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production, marketing and sale of Isuzu commercial vehicles and diesel engines. Isuzu-branded
vehicles are sold in most commercial markets worldwide. Isuzu's primary market focus is on
commercial diesel-powered truck, buses and construction, while their Japanese competitor
Yanmar focuses on commercial-level powerplants and generators. By , Isuzu had produced over

21 million diesel engines, which can be found in vehicles all over the world. The next step was
taken in , when a technical cooperation with Wolseley Motors Limited was initiated, yielding
exclusive rights to the production and sales of Wolseley vehicles in East Asia from knock-down
kits. Heavy construction vehicles were imported from the United States companies GMC and
Ford to aid in recovery and reconstruction, and the company sought to contribute by producing
locally built construction and heavy duty vehicles. In the company introduced its 2-ton load
capacity "Sumida P-type truck" equipped with an A6 engine and a 1-ton vehicle "Sumida M-type
No. The name "sumida" was used from the Sumida River as the factory at Fukagawa was close
by. Automobile Industries Co. The names used for the products of this company, marketed as
"Sumida" and "Chiyoda", have special significance in Japan. Chiyoda is a district in Tokyo
where the Imperial Palace is located, and Sumida refers to a river that flows through Tokyo
approximately 3. The company continued to manufacture heavy duty trucks and passenger
busses, realizing the need to modernize the transportation infrastructure of Japan, and was one
of the primary manufacturers for the Imperial Japanese Army along with Mitsubishi Heavy
Industries , and had a corporate allegiance to the Yasuda zaibatsu. One of the vehicles it
produced for the war effort was the Sumida M. In , Hino Heavy Industries was split off from
Isuzu, becoming a separate corporation. The word Isuzu translated into English means "fifty
bells"â€”hence the focus on "bell" in both the later Bellel and the Bellett. The name was used
from the Isuzu River that flows near to the Ise Grand Shrine , one of Japan's most sacred and
revered shrines. Truck and bus production of the TX40 and TU60 series and the Isuzu Sumida
bus resumed in , with the permission of the occupation authorities. In a factory was built at
Fujisawa, Kanagawa , and in the Isuzu Elf was introduced as a medium duty cab over
commercial truck which is still in production, and was also shared with the Isuzu Journey bus.
Isuzu continued to maintain its market presence by providing commercial vehicles by
introducing the Isuzu TY in The company is one of the primary manufacturers of commercial
duty trucks and busses for public transportation, to include the Isuzu Cubic , Isuzu Gala and the
Isuzu Erga along with the Isuzu Giga. Beginning in the Hillman Minx passenger car is produced
under license of Rootes Group giving the company a passenger car to compete with other
Japanese manufacturers, realizing that their resources were limited and therefore sought out
international partnerships. Being a small producer making cars which were somewhat too large
and pricey for the Japanese market at the time, Isuzu spent some time looking for a commercial
partner. This joint sales-service collaboration was seen as the first step towards an eventual
merger. This ended even more quickly, by , and the next year an equally short-lived
collaboration was entered with Nissan. As a result of the collaboration, certain American GM
products were sold to Japanese customers through Isuzu dealerships. Holden's Statesman was
also briefly sold examples with Isuzu badging in Japan during the seventies. In Isuzu began
selling consumer and commercial vehicles under their own brand in the United States. Isuzu's
then president Toshio Okamoto then initiated a collaboration with small-car expert Suzuki to
develop a global small car for GM, the S-car. Two Isuzu model lines Gemini, Impulse were
marketed as part of the Geo division Spectrum, Storm when it was initially launched as a
Chevrolet subsidiary. In the domestic Japanese market, OEM deals with other manufacturers
were entered to aid the poorly performing passenger car arm. Shortly afterwards, the Lafayette,
Indiana plant became operational. Isuzu's United States sales reached a peak in after the
introduction of the Isuzu Hombre pickup, a badge-engineered GM truck using the sheetmetal of
the Brazil-market Chevrolet S Isuzu resurrected the beloved Amigo in , before changing the
name of the 2-door convertible to Rodeo Sport in in an attempt to associate it with the better
selling 4-door Rodeo. The new Axiom launched in , with the fictional salesman Joe Isuzu from s
advertising campaigns brought back to promote it. Isuzu sales began to slide due to the aging
of the Rodeo and Trooper , and poor management and a lack of assistance from GM. The Rodeo
Sport was discontinued in , while production of the Rodeo and Axiom ceased a year later. This
marked the first time a non-Japanese executive had held such a high position at Isuzu. In GM
and Isuzu announced plans to share distribution networks and for Chevrolet to market an Isuzu
product. The production version of the heralded VehiCROSS was introduced to the US in , but
met with mixed reviews, as its high pricetag, unique styling and two-door configuration did not
seem to meet with market demands. Production of the VehiCROSS and other sport utility
vehicles, including the Trooper , ended in as part of a major financial reorganization which
eliminated almost 10, jobs. The number of Isuzu dealerships in the US began a rapid decline,
and by had only 2 models: the Ascender a re-badged GMC Envoy and the i-series pickup truck a
rebadged Chevrolet Colorado. Isuzu had light-vehicle dealers in the US in August , and sold an
average of just two Ascenders per dealer per month, and rumors of Isuzu's withdrawal from the
US market were rampant. Plans to introduce a new Thai-built SUV for were shelved when Isuzu
Motors Limited decided that a new SUV would be too risky, instead proceeding with the launch

of the i-series trucks. After 8 years of heavy Honda Passport sales and light Isuzu Oasis sales,
Honda and Isuzu cooperatively ended their vehicle exchange agreement in The Oasis was
dropped, and Honda replaced the Passport with the Pilot. In late Isuzu initiated a recapitalization
and debt-for-equity conversion plan to stave off a bankruptcy. Production of the 7-passenger
Ascender ended in February with the closure of GM's Oklahoma City Assembly plant, leaving
Isuzu with the 5-passenger Ascender, built in Moraine, Ohio and the low-selling i-Series as its
only retail products. The company sold just 1, vehicles in North America in the first two months
of GM ended its equity investment in Isuzu and sold all its shares to Mitsubishi Corporation ,
Itochu and Mizuho Corporate Bank ; both GM and Isuzu claimed the companies would continue
their relationship, but there was no word as of April 12, on the effect this would have on DMAX
operations. Isuzu said it would use its engineering expertise to develop the pickup and GM
would develop derivatives based on the integrated platform. Mitsubishi Corp became Isuzu's
largest shareholder in October , after it converted all the preferred shares in Isuzu it had held
since into common stock, increasing its shareholding from 3. In November Toyota purchased 5.
