-shift capability and electronic slope control for less juggling of the gears when
negotiating hills. Liquid-filled suspension bushings, an electrohydraulic steering system and an
all-new multilink rear suspension design are just a few of the 3's upgrades that deliver refined
road manners that will surprise those expecting the typically flabby ride and handling of most
economy cars. Tightly controlled but rarely harsh, the 3's suspension leans toward the sporty
end of the spectrum without beating up your insides along the way. Feedback through the
wheel is still better than average, and the brakes are firm and powerful. The only downside is
that road noise is up, too, so there's still some room for improvement. Much the same could be
said about the 3's interior, as it's better in nearly every way yet still not without its flaws. Unlike
most cars in this class that offer nothing more than purely functional setups, the 3's cabin has a
more cohesive layout that manages to inject a little style into the equation. From the individually
recessed gauges to the symmetry of the center stack controls, the attention to detail is evident.
Satellite steering wheel controls are a nice touch for a car in this price range, but we could do
without the cheesy LEDs that light up in correspondence with volume or station changes. And
as good as they look, the controls don't have the high-quality feel that you get with the Honda
Civic. There's still enough room for taller drivers to get comfortable up front, and the rear seats
are acceptably spacious for a car in this class. A tilt-and-telescoping steering wheel is always a
nice feature to find, but we can't say the same about the rotary seat recline mechanism. Trunk
space is up on sedan models, but the hatchback is still short on cargo space until you fold the
rear seats. Interior nitpicks aside, the Mazda 3 addresses many of the shortcomings that kept
the previous model stuck behind the competition. There's no longer a lack of power or
refinement in the engine department, as both of the available four-cylinders provide ample
thrust and low noise levels. The suspension setup is better than ever, and the interior still has a
unique, upscale look that no other economy sedan can touch. Combine all these improvements
with the stylish exterior and the new Mazda 3 looks as though it could finally shrug off its
second-tier billing and start giving the Civic a run for its money. The Used Mazda 3 Hatchback is
offered in the following styles: s 4dr Hatchback 2. Doing so could save you hundreds or
thousands of dollars. Edmunds also provides consumer-driven dealership sales and service
reviews to help you make informed decisions about what cars to buy and where to buy them.
Simply research the type of used car you're interested in and then select a prew-owned vehicle
from our massive database to find cheap used cars for sale near you. Once you have identified
a used or CPO vehicle you're interested in, check the AutoCheck vehicle history reports, read
dealer reviews, and find out what other owners paid for the Used Mazda 3 Hatchback. Is it better
to lease or buy a car? Ask most people and they'll probably tell you that car buying is the way to
go. And from a financial perspective, it's true, provided you're willing to make higher monthly
payments, pay off the loan in full and keep the car for a few years. Leasing, on the other hand,
can be a less expensive option on a month-to-month basis. It's also good if you're someone
who likes to drive a new car every three years or so. Check out Mazda lease specials Check out
Mazda 3 lease specials. Popular searches. My notifications My Account. For Sale Review
Features Save. View Photos. Appraise this car. Ride might be too stiff for some, a few

ergonomic quirks, tight rear legroom. Other years. List Price Estimate. ZIP Code. See all for
sale. Find savings on the 3 for sale near you. See Pricing. Sign up for price drop alerts. Be the
first to know when prices drop near Edmunds' Expert Review. The Mazda 3 is an all-new
economy sedan and hatchback that replaces the Protege in Mazda's lineup. Read more. Write a
review See all reviews. Bought my in while still under warranty, and 9 years and miles later am
only now thinking of upgrading. Longest I've ever driven one particular vehicle. The most cost
comes with replacing the low profile tires so frequently but otherwise has been essentially
maintenance free with giving it regular oil changes and routine checkups. I absolutely love this
solid little car. I even discovered I could camp in it. As I age I need slightly better front seats for
comfort and therefore am also looking to upgrade to maybe a Mazda CX I love hatchbacks, I
don't like SUVs, vans and sedans and this car is perfect. Read less. Bought this car new in and
approaching 90k miles. Every mile has been enjoyable. Thought about getting a newer car with
better performance and luxury, but decided that this car so perfectly meets my needs, I'm going
to drive it into the ground. No major problems aside from nasty pothole related suspension stuff
and has maintained high 20's combined mileage while remaining fun to drive. Won't win a drag
race, but can slalom with many "performance" cars. Definitely recommend upgrading stock
rubber to slightly wider, stickier set. Great tires for this car. I purchased my Mazda in with k
miles. She was a one owner car before me and they took very good care of her. I'm sad to say I
totaled her at k miles. She never broke down on me. I did treat her well and got routine
maintenance done. The worst thing about her was the road noise and she was a little bit of a
bumpy ride. When the air bag went off it exploded and filled my car with smoke. I hit a car in
front of me on highway going about 35 miles per hour. If i had the choice having her back I
would. I purchased my car with 4 miles on it and now am nearing , Maintenance has been next
to nothing. And, since I paid the car off 12 years ago, this Mazda has been one of the best
investments that I have ever made. The last few years have brought wear and tear issues on
appearance items such as the paint beginning to fail and the seams of the seats coming apart. It
is about time to invest in a new car and with no car payment for the last 10 years I have plenty of
money saved to pay cash for the next one! See all reviews of the Used Mazda 3 Hatchback.
