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Before driving Introduction 2. Seating and safety restraints 74 Starting and driving Starting
Servicing Maintenance and care All rights reserved. Reproduction by any means, electronic or
mechanical including photocopying, recording or by any information storage and retrieval
system or translation in whole or part is not permitted without written authorization from Ford
Motor Company. Ford may change the contents without notice and without incurring obligation.
Indicates vehicle information related to recycling and other environmental concerns will follow.
Correct vehicle usage and the authorized disposal of waste cleaning and lubrication materials
are significant steps towards protecting the environment. Indicates a message regarding child
safety restraints. Refer to Seating and safety restraints for more information. Indicates that this
Owner Guide contains information on this subject. Please refer to the Index to locate the
appropriate section which will provide you more information. During the first 1 km 1 miles of
driving, vary speeds frequently. This is necessary to give the moving parts a chance to break in.
Engine Coolant Engine Coolant Temperature. Instrument cluster Panel dimmer pg. OFF ON.
Electronic sound system pg. Speed control pg. Turn signal llluminates when the left or right
turn signal or the hazard lights are turned on. If one or both of the indicators stay on
continuously or flash faster, check for a burned-out turn signal bulb. Refer to Exterior bulbs in
the Maintenance and care chapter. High beams llluminates when the high beam headlamps are
turned on. It also illuminates when the Traction Controly system begins applying and releasing
the brakes and adjusting the engine characteristics to limit a wheelspin condition. It will be lit
for the duration of the Traction Controly event. For more information, refer to the Driving
chapter. For more information, refer to the Seating and safety restraints chapter. The OBD Il
system protects the environment by ensuring that your vehicle continues to meet government
emission standards. The indicator light illuminates when the ignition is first turned to the ON
position to check the bulb. The Iigfht may illuminate without a driveability concern being noted.
The vehicle will usually be drivable and will not require towing. Temporary malfunctions may
cause your light to illuminate. Examples are: 1. The vehicle has run out of fuel. The engine may
misfire or run poorly. Poor fuel quality or water in the fuel. The fuel cap may not have been
properly installed and securely tightened. After three driving cycles without these or any other
temporary malfunctions present, the light should turn off. No additional vehicle service is
required. If the light remains on, have your vehicle serviced at the first available opportunity.
Light is blinking: Engine misfire is occurring which could damage your catalytic converter. You
should drive in a moderate fashion avoid heavy acceleration and deceleration and have your
vehicle serviced at the first available opportunity. Under engine misfire conditions, excessive
exhaust temperatures could damage the catalytic converter, the fuel system, interior floor
coverings or other vehicle components, possibly causing a fire. Low fuel llluminates as an early
reminder of a low fuel condition indicated on the fuel gauge refer to Fuel gauge in this chapter
for more information. When refueling, after the light comes on, the amount of fuel that is added
will be less than the advertised capacity since there is fuel still in the tank. The ignition must be
in the ON position for this lamp to illuminate. The lamp will also illuminate for several seconds
after the ignition is turned to the ON position regardless of the fuel level to ensure your bulb is
working. Low coolant if equipped This lamp will illuminate when the engine coolant inside the
reservoir is LOW low. If the lamp. For instructions on adding coolant, see Engine coolant in the
Maintenance and care chapter. If the light does not ABS illuminate momentarily at start up,
remains on or continues to flash, the ABS needs to be serviced. With the ABS light on, the
anti-lock brake system is disabled and normal braking is still effective unless the brake warning
light also remains illuminated with the parking brake released. Check transaxle lllumination of
this light indicates that a problem has been detected and shifting may be restricted. If this lamp
remains on, have your vehicle serviced immediately. It turns off when the speed control OFF
control is pressed, the brake is applied or the ignition is turned to the OFF position. P position.
Also illuminates if the parking brake is engaged. If the BRAKE brake warning lamp does not
illuminate at these times, or remains on after releasing the parking brake, seek service
immediately. The ABS light will also illuminate if this condition is present. Engine oil pressure
Momentarily illuminates when the ignition is turned to the ON position and the engine is off.
llluminates when the oil pressure falls below the normal range. Stop the vehicle as soon as
safely possible and switch off the engine immediately. Check the oil level and add oil if needed.
Refer to Engine oil in the Maintenance and care chapter. Charging system llluminates when the
ignition is turned to the ON position and the engine is off. The light also illuminates when the
battery is not charging properly, requiring electrical system service. Air bag readiness
Momentarily illuminates when the ignition is turned ON. If the light fails to illuminate, continues
to flash or remains on, have the system serviced immediately. For information on the safety belt
warning chime, refer to the Seatinﬁ; and safety restraints Chaéz)ter. Speedometer Indicates the
current vehicle speed. Engine coolant temperature gauge Indicates the temperature of the



engine coolant. If it enters the red section, the engine is C overheating. Stop the vehicle as soon
as safely possible, switch off the engine immediately and let the engine cool. Refer to Engine
coolant in the Maintenance and care chapter. Never remove the coolant reservoir cap while the
engine is running or hot. This gauge indicates the temperature of the engine coolant, not the
coolant level. If the coolant is not at its proper level the gauge indication will not be accurate.
Trip odometer Registers the kilometers miles of individual journeys. To reset, 60 depress the
control. Fuel gauge Displays approximately how much fuel is in the fuel tank when the key is in
the ON position. The fuel gauge may vary slightly when the F vehicle is in motion. The ignition
should be in the OFF position while the vehicle is being refueled. When E the gauge first
indicates empty, there is a small amount of reserve fuel in the tank. When refueling the vehicle
from an empty indication, the amount of fuel that can be added will be less than the advertised
capacity due to the reserve fuel. Daytime running lamps DRL if equipped Turns the headlamps
on with a reduced output. Always remember to turn on your headlamps at dusk or during
inclement weather. The Daytime Running Light DRL System does not activate your tail lamps
and generally may not provide adequate lighting during these conditions. Failure to activate
Kour headlamps under these conditions may result in a collision. The autolamp system also
eeps the lights on for a fixed period of time after the ignition switch is turned to OFF. Press the
rear defroster control to clear the rear window of thin ice and fog. The ignition must be in the
ON position to operate the rear window defroster. The defroster turns off automatically after 10
minutes or when the ignition is turned to the OFF position. To manually turn off the defroster
before 10 minutes have passed, push the control again. For more information refer to Heated
Outside Mirrors in this section. Temperature control knob Controls the temperature of the
airflow inside the vehicle. The air conditioning compressor will operate in all modes except
Panel and Floor. Since the air conditioner removes considerable moisture from the air during
operation, it is normal if clear water drips on the ground under the air conditioner drain while
the system is working and even after you have stopped the vehicle. Airflow will be from the
instrument panel registers. This mode can also be used to prevent undesirable odors from
entering the vehicle. However, the air will not be cooled below the outside temperature because
the air conditioning does not operate in this mode. For short periods of time only, use this mode
to prevent undesirable odors from entering the vehicle. Heating and air conditioning capabilities
are provided in this mode. For added customer comfort, when the temperature control knob is
anywhere in between the full hot and full cold positions, the air distributed through the floor
ducts will be slightly warmer than the air sent to the instrument panel registers. For added
customer comfort, when the temperature control knob is anywhere in between the full hot and
full cold positions, the air distributed through the floor ducts will be slightly warmer than the air
sent to the windshield defrost ducts. It can be used to clear ice or fog from the windshield. This
will reduce fogging on your windshield. After a few minutes, select any desired position. This
will force most of the hot, stale air out of the vehicle. Then operate your air conditioner as you
would normally. These objects can block airflow and reduce your ability to see through your
windshield. Also, avoid placing small objects on top of your instrument panel. These objects
can fall down into the defroster outlets and block airflow and possibly damage your climate
control system. Do not place objects on top of the instrument panel, as these objects may
become projectiles in a collision or sudden stop. The EATC system will maintain a selected
temperature and automatically control airflow. You can override automatic operation with any of
the override controls or the fan speed control. Press AUTO, any of the override controls or the
fan speed control. The EATC will only operate when the vehicle is running. The selected
temperature and the word AUTO will appear in the display window. The EATC system will either
heat or cool to achieve the selected temperature. The system will automatically determine fan
speed, airflow location and if outside air or recirculated air is required. Fan speed remains
automatic unless the fan speed control is pressed. When in AUTO and weather conditions
require heat, air will be sent to the floor. However, if the engine is not warm enough to provide
heat, the fan will be at a low speed and the air will be directed to the windshield. If unusual
conditions exist i. The EATC will continue maximum cooling disregarding the displayed
temperature until a warmer temperature is selected by pressing the temperature control. The
EATC will continue maximum heating disregarding the displayed temperature until a cooler
temperature is selected by pressing the temperature control. You can override fan speed at any
time. To control fan speed manually, press the fan control to cancel automatic fan speed
operation. Press the control up for higher fan speed or down for lower fan speed. The display
will show and a bar graph to indicate manual fan AUTO operation and relative speed. The
override controls are located at the bottom of the EATC and allow you to determine where
airflow is directed. To return to full automatic control, press AUTO. It will also operate onIK
when required when AUTO has been selected. The air will be heated or cooled based on the