In August Isuzu and Toyota agreed to develop a 1. At this point, details of development,
production and supply of the diesel engine were still under discussion, but in principle, Isuzu
would play the leading role, with production scheduled to begin around On January 30, Isuzu
announced its complete withdrawal from the US market, [21] effective January 31, It would
continue to provide support and parts. The decision was due to lack of sales. In less than 10
years, they had gone from selling a complete line of cars, trucks, and SUVs, into being a
specialized SUV maker, and finally selling only a pair of rebadged, General Motors Trucks. Isuzu
and Toyota shelved development of a clean diesel engine in December On January 29, , Isuzu
and General Motors announced that they were in talks to transfer the operation of the
medium-duty truck production line in Flint, Michigan to Isuzu for a five-year period. In July ,
Isuzu and Mazda agreed to collaborate to produce the next-generation pickup trucks for Mazda
outside of North America. In August , Toyota sold off its 5. In December , Isuzu announced that
it had signed a non-binding memorandum of understanding which would eventually see Volvo
sell UD Trucks to them. In most of Asia and Africa, Isuzu is known primarily for trucks of all
sizes, after Isuzu dropped all sales of sedans and compact cars in the late s due to plummeting
sales. In the days when Isuzu sold passenger cars, they were known for focusing on the
diesel-engined niche. In , for instance, long before the explosion in diesel sales, diesels
represented Isuzu as a corporation has always been primarily a manufacturer of small to
medium compact automobiles and commercial trucks of sizes medium duty and larger, but
markets around the world show different needs. Isuzu Motors America discontinued the sale of
passenger vehicles in the United States on January 31, The company explained to its dealers
that it had not been able to secure replacements for the Isuzu Ascender and Isuzu i-Series that
would be commercially viable. Isuzu sold 7, cars in the year This action did not affect Isuzu's
commercial vehicle or industrial diesel engine operations in the United States. In Australia,
Isuzu was for many years a major supplier of light commercial and domestic vehicles to Holden
General Motors. However, by , Holden was sourcing few Isuzus. At this time Isuzu began to sell
the D-Max under the Isuzu name. Isuzu's entry in the Thai market proved to be one of its most
successful. Its presence in the country began in when it established a manufacturing facility for
pick-up trucks in the Samuthprakarn province with a capacity of , units per year. Isuzu claimed
the largest share of the Thai commercial vehicle market, outperforming its competitors for at
least 23 years. The Fujisawa Plant was built and opened for production November It is located at
8 Tsuchidana, Fujisawa, Kanagawa , and is still producing commercial vehicles for domestic
Japanese use and international exports. Mimamori-kun, which means to watch, monitor, or
observe in Japanese literally "Mr. Watcher" , [37] is a commercial vehicle telematics service
developed by Isuzu Motors for monitoring and tracking commercial vehicle operations and
movements in Japan. The service uses GPS satellite tracking services, and began February It is
connected to the internet and provides government mandated driver activity logs , and records
how long the driver was on-duty and how much time was spent driving. The service also
records when the driver took lunch breaks, where the truck stopped and for how long, and when
the driver logged off for his duty shift. The service has been modified for personal use in Japan
to keep track of family members, to include elderly members of health status and location of
children for safety purposes. Some of the main features include the wireless Internet Digital
Tachograph , the first of its kind in Japan, combined with hands-free communication, voice
guidance, and text messages displayed from the dispatch office. The system also has a
password-enabled vehicle theft prevention feature that will not let the vehicle start without the
driver having entered a password. Diesel engines are a major part of the Isuzu Motor's business
with over 20 million engines worldwide. United Engines [40]. Mack Boring Parts [40]. From
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