Write a review. Frontal Barrier Crash Rating. Dynamic Test Result No Tip. Risk Of Rollover Not
Rated. IIHS Rating. Side Impact Test. See full safety scores. People who viewed this also viewed
4. Sponsored cars related to the 3. Sign Up. The all-new Mazda 3, or Mazda3, as Mazda calls its
new line of compacts, replaces the tried-and-true Protege. The Mazda3, available as a four-door
sedan or five-door hatchback, is bigger, more powerful, more fuel efficient, safer and
better-looking than the Protege. The four-door and five-door models each offer their own
styling. The sedan has a sweet, rounded shape and smooth, cohesive design. The five-door
looks more aggressive and is available with a more powerful engine and bigger brakes. Its
hatchback design and folding rear seats makes it suitable for a trip to Home Depot. On twisty
country roads the Mazda3 is a blast. Handling is quick and nimble and the available 2. The
Mazda3 four-door sedan is available with either 2. Mazda3i is the designation for the 2. Standard
equipment includes all the power conveniences and air conditioning and foglights. The Mazda3
is a wonderful car to walk around. Both of them. The four-door and the five-door share no body
panels. This represents what Mazda is known for: innovation and the risk that comes with it. But
when you look at the two cars, you can see that the styling of each nose would only work with
its own tail. Grafting a hatchback onto the nubile nose of the four-door would never do. The
five-door needed an edgy nose, which it got. It's uncommon for a manufacturer to go to the
extra expense of making more of a second body than is mechanically necessary. Mazda had a
high styling standard for this car. The four-door sedan has a sweet rounded shape forward of
the A-pillar, rising gently from the hood. The trademark wedge of a grille has horizontal bars,
softer than the five-door's tough black mesh. The headlamps have a smooth and sexy shape,
swept back like a cat and sparkling with three beams inside. The whole front bumper, including
the dam at the bottom with foglights at the corner, is impressively one piece. There's a small
seam on each fender between the headlights and the wheel opening, and between the
headlights there's only the hood crack. Everything south of that is one smooth and effective
piece. The rear of the sedan is another smooth cohesive design with the integrated bumper, and
again only small seams at the edge. The deck is short and high and nicely softened at the top
edge. At all four corners, the wheelwells fit more tightly around the tires; there used to be a rule
at Mazda that there had to be enough of a wheelwell gap to install tire chains without removing
the tire, which the stylists hated and finally defeated with the Mazda3. The stance of the
five-door is no wider, but it appears wide-shouldered because of the aggressive nose; the
fenders are dropped and sculpted to rise to the hood. The boxy top half also makes it look
wider. There's less rake from the tops of the doors to the roof affording more shoulder room ,
but the tail of the roof is gently rounded to the liftgate window, to soften the profile. There's a

tidy spoiler above the window. The rear fenders are aggressively defined over the wheels.
There's a big notch on the rear bumper under the hatchback's liftgate for the back of your hand
when you grab the latch. We thought the design was a bit exaggerated until we used it the first
time and appreciated its excellent function. The taillights chase after the twentysomething sport
compact set. The glass is clear, and inside there are three bulbs: amber turn signal, white
backup, and red brake. It's a style that has gone more or less mainstream, with manufacturers
trying to appeal to trends that began with aftermarket and the young. It's especially nice that
there's no chrome trim. Black around the windows, body colored everywhere else. Mazda3 is a
global car, sharing technology and components with both the upcoming Volvo S40 and the
European Ford Focus. It's like a talent co-op. People say component sharing makes cars all the
same but it's not so. Mazda developed the engines and transmissions, Volvo did the chassis
and safety, and Ford did the suspension design. The suspension tuning was back in Mazda's
hands, worked out at their rolling Hiroshima test track. Each manufacturer did what it does best,
and the result is the best of three worlds. Mazda3 is a couple inches longer, wider and taller
than the old Protege. A lot of work went into the new unibody chassis, which is 40 percent more
rigid than the Protege's. Mazda had a bare chassis on display at the vehicle's introduction,
painted different colors to designate features pertaining to safety and beefy structure. In a
head-on collision the front of the chassis is designed to redirect energy to the outside rails, and
not down the center toward the front seats. The steering column is crushable and the pedals are
designed to retract away from the driver's feet. The standard cloth interior is sturdy, in blue or
red check with leather at the edges. The leather is smooth and black and a well-priced option
compared to other cars. The seats have adequate bolstering, but when Mazda's performance
arm, Mazdaspeed, makes a version of the Mazda3 it should have racier seats. Power seats aren't
available, but who needs them in a car this small? There is adjustable lumbar support, and the
hip position is elevated, reducing front legroom a touch, but providing excellent forward
visibility as well as a very tidy relationship with the pedals and especially the short shift lever.