temperature selection. For added customer comfort, the air distributed through the floor ducts
will be slightly warmer than the air sent to the windshield defroster ducts. However, the air
cannot be cooled below the outside temperature because the air conditioning does not operate
in this mode. For added customer comfort, the air distributed through the floor ducts will be
slightly warmer than the air sent to the instrument panel registers. The temperature will remain
unchanged and air will be cooled based on the selected temperature. Airflow is from the
instrument panel registers. For short periods of time only, use this mode to reduce undesirable
odors from entering the vehicle. The outside temperature reading is most accurate when the
vehicle is moving. Higher readings may be obtained when the vehicle is not moving. The
readings that you get may not agree with temperatures given on the radio due to differences in
vehicle and station locations. Then operate the air conditioner as you would normally. Do not
plug optional electrical accessories into the cigarette lighter. Use the power point. If you wish to
maintain your preset volume level, turn the audio system off with the power control before
switching off the ignition. Press the AM or FM control to enter radio mode. Pressing the AM or
FM controls when the ignition is turned on will also enable the radio. Tune adjust The tune
control works in radio mode. Hold the control to move through the frequencies quickly. Seek
function The seek function control works in radio mode. Scan function in radio mode Press the
SCAN control to hear a brief sampling of all listenable stations on the frequency band. Press the
control again to stop the scan mode. Radio station memory preset The radio is equipped with
Six station memory preset controls. Setting memory preset stations 1. Select a station. Refer to
Tune adjust or Seek function for more information on selecting a station. Press and hold a
memory preset control until the sound returns, indicating the station is held in memory on the
control you selected. Setting the clock To set the hour, press and hold the hour H control. When
the desired hour appears, release the control. To set the minute, press and hold the minute M
control. When the desired minute appears, release the control. Your vehicle is equipped with a
special feature that allows you to access clock mode when the vehicle is not running. Press the
H or M control to engage the clock at this time. Press the AM or FM control to enter into radio
mode. Pressing the AM or FM controls when the ignition is turned on will also engage the radio.
You can switch from CD play to tape play by simply inserting a tape into the cassette deck.
Tune disc adjust The tune control works in radio or CD mode. Hold for quick movement. Play
will begin on the first track of the disc unless the CD changer is in shuffle mode. Refer to
Shuffle feature for more information. Hold the control to continue reversing through the disc.
Hold the control to fast-forward through the remaining discs. Seek function The seek function
control works in radio, tape or CD mode. If a selection has been playing for three seconds or
more and you press , the CD changer will replay that selection from the beginning. After the last
track has been completed, the first track of the current disc will automatically replay. Scan
function The scan function works in radio, tape or CD mode. Scan function in tape mode Press
the SCAN control to hear a short sampling of all selections on the tape. The tape scans in a
forward direction. To stop on a particular selection, press the control again. The CD scans in a
forward direction, wrapping back to the first track at the end of the CD. Inserting a tape Push
only slightly when inserting a cassette tape with the open edge to the right. A cassette deck
loading mechanism pulls the tape in the rest of the way. You can switch from CD to tape play by
inserting a tape into the cassette deck. Press the control during rewind or fast forward to stop
the rewind or fast forward function. The first track of the first disc will begin playing. After that
CD play will begin where it stopped last. Rewind The rewind control works in tape and CD
modes. Pressing the control for more than three seconds results in fast reverse. Fast forward
The fast forward control works in tape and CD modes. Pressing the control for more than three
seconds results in fast forward action. DolbyT noise reduction Dolbyt noise reduction operates
only in tape mode. Dolbyt noise reduction reduces the amount of hiss and static during tape
playback. Press the control to activate and deactivate Dolbyt noise reduction. Dolbyt noise
reduction system is manufactured under license from Dolbyt Laboratories Licensing
Corporation. Compression adjust Compression adjust brings soft and loud CD passages
together for a more consistent listening level. Press the COMP control to activate and deactivate
compression adjust. If equipped with the CD changer, the shuffle feature continues to the next
disc after all tracks are played. CD changer if equipped Your CD changer is either located in the
trunk, the console or the right side cargo area storage compartment. Slide the door to access
the CD changer magazine. Press to eject the magazine. Turn the magazine A over. Using the
disc holder release knob C, pull the disc holder B out of the magazine. If you pull too hard on
the disc holder, the disc holder may come completely out of the magazine. If this happens,
reinsert the disc holder back into the magazine while pressing on the lever A. Line up the CD
with the groove of the disc holder. Ensure that the label on the CD faces downwards. Press in
on the disc holder until it locks securely into the magazine. If the disc holders are not fully



locked into the magazine, the unit will not operate. Ensure that the disc holder is evenly inserted
and at the same A level as the magazine A. The unit will not operate if the disc holder is not
inserted at the same level B. Radio power must be turned on to play the CDs in the changer. The
magazine may be stored in the glove box when not being used. The CD magazine may be
inserted or ejected with the radio power off. Keep the CD changer door closed. Coins and
foreign objects will damage the CD player and void your audio system warranty. Do not insert
any promotional odd shaped or sized discs, or discs with removable labels into the CD changer
as that jamming may occur. Troubleshooting the CD changer if equipped The laser beam used
in the compact disc player is harmful to the eyes. Do not attempt to disassemble the case.
Skipping will not scratch the discs or damage the player. Allow the player to cool down before
operating. Cleaning compact discs Inspect all discs for contamination before playing. If
necessary, clean discs only with an approved CD cleaner and wipe from the center out to the
edge. Do not use circular motion. Never touch the playing surface. Cleaning cassette player if
equipped Clean the tape player head with a cassette cleaning cartridge after 10 to 12 hours of
play in order to maintain the best sound and operation. Allow tapes that may have been
exposed to extreme temperatures to reach a moderate temperature before playing. The further
an FM signal travels, the weaker it is. The listenable range of the average FM station is
approximately 40 km 24 miles. Static can be caused on AM stations by power lines, electric
fences, traffic lights and thunderstorms. Weak signals are sometimes captured by stronger
signals when you pass a broadcast tower. A stronger signal maﬁ temporarily overtake a weaker
signal and play while the weak station frequency is displayed. The audio system automatically
switches to single channel reception if it will improve the reception of a station normally
received in stereo. If service is necessary, see your dealer or a qualified technician. Never
adjust the accelerator and brake pedal with feet on pedals or while the vehicle is moving. LOCK,
locks the steering wheel, automatic transmission gearshift 4 lever and allows key removal. OFF,
shuts off the engine without 5 locking the steering wheel. ON, all electrical circuits operational.
Warning lights illuminated with engine off. Key position when driving. START, cranks the
en?ine. Release the key as soon as the engine starts. Do not use the speed control in heavy
traffic or on roads that are winding, slippery, or unpaved. Once speed control is switched off,
the previously programmed set speed will be erased. If you drive up or down a steep hill, your
vehicle speed may vary momentarily slower or faster than the set speed. This is normal. Speed
control cannot reduce the vehicle speed if it increases above the set speed on a downhill. If
your vehicle speed is faster than the set speed while driving on a downhill, you may want to
shift to the next lower gear or apply the brakes to reduce your vehicle speed. You can
accelerate with the accelerator pedal at any time during speed control usage. Releasing the
accelerator pedal will return your vehicle to the previously programmed set speed. Disengaging
the speed control will not erase the previously programmed set speed. Pressing OFF will erase
the previously programmed set speed. The bars of varying length are for intermittent wipers.
When in this position rotate the control upward for fast intervals and downward for slow
intervals. Push the control on the end of the stalk to activate washer. Push and hold for a longer
wash cycle. The washer will automatically shut off after ten seconds of continuous use. Mist
Function To operate the Mist function of the windshield wipers, push and release the windshield
washer control quickly. The wipers will cycle one or two times. Press again to turn off the wiper.
Press the washer control to activate the rear washer. The wiper will come on when the washer
control is pressed, if it is not already on. Hold the control while adjusting the wheel to the
desired position, then release the control. If the vehicle is equipped with a moon roof, the dome
lamp is located behind the moon roof. The dome lamp will stay on if the control is moved to the
passenger side position. When the control is in the middle position, the lamp will only come on
when a door is opened. With the control in the middle position, the dome lamp will illuminate
whenever a front door is opened. If either front door has been opened from the outside, the
lamp will remain on for 25 seconds after the door is shut. If any other door has been opened
from the inside, the lamp will shut off immediately after the door is closed. Press the controls on
either side of each lens on each map lamp to activate the lamps. If equipped with a moon roof,
the map lamps are located on the moon roof control panel. Press the controls on either side of
each map lamp to activate the lamps. Adjust the amount of light by sliding the control. This will
fully open the moon roof. To close, press and hold the front portion of the control. With your
cell phone plugged in the Phone Adapter System PAS in the center console, incoming calls will
ring through the audio system speakers. The WIM will turn on your audio system when you
place or receive a phone call. Your voice is picked up through the microphone mounted above
the rear view mirror allowing you to talk on the phone. Your volume setting in your phone will
effect the volume through the audio system. You may have to reset the volume of your phone
when using WIM system. To install the PAS, locate the four screw holes in the console. Install



the PAM and the hang-up cup with four screws. Remove the connector cover and plug the PAS
wiring harness into the harness connector in the console. Position the PAS harness in the
opening on the inside corner of the connector cover and install the connector cover on the
console. Check and obey the laws and regulations on the use of wireless telephones in the
areas where you drive. Before driving, familiarize yourself with the operation and location of the
WIM system. To avoid potential distraction and increased risk of injury or accident, Ford
recommends you do not use the phone while driving. Please pull off the road and park before
making or answering a call To prevent damage to the antenna or your car, remove the cellular
phone antenna mast before using an automatic car wash. Depress up to stop window operation.
Press the right side to restore the window controls. Accessory delay if equipped With accessory
delay, the window switches may be used for up to ten minutes after the ignition switch is turned
to the OFF position or until any door is opened. The rear doors can be opened from the outside
when the doors are unlocked. The childproof locks are located on rear edge of each rear door
and must be set separately for each door. Setting the lock for one door will not automatically set
the lock for both doors. Move lock control up to engage the childproof lock. Move control down
to disenga%e childproof locks. Select to adjust the left mirror or to adjust the right mirror.
Return to the center position to disable adjust function. Heated outside mirrors if equipped Both
mirrors are heated automatically to remove ice, mist and fog when the rear window defrost is
activated. Do not remove ice from the mirrors with a scraper or attempt to readjust the mirror
glass if it is frozen in place. These actions could cause damage to the glass and mirrors. Hard
objects can injure you in a collision. If your vehicle is equipped with the column shift and a
bench seat, it has a center console in the center front seating position. The center console has
similar features as the full console. To open the storage compartment, raise the armrest and
pull the strap on the seat up and toward the front of the vehicle. The rear seat area is provided
with dual cupholders. Make sure that the mat does not interfere with the operation of the
accelerator or the brake pedal. To remove the floor mat, reverse the installation procedure. It
cannot be opened from inside the cargo area. To lock the liftgate and the liftgate window, press
the lock button down on the inside of the liftgate, use the key, the power door locks, or the
remote entry key fob. The liftgate and liftgate window should be closed before driving your
vehicle. If not, possible damage may occur to the liftgate lift cylinders and attaching hardware.
An additional compartment is in the rear trim panel on the right. Always put the load you are
carrying as far forward as possible. Cargo net if equipped Wagon The cargo net secures
lightweight objects in the cargo area. Attach the net to the anchors provided. Do not put more
than 22 kg 50 I[bs. This net is not designed to restrain objects during a collision. Cargo cover if
equipped Your vehicle may be equipped with a cargo area shade that covers the luggage
comEartment of your vehicle. To install the shade: 1. Fasten the cover into the mounting
brackets make sure the cover is right side up. Pull the end of the shade toward you and hook
the sides into the notches right side first in the rear trim panels. To prevent the possibility of
injuries, the fasteners for the cargo area cover must be properly attached to the mounting clips
on the rear trim panels. Do not place any objects on the cargo area cover. They may obstruct
your vision or strike occupants of the vehicle in the case of a sudden stop or collision.
Rewinding the shade With extended use, the cargo shade may lose its spring tension. If this
occurs, the shade must be manually rewound. This is a two-person operation. Remove the
shade from the vehicle and extend it with the smooth grain facing you. Wrap the vinyl around
the roller tube twice. Tuck the edges of the vinyl inside the end cap with each wrap. Fold the
edges of the vinyl towards the center, making sure that the edges clear the end cap slots. Use
tape or arubber band to hold the vinyl to the left side of the tube. Let go of the right end cap.
The clutch will now engage and stop the shade from losing its spring tension. Unfold the vinyl
and place it into the end cap slots. Insert the shade into the side mounting brackets and check
to make sure that it operates properly. The cover may cause injury in a sudden stop or accident
if it is not securely installed. Cargo utility hooks Sedan The utility hooks located in side the
trunk can be used to hang small items on. Do not hang more than 12 kg 20 Ibs on the hooks.
The hooks are not designed to restrain objects during a collision. If there is any potential
remote keyless entry problem with your vehicle, ensure ALL key fobs remote entry transmitters
are brought to the dealership, to aid in troubleshooting. The interior lamps will illuminate with
the ignition OFF. Press the control a second time within three seconds to unlock all doors and
Iift%ate wagons. To confirm all doors are closed and locked, press the control a second time
within three seconds. The doors will lock again and the horn will chirp. If any of the doors or
liftgate are ajar, the horn will make two quick chirps, reminding you to properly close all doors.
Sounding a panic alarm Press this control to activate the alarm. Operation is subject to the
following two conditions: 1 This device may not cause harmful interference, and 2 This device
must accept any interference received, including interference that may cause undesired



operation. llluminated entry The interior lamps illuminate when the remote entry system is used
to unlock the door s. The system automatically turns off after 25 seconds or when the ignition is
turned to the ON or ACC position. The dome lamp control if equipped must not be set to the
OFF position for the illuminated entry system to operate. The battery saver will shut off the
interior lamps 10 minutes after the ignition has been turned to the OFF position. If more than 20
seconds pass before pressing a remote transmitter button, the programming mode will exit and
the procedure will have to be repeated. Replacing the battery The remote transmitter is powered
by one coin type three-volt lithium battery CR or equivalent. Typical operating range will allow
you to be up to 10 meters 33 feet away from your vehicle. Twist a thin coin between the two
halves of the transmitter near the key ring. Refer to the diagram inside the transmitter unit. Snap
the two halves back together. Replacement of the battery will not cause the remote transmitter
to become deprogrammed from your vehicle. The remote transmitter should operate normally
after battery replacement. If there is any potential perimeter anti-theft problem with your vehicle,
ensure ALL key fobs remote entry transmitters are brought to the dealership, to aid in
troubleshooting. Arming the system When armed, this system will help protect your vehicle
from unauthorized entry. The system is ready to arm whenever the ignition is turned OFF. Turn
the key full travel toward the front of the vehicle to make sure the alarm disarms. This will only
shut the horn OFF when the alarm is sounding. The alarm system will still be armed. Your
vehicle has a factory-set 5a8€” digit code that operates the keyless entry system. You can also
program your own 5&€" digit personal entry code. Programming your own personal entry code 1.
Enter the factory-set code keypad will illuminate when pressed. Enter your personal 5 digit
code. Enter each digit within five seconds of the previous one. Do not set a code that includes
three of the same number or presents them in sequential order. Thieves can easily figure out
these types of codes. Your personal code does not replace the permanent code that the
dealership gave you. You can use either code to unlock your vehicle. If a second personal code
is entered, the module will erase the first personal code in favor of the new code. If you wish to
erase your personal code, use the following instructions: Erasing personal code 1. Enter the
factory-set code. The system will now only respond to the factory-set code. If more than five
seconds pass between pressing numbers, enter the code again. The system has shut down if
the keypad light is out. If the keyless entry system does not work, use the key or remote entry
transmitter s. This can be done at any time. One through your dealer and the second with a door
lock sequence using the following instructions: 1. The user should receive a horn chirp to
indicate the system has been altered. The user should receive two horn chirps to indicate the
system had been altered. Each time you start your vehicle, the SecuriLocky key is read by the
SecuriLocky passive anti-theft system. If there is any potential SecuriLocky anti-theft problem
with your vehicle, ensure ALL SecuriLocky keys for that vehicle are brought to the dealership,
to aid in troubleshooting. The SecuriLocky passive anti-theft system is not compatible with
aftermarket remote start systems. Use of these systems may result in vehicle starting problems
and a loss of security protection. Large metallic objects, a second key or electronic devices
used to purchase gasoline or similar items on the same key ring as the PATS ignition key may
cause vehicle starting problems. If present, you need to keep these objects from touching the
PATS ignition key while starting the engine. These objects cannot damage the PATS ignition
key, but can cause a. If a problem occurs, turn the ignition OFF and restart the engine with all
other objects on the key ring held away from the ignition key. Check to make sure the encoded
ignition key is an approved Ford encoded ignition key. Spare SecuriLocky keys can be
purchased from your dealership and programmed to your SecuriLocky passive anti-theft
system. Refer to Programming spare SecuriLocky keys for more information. If one or both of
your SecuriLocky keys are lost or stolen and you want to ensure the lost or stolen key will not
operate your vehicle, bring your vehicle and all available SecuriLocky keys to your dealership
for reinitialization. If the theft indicator stays on for an extended period of time or flashes
rapidly, have the system serviced by your dealership or a qualified technician. Procedure to
program spare SecuriLockY keys to your vehicle New SecuriLocky keys must have the correct
mechanical key cut for your vehicle. Conventional non-SecuriLocky keys cannot be
programmed to your vehicle. The correct type of SecuriLocky key for your vehicle is identifiable
by the vehicle logo being on only one side if the key. If the vehicle logo is on both sides, it is not
the right key for your vehicle. You will need to have two previously programmed SecuriLocky
keys and the new unprogrammed SecuriLocky key readily accessible for the procedure. Please
read and understand the entire procedure before you begin. Within five seconds of turning the
ignition to OFF, insert the second previously programmed SecuriLocky key into the ignition and
turn the ignition from OFF to ON maintain ignition in ON for at least one second but no more
than five seconds. This step will program your new SecuriLocky key. To program additional
SecuriLocky key s , repeat this procedure from step 1. The theft indicator located on the