There's no dead pedal, but the outside of the driver's right shin rests comfortably on the edge of
the center stack. In the rearview mirror of the five-door, the two rear headrests and the center
brake light CHMSL intrude a little bit into window space. The three-spoke leather steering wheel
feels great in the hands, and the control buttons cruise control, sound system have a positive
feel. There's an attractive faux carbon fiber horizontal strip on the panel, while the dashboard
shelf is golf ball grainy, not unlike the new Cadillacs, although Mazda says it was the Porsche
Boxster they were trying to copy. The glovebox is not only huge 9 quarts , but the door is
dampened and it has its own light. There's a deep but not long console under the driver's right
elbow, and between the seats are two built-in cupholders with a neatly hinged cover in black
plastic. The cupholders have a canal between them so other things such as a cellphone can be
stored and easily reached there. Cargo space with the seats folded flat in the five-door is
Flipping the seats down is easy. We reached in from behind, pressed down on one small square
button on each side, and an easy shove forward dropped each seat flat. A separate
compartment is hidden under the floor. The three big gauges are dead ahead for the driver, but
they're awfully busy down in the tunnels where they effectively hide from the glare of the sun.
They are electroluminescent, which means day or night the numbers are lit in reddish-orange.
Even without the color the mph speedometer is busy, with hash marks and a smaller kilometer
measure with more hash marks inside the mph numbers. The dash panel looks better at night
than day, with the reddish-orange lighting having its chance to be seen. There are glowing rings
around most of the dials including the cigarette lighter, in kind of a dull maroon. There are 12
new colors, some of which look almost metalflake, for example the new Solar Yellow Mica,
probably just as bright but not quite as bold as the Protege5 yellow. The larger, more powerful
2. It makes horsepower, but it is after all a non-turbocharged four-cylinder, so there's not a ton
of torque. At rpm there's only pounds-feet and it climbs to at and peaks at at a relatively high
rpm. Be prepared to downshift to accelerate suddenly, either with the manual five-speed
gearbox or the four-speed automatic. Redline is rpm but the engine is happy zooming to The
valve engine is quite sophisticated, with variable valve timing and a variable induction system
which optimizes intake efficiency and torque. The block is aluminum, there's a cam chain rather
than a belt, and the exhaust manifold is stainless steel. It's very smooth and quiet at consistent
freeway speeds, and has a nice sporty sound when the engine's revving under acceleration. The
2. The standard five-speed manual shifts beautifully, especially the upshifts, which were almost
as smooth as an automatic, with no real driver effort. This is the result of the redesigned
synchronizers and cable linkage for reduced friction. Mazda calls the optional automatic
transmission Activematic. You can just put it in Drive and go, but it features a manual mode
programmed for quick shifting, making the Mazda3 the only car in its class offering such a
transmission. It's also programmed to maintain its gear going downhill for slope control engine

braking , and uphill to reduce hunting. Handling is quick and nimble, making the Mazda3 fun to
drive. On twisty country roads, the Mazda3 is a blast and it's sharp, true and steady in
emergency lane-change maneuvers. The Ford group in England designed the suspension, but it
was tuned by Mazda at its long, rolling test track at Hiroshima. The five-door with the 2. We
found the brakes to be quite effective and sensitive; a mere light touch on the brake pedal
around town is nice. In fact, the whole braking system has been upgraded with better hoses,
master cylinder and pads, plus wider tires. Mazda is rightly boastful about its new entry level
car, because it offers far more than anyone might expect in this price class. It's solidly
executed, with no flaws, at least not at first blush: strong engine, transmission, handling,
brakes, comfort, packaging and looks. The five-door should be the shape of things to come with
its versatility. The old econobox ain't what it used to be. This is what it has become. Is this a
great world or what? You must be logged in to post a comment Login. Reviews Previews Advice
Awards. By Sam Moses December 8, Turning circle: Cargo volume: Curb weigth: lbs. Unless
otherwise indicated, specifications refer to test vehicle. Prices do not include manufacturer's
destination and delivery charges. Manufacturer Info Sources: - Related Vehicles. Follow
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Interior Auto. Tilt Steering. Telescope Steering. Power Adjustable Exterior Mirror. Air
Conditioning. Cargo Net. Other cars to consider. The new Mazda3 5door replaces last year's
nicely wrought but underpowered Protege5. There's a lot to check out in the new compact
Mazda, which rides on chassis architecture shared with up-brand models like the Volvo Who
wouldn't want to pay for coach and get a free upgrade to business class? Slide behind the
wheel of the all-new compact Mazda3, and you'd swear you're soaking in the polish and finesse
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