instrument cluster will light for three seconds and then go out. The theft indicator will flash on
and off. Wait at least one minute and then repeat the procedure from step 1. If failure repeats,
bring your vehicle to your dealership to have the spare SecuriLocky key s programmed. Adults
are advised to familiarize themselves with the operation and location of the release handle. The
material that the handle is made of will glow for hours in the darkness of the luggage
compartment following brief exposure to ambient light. Unsupervised children could lock
themselves in an open trunk and risk injury. Children should be taught not to play in vehicles.
On hot days, the temperature in the trunk or vehicle interior can rise very quickly. Exposure of
people or animals to these high temperatures for even a short time can cause death or serious
heat-related injuries, including brain damage. Small children are particularly at risk. The
purpose of these head restraints is to help limit head motion in the event of a rear collision. To
properly adjust your head restraints, lift the head restraint so that it is located directly behind
your head or as close to that position as possible. Refer to the following to raise and lower the
head restraints. The head restraints can be moved up and down. Do not pile cargo higher than
the seatbacks to reduce the risk of injuring people in a collision or sudden stop. Always drive
and ride with your seatback upright and the lap belt snug and low across the hips. Do not pile
cargo higher than the seatbacks to avoid injuring people in a collision or sudden stop. The
control is located on the outboard side of the seat cushion. Press front to raise or lower the
front portion of the seat cushion. Using the manual lumbar support if equipped The lumbar
control is located on the front of the seat cushion. Turn to adjust lumbar suPcJJort. To lower the
seatback s from inside the vehicle, pull tab to release seat back and then fold seatback down.
When raising the seatback s , make sure you hear the seat latch into place. For height and
weight limits, see the label on the seat cushion. When the seat is down, the back of your wagon
has a flat surface for carrlying cargo. To open up the seat: 1. Unlock the floor panel with the key,
then use the handle to fold the floor panel toward the front of the car. Remove the cargo cover.
The cargo cover must be removed or the seatback will not latch in the upright position. Lift the
remote latch release on the left side of the compartment and fold the remaining floor panel until
it latches. Make sure the seatback is locked in the upright position. To close the seat, make sure
the safety belts are properly stowed, then lift the remote latch release and push the seat down
until it latches. Pull up on the handle and push the floor panel into place. The system is able to
analyze different occupant conditions and crash severity before activating the appropriate
safety devices to help better protect a range of occupants in a variety of frontal crash situations.
Refer to the Air bag supplemental restraints section in this chapter. Refer to the Safety belts
section in this chapter. How does the personal safety system work? Then, dual-stage inflating
air bags are combined with safety belt pretensioners and energy management retractors to help
provide enhanced occupant protection in frontal crashes. Similarly, the safety belt usage
sensors determine if the driver and front outboard passenger safety belts are fastened. The
dual-stage air bags offer the ability to tailor the air bag inflation with two energy levels. A lower,
less forceful energy level is provided for more common, moderate-severity impacts. A higher
energy level is provided for the most severe impacts. Determining if the personal safety system
is operational The Personal Safety System uses a warning indicator light in the instrument
cluster or a back-up tone to indicate the condition of the system. Refer to the Restraints
Warning Indicator section in the Instrumentation chapter. Routine maintenance of the Personal
Safety System is not required. In addition, the RCM also monitors the restraints warning
indicator light in the instrument cluster. The tone pattern will repeat periodically until the
problem and indicator light are repaired. If any of these things happen, even intermittently, have
the Personal Safety System serviced at your dealership or by a qualified technician
immediately. Unless serviced, the system may not function properly in the event of a collision.
When are the front air bags and pretensioners deployed? Front air bags and pretensioners are
designed to activate in frontal and near-frontal collisions, not rollover, side-impacts, or
rear-impacts unless the collision causes sufficient longitudinal deceleration. The fact that the
pretensioners or air bags did not activate in a collision does not mean that something is wrong
with the system. Rather, it means the Personal Safety System determined the occupant
conditions or crash severity were not appropriate to activate these safety devices. Safety belt
precautions Always drive and ride with your seatback upright and the lap belt snug and low
across the hips. To reduce the risk of injury, make sure children sit where they can be properly
restrained. Never let a passenger hold a child on his or her lap while the vehicle is moving. The
passenger cannot protect the child from injury in a collision. All occupants of the vehicle,
Including the driver, should always properly wear their safety belts, even when an air bag SRS
is provided. It is extremely dangerous to ride in a cargo area, inside or outside of a vehicle. In a
collision, people riding in these areas are more likely to be seriously injured or killed. Do not
allow people to ride in any area of your vehicle that is not equipped with seats and safety belts.



Be sure everyone in your vehicle is in a seat and using a safety belt properly. In arollover crash,
an unbelted person is significantly more likely to die than a person wearing a seat belt. Each
seating position in your vehicle has a specific safety belt assembly which is made up of one
buckle and one tongue that are designed to be used as a pair. Never wear the shoulder belt
under the arm. Always transport children 12 years old and under in the back seat and always
properly use appropriate child restraints. Combination lap and shoulder belts 1. Insert the belt
tongue into the proper buckle the buckle closest to the direction the tongue is coming from until
you hear a snap and feel it latch. Make sure the tongue is securely fastened in the buckle. To
unfasten, push the release button and remove the tongue from the buckle. The front and rear
outboard safety restraints in the vehicle are combination lap and shoulder belts. The front
Bassenger and rear seat outboard safety belts have two types of locking modes described

elow: Energy management retractors Your vehicle has a seat belt system equipped with
energy management retractors at the driver and front outboard passenger seating positions. An
energy management retractor is a device which pays out webbing in a controlled manner. This
feature is designed to help further reduce the risk of force-related injuries to the occupant. Seat
belt systems equipFed with an energy management retractor must be replaced if they were in
use during a frontal collision which resulted in deployment of the frontal air bags. Refer to the
Safety belt maintenance section in this chapter. In the event of a collision resulting in the
deployment of the front air bags, the front safety belts must be replaced if they were in use. In
addition, all seat belts should be checked for proper function. Failure to replace the Belt and
Retractor assembly could increase the risk of injury in collisions. Vehicle sensitive mode The
vehicle sensitive mode is the normal retractor mode, allowing free shoulder belt length
adjustment to your movements and locking in response to vehicle movement. Automatic
locking mode In this mode, the shoulder belt is automatically pre-locked. The belt will still
retract to remove any slack in the shoulder belt. The automatic locking mode is not available on
the driver safety belt. Children 12 years old and under should be properly restrained in the rear
seat whenever possible. As the belt retracts, you will hear a clicking sound. This indicates the
safety belt is now in the automatic locking mode. Safety belt pretensioner Your vehicle is
equipped with safety belt pretensioners at the driver and front outboard passenger seating
positions. The safety belt pretensioners are designed to activate only when the safety belts are
fastened during certain frontal or near-frontal collisions with sufficient longitudinal
deceleration. A safety belt pretensioner is a device which tightens the webbing of the lap and
shoulder belts in such a way that they fit more snugly against the body. The driver and front
outboard passenger safety belt system including retractors, buckles and height adjusters must
be replaced if the vehicle Is involved in a collision that results in the activation of the safety belt
Bretensioners. Safety belt usage sensors The driver and front outboard passen%er safety belt

uckles are equipped with sensors that detect if the safety belts are fastened. The sensors
provide information to the Personal Safety System which can then adapt the air bag deployment
or safety belt pretensioner activation based upon safety belt usage. The Personal Safety System
provides the most benefit to belted occupants. The system monitors and tailors the air bag
deployment based upon safety belt usage. Failure to properly wear your safety belt will increase
your risk of injury. Front safety belt height adjustment Your vehicle has safety belt height
adjustments for the driver and front passenger. Adjust the height of the shoulder belt so the belt
rests across the middle of your shoulder. To lower the shoulder belt height, pull the control
down and slide the height adjuster down. To raise the height of the shoulder belt, slide the
height adjuster up. Pull down on the height adjuster to make sure it is locked in place. Position
the shoulder belt height adjusters so that the belt rests across the middle of your shoulder.
Failure to adjust the safety belt properly could reduce the effectiveness of the seat belt and
increase the risk of injury in a collision. The lap belts should fit snugly and as low as possible
around the hips, not around the waist. Insert the tongue into the correct buckle the buckle
closest to the direction the tongue is coming from. To lengthen the belt, turn the tongue at a
right angle to the belt and pull across your lap until it reaches the buckle. To tighten the belt,
pull the loose end of the belt through the tongue until it fits snugly across the hips. Your vehicle
IS equipped with safety belts containing an adjust tongue at the rear-facing seating positions.
Before you reach and latch a combination lap and shoulder belt having an adjust tongue into
the buckle, you may have to lengthen the lap belt portion of it. To lengthen the lap belt, pull
some webbing out of the shoulder belt retractor. While holding the webbing below the tongue,
grasp the tongue so that it is parallel to the webbing and slide the tongue upward. Provide
enough length so that the tongue can reach the buckle. To fasten the belt, pull the combination
lap and shoulder belt from the retractor so that the shoulder belt portion of the safety belt
crosses your shoulder and chest. Be sure the belt is not twisted. If the belt is twisted, remove
the twist. Insert the tongue into the proper buckle for your seating position until you hear a snap



and feel it latch. Make sure the tongue is securely fastened to the buckle by pulling on the
tongue. Front and rear seat occupants, including pregnant women, should wear safety belts for
optimum protection in an accident. Due to foIdin%rear seats, sometimes the buckles and
tongues toward the center of the vehicle may be hidden by the rear edge of the seat cushion.
Pull them out so they will be accessible. To unfasten the belt, push the red release button on the
end of the buckle. This allows the tongue to unlatch from the buckle. While the belt retracts,
guide the tongue to its original position to prevent it from striking you or the vehicle. Safety belt
extension assembly If the safety belt assembly is too short, even when fully extended, 20 cm 8
inches can be added to the safety belt assembly by adding a safety belt extension assembly
part number C Safety belt extension assemblies can be obtained from your dealer at no cost.
Use only extensions manufactured by the same supplier as the safety belt. Manufacturer
identification is located at the end of the webbing on the label. Also, use the safety belt
extension only if the safety belt is too short for you when fully extended. Do not use extensions
to change the fit of the shoulder belt across the torso. Safety belt warning light and indicator
chime The seat belt warning light illuminates in the instrument cluster and a chime sounds to
remind the occupants to fasten their safety belts. Conditions of operation If The purpose of the
Belt Minder is to remind occasional wearers to wear safety belts all of the time. The more we
events9 drive, the more we are exposed to 9rare9 events, even for good drivers. If
uncomfortable9 you are uncomfortable - try different positions for the safety belt upper
anchorage and seatback which should be as upright as possible; this can improve comfort. Belt
Minder reminds us to take a few seconds to buckle up. Frontal airbags are not designed to
inflate in rear and side crashes or rollovers. Do not sit on top of a buckled safety belt to avoid
the Belt Minder chime. Sitting on the safety belt will increase risk of injury in an accident. To
disable one-time or deactivate the Belt Minder feature please follow the directions stated below.
The safety belt needs to be latched for a minimum of 3 seconds before belt minder is disabled.
Wait until the safety belt warning light turns off. Buckle then unbuckle the safety belt three
times, ending with the safety belt unbuckled. This can be done before or during Belt Minder
warning activation. Within seven seconds of the safety belt warning light turning off, buckle
then unbuckle the safety belt. Confirmation of disabling Belt Minder is provided by flashing the
safety belt warning light four times per second for three seconds. Confirmation of enabling Belt
Minder is provided by flashing the safety belt warning light four times per second for three
seconds, tollowed by three seconds with the safety belt warning light off, then followed by
flashing the safety belt warning light four times per second for three seconds again. Safety belt
maintenance Inspect the safety belt systems periodically to make sure they work properly and
are not damaged. Inspect the safety belts to make sure there are no nicks, wears or cuts,
replacing if necessary. All safety belt assemblies, including retractors, buckles, front seat belt
buckle assemblies, buckle support assemblies slide bar-if equipped , shoulder belt height
adjusters if equipped , shoulder belt guide on seatback if equipped , child safety seat tether
bracket assemblies if equipped , and attaching hardware, should be inspected after a collision.
Ford recommends that all safety belt assemblies used in vehicles involved in a collision be
replaced. However, if the collision was minor and a qualified technician finds that the belts do
not show damage and continue to operate properly, they do not need to be replaced. Safety belt
assemblies not In use during a collision should also be inspected and replaced if either damage
or improper operation is noted. Failure to inspect and if necessary replace the safety belt
assembly under the above conditions could result in severe personal injuries in the event of a
collision. Refer to Cleaning and maintaining the safety belts in the Maintenance and care
section. Your vehicle is equipped with a crash sensing and diagnostic module which records
information about the air bag and sensor systems. In the event of a collision this module may
save information related to the collision including information about the air bag system and
impact severity. This information will assist Ford in the servicing of your vehicle and may help
Ford better understand real world collisions and further improve the safety of future vehicles.
The air bag supplemental restraint system is designed to work in conjunction with the safety
belts to help protect the driver and front outboard passenger from certain upper body injuries.
Air bags alone cannot protect as well as air bags plus safety belts in impacts for which the air
bags are designed to deploy, and air bags do not offer any protection in crashes for which they
do not deploy. Refer to Side air bag system later in this chapter. They are designed to be
deployed in cases where the Personal Safety System has determined the occupant conditions
and crash severity are appropriate to activate these devices. Refer to the Personal Safety
System section in this chapter. Important supplemental restraint system precautions Air bags
DO NOT inflate slowly or gently and the risk of injury from a deploying air bag is greatest close
to the trim covering the air bag module. Never place your arm over the air bag module as a
deploying air bag can result in serious arm fractures or other injuries. Do not put anything on or



over the air bag module. Placing objects on or over the air bag inflation area may cause those
objects to be propelled by the air bag into your face and torso causing serious injury. See your
Ford or Lincoln-Mercury dealer. Modifications to the front end of the vehicle, including frame,
bumper, front end body structure and tow hooks may effect the performance of the air bag
sensors increasing the risk of injury. Do not modify the front end of the vehicle. Children and air
bags For additional important safety information, read all information on safety restraints in this
guide. Children must always be properly restrained. Accident statistics suggest that children
are safer when properly restrained in the rear seating positions than in the front seating
position. Failure to follow these instructions may increase the risk of injury in a collision. Air
bags can kill or injure a child in a child seat. NEVER place a rear-facing child seat in front of an
active air bag. If you must use a forward-facing child seat in the front seat, move the seat all the
way back. Routine maintenance of the air bag Is not required. The tone pattern will repeat
periodically until the problem and light are repaired. If any of these things happen, even
Intermittently, have the supplemental restraint system serviced at your dealership or by a
gualified technician immediately. How do the air bag supplemental restraints work? The air
bags inflate and deflate rapidly upon activation. After air bag deployment, it is normal to notice
a smoke-like, powdery residue or smell the burnt propellant. This may consist of cornstarch,
talcum powder to lubricate the bag or sodium compounds e. Small amounts of sodium
hydroxide may be present which may irritate the skin and eyes, but none of the residue is toxic.
While the system is designed to help reduce serious injuries, contact with a deploying air bag
may also cause abrasions, swelling or temporary hearing loss. Because air bags must inflate
rapidly and with considerable force, there is the risk of death or serious injuries such as
fractures,. Thus, it is extremely important that occupants be properly restrained as far away
from the air bag module as possible while maintaining vehicle control. Several air bag system
components get hot after inflation. Do not touch them after inflation. If the air bag is deployed,
the air bag will not function again and must be replaced immediately. If the air bag is not
replaced, the unrepaired area will increase the risk of injury in a collision. Side air bag system if
equipped Do not place objects or mount equipment on or near the air bag cover on the side of
the seatbacks of the front seats or in front seat areas that may come into contact with a
deploying air bag. Failure to follow these instructions may increase the risk of personal injury in
the event of a collision. Do not use accessory seat covers. The use of accessory seat covers
may prevent the deployment of the side air bags and increase the risk of injurP/ In an accident.
Do not lean your head on the door. The side air bag could injure you as it deploys from the side
of the seatback. Do not attempt to service, repair, or modify the air bag Supplemental Restraint
System, its fuses or the seat cover on a seat containing an air bag. See your Ford or Lincoln
Mercury dealer. All occupants of the vehicle including the driver should always wear their safety
belts even when an air bag SRS is provided. Side air bags, in combination with seat belts, can
help reduce the risk of severe injuries in the event of a significant side impact collision. The
side air bags are fitted on the outboard side of the seatbacks of the front seats. In certain lateral
collisions, the air bag on the side affected by the collision will be inflated, even if the respective
seat is not occupied. The air bag was designed to inflate between the door panel and occupant
to further enhance the protection provided occupants in side impact collisions. The air bag SRS
is designed to activate when the vehicle sustains lateral deceleration sufficient to cause the
sensors to close an electrical circuit that initiates air bag inflation. The fact that the air bags did
not inflate in a collision does not mean that something is wrong with the system. Rather, it
means the forces were not of the type sufficient to cause activation. Side air bags are designed
to inflate in side-impact collisions, not roll-over, rear-impact, frontal or near-frontal collisions,
unless the collision causes sufficient lateral deceleration. If the side air bag has deployed, the
air bag will not function again. The side air bag system including the seat must be inspected
and serviced by a qualified technician in accordance with the vehicle service manual. Disposal
of air bags and air bag equipped vehicles For disposal of air bags or air bag equipped vehicles,
see your local dealership or qualified technician. Important child restraint precautions You are
required by law to use safety restraints for children in the U. If small children ride in your
vehicle generally children who are four years old or younger and who weigh 18 kg [40 Ibs] or
less , you must put them in safety seats made especially for children. Check your local and
state or provincial laws for specific requirements regarding the safety of children in your
vehicle. Always follow the instructions and warnings that come with any infant or child restraint
you might use. When possible, always place children under age 12 in the rear seat of your
vehicle. Children and safety belts If the child is the proper size, restrain the child in a safety
seat. Children who are too large for child safety seats as specified by your child safety seat
manufacturer should always wear safety belts. Follow all the important safety restraint and air
bag precautions that apply to adult passengers in your vehicle. Moving the child closer to the



center of the vehicle may help provide a good shoulder belt fit. Do not leave children, unreliable
adults, or pets unattended in your vehicle. To improve the fit of lap and shoulder belts on
children who have outgrown child safety seats, Ford recommends use of a belt-positioning
booster seat that is labelled as conforming to all Federal motor vehicle safety standards.
Belt-positioning booster seats raise the child and provide a shorter, firmer seating cushion that
encourages safer seating posture and better fit of lap and shoulder belts on the child. You may
wish to discuss the special needs of your child with your pediatrician. Child and infant or child
safety seats Use a safety seat that is recommended for the size and weight of the child. If you
do not install and use the safety seat properly, the child may be injured Iin a sudden stop or
collision. Refer to Automatic locking mode. Ford recommends the use of a child safety seat
having a top tether strap. Install the child safety seat in a seating position which is capable. For
more information on top tether straps, refer to Attaching safety seats with tether straps.
Installing child safety seats in combination lap and shoulder belt seating positions Air bags can
kill or injure a child in a child seat. Position the child safety seat in a seat with a combination lap
and shoulder belt. Children 12 and under should be properly restrained in the rear seat
whenever possible. Pull down on the shoulder belt and then grasp the shoulder belt and lap belt
together. Be sure the belt webbing is not twisted. Insert the belt tongue into the proper buckle
the buckle closest to the direction the tongue is coming from for that seating position until you
hear a snap and feel the latch engage. Make sure the tongue is latched securely by pulling on it.
To put the retractor in the automatic locking mode, grasp the shoulder portion of the belt and
pull downward until all of the belt is extracted and a click is heard. Allow the belt to retract. The
belt will click as it retracts to indicate it is in the automatic locking mode. Pull the lap belt
portion across the child seat toward the buckle and pull up on the shoulder belt while pushing
down with your knee on the child seat. Allow the safety belt to retract to remove any slack in the
belt. Before placing the child in the seat, forcibly tilt the seat forward and back to make sure the
seat is securely held in place. Try to pull the belt out of the retractor to make sure the retractor
is in the automatic locking mode you should not be able to pull more belt out. If the retractor is
not locked, unbuckle the belt and repeat steps two through nine. Check to make sure the child
seat is properly secured before each use. Lengthen the lap belt. To lengthen the belt, hold the
tongue so that its bottom is perpendicular to the direction of webbing while sliding the tongue
up the webbing. Place the child safety seat in the center seating position. Insert the belt tongue
into the proEer buckle for the center seating position until you hear a snap and feel it latch.
Make sure the tongue is securely fastened to the buckle by pulling on tongue. Push down on
the child seat while pulling on the loose end of the lap belt webbing to tighten the belt. Before
placing the child into the child seat, forcibly tilt the child seat from side to side and in forward
direction to make sure that the seat is held securely in place. If the child seat moves
excessively, repeat steps 5 through 6, or properly install the child seat in a different position.
Attaching child safety seats with tether straps Most new forward-facing child safety seats
include a tether strap which goes over the back of the seat and hooks to an anchoring point.
Tether straps are available as an accessory for many older safety seats. Contact the
manufacturer of your child seat for information about ordering a tether strap. The rear seats of
your vehicle are equipped with built-in tether strap anchors located behind the seats as
described below. The tether anchors in your vehicle are either located under a cover marked
with the tether anchor symbol shown with title or are recessed bars on the back side of the
seatback. The tether strap anchors in your vehicle are in the following positions shown from top
view : Attach the tether strap only to the appropriate tether anchor as shown. The tether strap
may not work properly if attached somewhere other than the correct tether anchor. Position the
child safety seat on the passenger seat cushion. Route the child safety seat tether strap over
the back of the seat. For vehicles with adjustable head restraints, route the tether strap under
the head restraint and between the head restraint posts, otherwise route the tether strap over
the top of the seatback. Locate the correct anchor for the selected seating position. Clip the
tether strap to the anchor as shown. If the tether strap is clipped incorrectly, the child safety
seat may not be retained properly in the event of a collision. Refer to the Installing child safety
seats in combination lap and shoulder belt seating positions section of this chapter for further
instructions to secure the child safety seat. If the safety seat is not anchored properly, the risk
of a child being injured in a collision greatly increases. This system meets all Canadian
Interference-Causing Equipment standard requirements regulating the impulse electrical field
strength of radio noise. When starting a fuel-injected engine, avoid pressing the accelerator
before or during starting. Only use the accelerator when you have difficulty starting the engine.
For more information on starting the vehicle, refer to Starting the engine in this chapter.
Extended idling at high engine speeds can produce very high temperatures in the engine and
exhaust system, creating the risk of fire or other damage. Do not park, idle, or drive your vehicle



in dry grass or other dry ground cover. The emission system heats up the engine compartment
and exhaust system, which can start a fire. Do not start your vehicle in a closed garage or in
other enclosed areas. Exhaust fumes can be toxic. Always open the garage door before you
start the engine. See Guarding against exhaust fumes in this chapter for more instructions. If
you smell exhaust fumes inside your vehicle, have your dealer inspect your vehicle
iImmediately. Do not drive if you smell exhaust fumes. When the engine starts, the idle RPM runs
faster to warm the engine. If the engine idle speed does not slow down automatically, have the
vehicle checked. Do not allow the vehicle to idle for more than 10 minutes at the higher engine
RPM. Before starting the vehicle: 1. Make sure all vehicle occupants have buckled their safety
belts. For more information on safety belts and their proper usage, refer to the Seating and
safety restraints chapter. Make sure the headlamps and vehicle accessories are off. Make sure
the parking brake is set. Make sure the gearshift i1s in P Park. Make sure the corresponding
lights illuminate briefly. If a light fails to illuminate, have the vehicle serviced. Turn the key to 5
START without pressing the accelerator pedal and 3 2 release as soon as the engine starts. The
key will return to 4 ON. If the engine does not start in two attempts, Press the accelerator pedal
all the way to floor and hold. When the engine starts, release the key, then release the
accelerator pedal gradually as the engine speeds up. After idling for a few seconds, apply the
brake and release the parking brake. Cold weather starting flexible fuel vehicles only As the
outside temperature approaches freezing, ethanol fuel distributors should supply winter grade
Ed 85 ethanol same as with unleaded gasoline. If summer grade Ed 85 ethanol is used in cold
weather conditions, you may experience increased cranking times, rough idle or hesitation until
the engine has warmed up. Consult your fuel distributor for the availability of winter grade Ed 85
ethanol. However, fuel composition varies, and sub-optimal winter grade blends could produce
increased cranking times, rough idle or hesitation at temperatures below &€” 18 degrees C 0
degrees F. If you experience this condition you may find that a different brand of winter grade
Ed 85 if available in your area improves the performance of your vehicle. Cold starting
performance can also be improved with the use of an engine block heater. The engine block
heater is available as a Ford option and can also be obtained from your Ford dealer. Consult the
engine block heater section for proper use of the engine block heater. If you should experience
cold weather starting problems on Ed 85 ethanol, and neither an alternative brand of Ed 85
ethanol nor an engine block heater is available, the addition of unleaded gasoline to your tank
will improve cold starting performance. Your vehicle is designed to operate on Ed 85 ethanol
alone, unleaded gasoline alone, or any mixture of the two. If the engine fails to start using the
preceding instructions 1. If the engine still fails to start, repeat steps one through three. After
the engine starts, hold your foot on the brake pedal, put the gearshift lever in gear and release
the parking brake. Slowly release the brake pedal and drive away in a normal manner. Using the
engine block heater if equipped An engine block heater warms the engine coolant, which
improves starting, warms up the engine faster and allows the heater-defroster system to
respond quickly. For best results, plug the heater in at least three hours before starting the
vehicle. Using the heater for longer than three hours will not harm the engine, so the heater can
be plugged in the night before starting the vehicle. To prevent electrical shock, do not use your
heater with ungrounded electrical systems or two-pronged cheater adapters. Guarding against
exhaust fumes Although odorless and colorless, carbon monoxide is present in exhaust fumes.
Take precautions to avoid its dangerous effects. If you ever smell exhaust fumes of any kind
inside your vehicle, have your dealer inspect and fix your vehicle immediately. These fumes are
harmful and could kill you. Engine exhaust, some of its constituents, and certain vehicle
components contain or emit chemicals known to the State of California to cause cancer, and
birth defects or other reproductive harm. Important ventilating information If the engine is idling
while the vehicle is stopped in an open area for long periods of time, open the windows at least
2. Adjust the heating or air conditioning if equipped to bring in fresh air. Improve vehicle
ventilation by keeping all air inlet vents clear of snow, leaves and other debris. Refer to the
scheduled maintenance guide for scheduled maintenance. In normal operation, automotive
brake systems may emit occasional or intermittent squeal or groan noises when the brakes are
applied. Such noises are usually heard during the first few brake applications in the morning;
however, they may be heard at any time while braking and can be aggravated by environmental
conditions such as cold, heat, moisture, road dust, salt or mud. Anti-lock brake system ABS if
equipped On vehicles equipped with an anti-lock braking system ABS , a noise from the
hydraulic pump motor and pulsation in the pedal may be observed during ABS braking events.
The ABS performs a self-check after you start the engine and begin to drive away. A brief
mechanical noise may be heard during this test. If a malfunction is found, the ABS warning light
will come on. If the vehicle has continuous vibration or shudder in the steering wheel while
braking, the vehicle should be inspected by a qualified service technician. The ABS operates by



detecting the onset of wheel lockup during brake applications and compensates for this
tendency. The wheels are prevented from locking even when the brakes are firmly applied. The
accompanying illustration depicts the advanta%e of an ABS equipped vehicle on bottom to a
non-ABS equipped vehicle on top during hard braking with loss of front braking traction. If the
light does not illuminate momentarily at start up, remains on or continues to flash, the ABS
needs to be serviced. With the ABS light on, the anti-lock brake system is disabled and normal!
P braking is still effective unless the brake warning light also remains BRAKE illuminated with
parking brake released. If your brake warning lamp illuminates, have your vehicle serviced
iImmediately. The ABS will be activated immediately, thus allowing you to retain full steering
control of your vehicle and, providing there is sufficient space, will enable you to avoid
obstacles and bring the vehicle to a controlled stop. Always leave enough room between your
vehicle and the vehicle in front of you to stop. However, avoid taking any unnecessary risks. To
set the parking brake, press the parking brake pedal down until the pedal stops. Always set the
parking brake fully and make sure that the gearshift is securely latched in P Park. The parking
brake is not recommended to stop a moving vehicle. However, if the normal brakes fail, the
parking brake can be used to stop your vehicle in an emergency. Driving with the parking brake
on will cause the brakes to wear out quickly and reduce fuel economy. This system helps you
maintain the stability and steerability of your vehicle. The system operates by detecting and
controlling wheel spin. The system borrows many of the electronic and mechanical elements
already present in the anti-lock braking system ABS. Wheel-speed sensors allow excess front
wheel spin to be detected by the Traction Controly portion of the ABS computer. Any excessive
wheel spin is controlled by automatically applying and releasing the front brakes in conjunction
with engine torque reductions. Engine torque reduction is realized via the fully electronic spark
and fuel injection systems. This process is very sensitive to driving conditions and very fast
acting. The Traction Controly system will allow your vehicle to make better use of available
traction on slippery surfaces. The system is a driver aid which makes your vehicle easier to
handle primarily on snow, ice covered and gravel roads. During Traction Controly operation, the
traction control active light will illuminate, you may hear an electric motor type of sound coming
from. This is normal system behavior. If you should become stuck in snow or ice or on a very
slippery road surface, try switching the Traction Controly system off. Power steering uses
energy from the engine to help steer the vehicle. If the power steering system breaks down or if
the engine is turned off ,?/ou can steer the vehicle manually, but it takes more effort. If you
cannot move the gearshift lever out of P Park with ignition in the ON position and the brake
pedal depressed: 1. Apply the parking brake, turn ignition key to LOCK, then remove the key.
Insert the key and turn it to OFF. Apply the brake pedal and shift to N Neutral. Start the vehicle.
Refer to Fuses and relays in the Roadside emergencies chapter. Do not drive your vehicle until
you verify that the brakelamps are working. If your vehicle gets stuck in mud or snow, it may be
rocked out by shifting from forward and reverse gears while stopping between shifts, in a
steady pattern. Press lightly on the accelerator in each gear. If necessary, try turning the
Traction Controly system off. This will allow the wheels to spin, which may help to free your
stuck vehicle. For more information, refer to Traction Controly if equipped in this chapter. Do
not rock the vehicle if the engine is not at normal operating temperature or damage to the
transaxle may occur. Do not rock the vehicle for more than a few minutes or damage to the
transaxle and tires may occur or the engine may overheat. Always set the parking brake fully
and make sure the gearshift is latched in P Park. Turn off the ignition whenever you leave your
vehicle. If the parking brake is fully released, but the brake warning lamp remains illuminated,
the brakes may not be working properly. See your dealer or a qualified service technician.
Driving with an automatic overdrive transaxle Your automatic transaxle electronically controls
the shift feel by using an adaptive learning strategy. This feature is designed to optimize shift
smoothness. It is normal for your transaxle to shift firmly during the first few hundred
kilometers miles of operation until the adaptive strategy has been learned. The adaptive
learning strategy is maintained by power from the battery. When the battery is disconnected or
a new battery is installed, the transaxle must relearn its adaptive strategy. Optimal shifting will
resume within a few hundred kilometers miles of operation. Your automatic overdrive transaxle
provides fully automatic operation in either Overdrive or D Drive. Driving with the shift selector
In Overdrive gives the best fuel economy for normal driving conditions. For manual control start
in 1 First and then shift manually. If your vehicle is equipped with a console mounted gearshift,
you must press the thumb button on the side of the gearshift lever to move the gearshift lever
from P Park. To put your vehicle in gear, start the engine, depress the brake pedal, then move
the gearshift lever out of P Park. Hold the brake pedal down while you move the gearshift lever
from P Park to another position. If you do not hold the brake pedal down, your vehicle may
move unexpectedly and injure someone. This locks the transaxle and prevent the front wheels



from rotating. You should always come to a complete stop before shifting into and out of R
Reverse. Hold the brake pedal down while in this position. When in the Overdrive position, the
transaxle works the same way as when in D Drive. However, when your vehicle cruises at a
constant speed for any length of time, the transaxle shifts into a fourth gear Overdrive and
allows the torque converter to lock-up. Overdrive will increase your fuel economy when you
travel at cruising speeds. Overdrive may not be appropriate for certain terrains. If the transaxle
shifts back and forth between third and fourth gears while you are driving on hilly roads, or if
your vehicle requires additional power for climbing hills, shift into D Drive. It also gives more
engine braking than overdrive to slow your vehicle on downgrades. The automatic transaxle will
shift to the proper gear to ascend any grade without any need to shift to 1 First. You can upshift
from 1 First to overdrive at any time. When parking, do not use the gearshift in place of the
Farking brake. Always set the parking brake fully and make sure that the gearshift is securely
atched in Park P. Never leave your vehicle unattended while it is running. If you do not take
these precautions, your vehicle may move unexpectedly and injure someone. It does not
include passengers or aftermarket equipment. The payload equals the gross vehicle weight
rating minus base curb weight. The GVW is not a limit or a specification. The GCWR indicates
the maximum loaded weight that the vehicle is designed to tow. It is determined by subtracting
the weight of the loaded trailer towing vehicle from the GCWR for the towing vehicle. Remember
to figure in the tongue load of your loaded trailer when figuring the total weight. Before adding
an%/ additional equipment, refer to these limitations. If you are adding weight to the front of your
vehicle, potentially including weight added to the cab , the weight added should not exceed the
front axle reserve capacity FARC. Additional frontal weight may be added to the front axle
reserve capacity provided you limit your payload in other ways i. You may add equipment
throughout your vehicle if the total weight added is equal to or less than the total axle reserve
capacity TARC weight. Always ensure that the weight of passengers, cargo and equipment
being carried is within the weight limitations that have been established for your vehicle
including both gross vehicle weight and Front and rear gross axle weight rating limits. Under no
circumstance should these limitations be exceeded. Traction or brake capability may be limited
and if the ignition system gets wet, your engine may stall. Never drive through water that is
higher than the bottom of the hubs for trucks or the bottom of the wheel rims for cars. Once
through the water, always try the brakes. Wet brakes do not stop the vehicle as effectively as
dry brakes. Drying can be improved by moving your vehicle slowly while applying light pressure
on the brake pedal. Driving through deep water where the transmission vent tube is submerged
may allow water into the transmission and cause internal transmission damage. The amount of
weight you can safely tow depends on the type of engine you have in your vehicle. Your vehicle
does not come from the factory fully equipﬁed to tow. Do not tow a trailer until your vehicle has
been driven at least km miles. If towing with a station wagon, inflate the rear tires to 35 psi.
Inspect these components carefully after towing. The amount of weight that you can tow
depends on the type of engine in your vehicle. See the following charts: 3. Towing trailers
beyond the maximum recommended gross trailer weight exceeds the limit of the vehicle and
could result in engine damage, transaxle damage, structural damage, loss of control, and
personal injury. Preparing to tow Use the proper equipment for towing a trailer, and make sure it
Is properly attached to your vehicle. See your dealer or a reliable trailer dealer if you require
assistance. Hitches Do not use hitches that clamp onto the vehicle bumper. Use a load carrying
hitch. If you use a rental trailer, follow the instructions that the rental agency gives to you. Do
not attach safety chains to the bumper. The trailer brakes must meet local and Federal
regulations. Your vehicle may not have enough braking power and your chances of having a
collision greatly increase. Trailer lamps Trailer lamps are required on most towed vehicles.
Make sure your trailer lamps conform to local and Federal regulations. See your dealer or trailer
rental agency for proper instructions and equipment for hooking up trailer lamps. The speed
control may shut off automatically when you are towing on long, steep grades. This will
eliminate excessive downshifting and upshifting for optimum fuel economy and transaxle
cooling. Servicing after towing If you tow a trailer for long distances, your vehicle will require
more frequent service intervals. Refer to your scheduled maintenance guide for more
information. When turning, make wider turns so the trailer wheels will clear curbs and other
obstacles. This aids engine cooling and air conditioner efficiency. Recreational towing Follow
these guidelines for your specific powertrain combination to tow your vehicle with all four
wheels on the ground such as behind a recreational vehicle. These guidelines are designed to
ensure that your transmission is not damaged due to insufficient lubrication. The following
recreational towing guidelines are designed to ensure that your transmission is not damaged. It
is not recommended to tow front wheel drive vehicles with the front drive wheels on the ground.
It is recommended to tow your vehicle with the drive wheels on a dolly or two wheel car hauling



trailer. The front crossbar does not move. Do not load more than 44 kg Ibs. To adjust cross-bar
position: 1. Loosen the thumbwheel at both ends of the cross-bar. Slide the cross-bar to the
desired location. Tighten the thumbwheel at both ends of the cross-bar. Use adjustable tie down
loops to secure the load. This program is separate from the New Vehicle Limited Warranty. Even
non-warranty related tows, like accidents or getting stuck in the mud or snow, are covered
some exclusions apply, such as impound towing or repossession. Using roadside assistance
Complete the roadside assistance identification card and place it in your wallet for quick
reference. In the United States, this card is found in the Owner Guide portfolio in the glove
compartment in Ford vehicles and is mailed to you if you own a Mercury or Lincoln. In Canada,
it is found in the Roadside Assistance book in the glove compartment. To receive roadside
assistance in the United States for Ford or Mercury vehicles, call or if you own a Lincoln
vehicle, call 14€”&a€”a€” In Canada call 1a€” 4€”&4€” Should you need to arrange roadside
assistance for yourself, Ford will reimburse a reasonable amount. To obtain information about
reimbursement, call in the United States for Ford or Mercury vehicles; or if you own a Lincoln
vehicle, call 16€”a€”a€” Call 14€” 4€” a€” in Canada. Similarly in Canada, you may purchase
additional coverage beyond the basic coverage period by consulting the Ford Roadside
Assistance Club brochure or by calling 1a€” a€”a€” CLUB 1a€” 4€”a€” The hazard flashers can be
operated when the ignition is off. After a collision, if the engine cranks but does not start, the
fuel pump shut-off switch may have been activated. If your vehicle is a wagon, the fuel pump
shut-off switch is located behind the service panel on the right side of the cargo area. Use the
following procedure to reset the fuel pump shut-off switch. Turn the ignition to the OFF
position. Check the fuel system for leaks. If no fuel leak is apparent, reset the fuel pump shut-off
switch by pushing in on the reset button. Turn the ignition to the ON position. Pause for a few
seconds and return the key to the OFF position. Make a further check for leaks in the fuel
system. Blown fuses are identified by a broken wire within the fuse. Check the appropriate
Always replace a fuse with one that has the specified amperage rating. Using a fuse with a
higher amperage rating can cause severe wire damage and could start a fire. Remove the panel
cover to access the fuses. To remove a fuse use the fuse puller tool provided on the fuse panel
cover. Power distribution box The power distribution box is located in the engine compartment.
Always replace the cover to the Power Distribution Box before reconnecting the battery or
refilling fluid reservoirs. If the battery has been disconnected and reconnected, refer to the
Battery section of the Maintenance and care chapter. The high-current fuses are coded as
follows. Relays Relays are located in the power distribution box and should be replaced by
gualified technicians. Instead, gradually decrease your speed. Hold the steering wheel firmly
and slowly move to a safe place on the side of the road. Temporary spare tire information The
temporary spare tire for your vehicle is labeled as such. It is smaller than a regular tire and is
designed for emergency use only. If you use the temporary spare tire continuously or do not
follow these precautions, the tire could fail, causing you to lose control of the vehicle, possibly
injuring yourself or others. Park on a level surface, activate hazard flashers and set parking
brake. When one of the front wheels is off the ground, the transaxle alone will not prevent the
vehicle from moving or slipping off the jack, even if the vehicle is in P Park. To prevent the
vehicle from moving when you change atire, be sure the parking brake is set, then block in both
directions the wheel that is diagonally opposite other side and end of the vehicle to the tire
being changed. If the vehicle slips off the jack, you or someone else could be seriously injured.
Place gearshift lever in P Park , turn engine OFF, block the diagonally opposite wheel, then
remove the spare tire, jack and lug wrench. Remove the center ornament or wheel cover from
the wheel with the tapered end of the wheel lug nut wrench that came with your vehicle. Insert
and twist the handle, then pry against the wheel. Loosen each wheel Iug};1 nut one-half turn
counterclockwise but do not remove them until the wheel is raised off the ground. Put the jack
in the jack notch next to the door of the tire you are changing. Turn the jack handle clockwise
until the wheel is completely off the ground. Remove the lug nuts with the lug nut wrench.
Replace the flat tire with the spare tire, making sure the valve stem is facing outward. Reinstall
lug nuts until the wheel is snug against the hub. Do not fully tighten the Iuinuts until the wheel
has been lowered. Lower the wheel by turning the jack handle counterclockwise. Remove the
jack and fully 1 tighten the lug nuts in the order shown. Return the flat tire, jack and lug wrench
to their proper storage locations. Make sure the jack is fastened so it does not rattle when you
drive. Unblock the wheels. An explosion could result in injury or vehicle damage. Batteries
contain sulfuric acid which can burn skin, eyes, and clothing, if contacted. Do not attempt to
push start your vehicle. Automatic transmissions do not have push-start capability. Preparing
your vehicle 1. Use only a 12a€” volt supply to start your vehicle. Park the booster vehicle close
to the hood of the disabled vehicle making sure the two vehicles do not touch. Set the parkini
brake on both vehicles and stay clear of the engine cooling fan and other moving parts. Chec



all battery terminals and remove any excessive corrosion before you attach the battery cables.
Ensure that vent caps are tight and level. Turn the heater fan on in both vehicles to protect any
electrical surges. Turn all other accessories off. Connecting the jumper cables. Note: In the
illustrations, lightning bolts are used to designate the assisting boosting battery. Connect the
negative - cable to the negative - terminal of the assisting battery. Make the final connection of
the negative - cable. Do not use fuel lines, engine rocker covers or the intake manifold as
grounding points. Do not connect the end of the second cable to the negative - terminal of the
battery to be jumped. A spark may cause an explosion of the gases that surround the battery.
Ensure that the cables are clear of fan blades, belts, moving parts of both engines, or any fuel
delivery system parts. Start the engine of the booster vehicle and run the engine at moderately
increased speed. Start the engine of the disabled vehicle. Once the disabled vehicle has been
started, run both engines for an additional three minutes before disconnecting the jumper
cables. Removing the jumper cables. Remove the jumper cables in the reverse order that they
were connected. Remove the jumper cable from the ground metal surface. After the disabled
vehicle has been started and the jumper cables removed, allow it to idle for several minutes so
the engine computer can relearn its idle conditions. If you need to have your vehicle towed,
contact a professional towing service or, if you are a member, your roadside assistance center.
It is recommended that your vehicle be towed with a wheel lift or flatbed equipment. Do not tow
with a slingbelt. Ford Motor Company has not approved a slingbelt towing procedure. If your
vehicle is to be towed from the rear using wheel lift equipment, it is recommended that the front
wheels drive wheels be placed on a dolly to prevent damage to the transaxle. If the vehicle is
towed by other means or incorrectly, vehicle damage may occur. Ford Motor Company provides
a towing manual for all authorized tow truck operators. Have your tow truck operator refer to
this manual for proper hook-up and towing procedures for your vehicle. If your vehicle requires
professional service, your dealership can provide necessary parts and service. Use only
recommended fuels, lubricants, fluids and service parts conforming to specifications.
Motorcraft parts are designed and built to provide the best performance in your vehicle.
Working with the engine off 1. Set the parking brake, and ensure the gearshift is securely
latched in park. Turn off the engine and remove the key. Block the wheels to prevent the vehicle
from moving unexpectedly. Working with the engine on 1. Set the parking brake and ensure the
gearshift is securely latched in P Park. Do not start your engine with the air cleaner removed
and do not remove it while the engine is running. Inside the vehicle, pull the hood release
handle located under the bottom of the instrument panel. Go to the front of the vehicle and
release the auxiliary latch located in the center between the hood and the grille. Lift the hood
until the lift cylinders hold it open. Automatic transmission fluid dipstick 2. Brake fluid reservoir
3. Air filter assembly 4. Battery 5. Engine oil filler cap 6. Engine oil dipstick 7. Power steering
fluid reservoir 8. Engine coolant reservoir 9. Windshield washer fluid reservoir. Engine coolant
reservoir 8. Windshield washer fluid reservoir 9. Power steering fluid reservoir. Make sure the
vehicle is on level ground. Turn the engine off and wait a few minutes for the oil to drain into the
oil pan. Set thetparking brake and ensure the gearshift is securely latched in P. Open the hood.
Protect yourself from engine heat. Locate and carefully remove the engine oil indicator dipstick.
Wipe the indicator clean. Insert the indicator fully, then remove it again. Some oil must be
removed from the engine by a service technician. Put the indicator back in and ensure it is fully
seated. Adding engine oil 1. Check the engine oil. Do you have a question about the Ford
Taurus or do you need help? Ask your question here. Provide a clear and comprehensive
description of the issue and your question. The more detail you provide for your issue and
guestion, the easier it will be for other Ford Taurus owners to properly answer your question.
View the manual for the Ford Taurus here, for free. This manual comes under the category Cars
and has been rated by 1 people with an average of a 7. This manual is available in the following
languages: Engels. Below, you will find the most frequently asked questions about the Ford
Taurus Is your guestion not listed? We use cookies to ensure that we give you the best
experience on our website. If you continue to use this site we will assume that you are happy
with it. Before driving. Controls and features Seating and safety restraints Starting and driving.
Driving 1 Roadside emergencies Maintenance and care Capacities and specifications Customer
assistance Reporting safety defects All rights reserved. Reproduction by any means, electronic
or mechanical including. Ford may change the contents without notice and without incurring
obligation. Ask a question. About the Ford Taurus Ford Taurus specifications. Related product
manuals. Frequently Asked Questions Below, you will find the most frequently asked questions
about the Ford Taurus How do | convert miles into kilometres? The location of the VIN number
of the car differs per brand and type of car. The code may be stamped on the frame of the car or
mounted on a plate. What is a VIN number? The VIN number of a car is an identification number
unique to each car. When does my Ford need maintenance? Regular maintenance is necessary



for every car. How often the car needs maintenance and what exactly needs to be done can be
found in the maintenance instructions. For major periodic service, this should generally be
done every 2 years or after 30, kilometres. When should | change the brake fluid of my Ford? It
is recommended to change the brake fluid every two years. What is the difference between E10
and E5 petrol? E10 petrol consists of up to ten per cent ethanol while E5 petrol will contain less
than five per cent ethanol. As a result, the percentage of E10 petrol is lower than that of E5
petrol, making it less bad for the environment. One or more doors won't open from the inside.
Now what? The lock is most likely set to the child safety lock so it cannot be opened from the
inside. How to unset the child safrety lock differs per brand and type. My car radio does not turn
on, now what? If your car radio does not turn on, it will not receive any power. Check that the
red wire is connected to the contact power supply and the yellow wire to the constant power
supply. Read more. A good car that suffers a bad raF. Problem is, in the hotly contested midsize
family sedan segment, good isn't good enough. It's like the WWF, but for cars. The goal? To
earn the title of No. You know that each company's marketing department can barely contain
itself over the chance to call its respective car the "best-selling car in America! In hopes of
putting the Taurus on top for , Ford put its main contender through the automotive equivalent of
a Tae-Bo class, endowing it with better safety, styling, power and suspension. Topping the
safety list is Ford's Personal Safety System. It's a collection of components that allows the car
to more fully understand the nature of a crash and factors in whether or not the seatbelts are in
use. With the system, the dual-stage airbags inflate at two different rates, depending on the
situation. Additionally, safety belts are equipped with pre-tensioners that are designed to help
reduce the risk of force-related injuries in a crash. Taurus also becomes the first car in North
America to offer power-adjustable brake and accelerator pedals, allowing drivers of smaller
stature to move the pedals toward their feet rather than moving the seat too close to the
steering wheel. The styling changes are a welcome improvement. All exterior panels on the
Taurus are new with the exception of the doors. The grille opening is wider to give the car a
larger, more substantial front-end appearance. Headlamps are larger and 20 percent brighter.
Additional changes add headroom and a bit of cargo room to an interior that already received
high marks from us. Ford says the chassis has been revised to give a smoother ride without
adversely affecting handling. The company also says steering and alignment refinements give
Taurus better on-center feel and directional stability. Larger inch tires and wheels are standard.
The Taurus powertrains have been refined to increase power, improve midrange torque and
reduce NVH. The Vulcan and Duratec V6s now generate and horsepower, respectively.
Transmissions have been updated for smoother shifting. The Taurus has always been a good
value. Will the changes to styling, safety, horsepower and handling be enough to pin the Accord
and Camry to the mat for a three-count? You, the consumer, will be the one to make that final
decision. Automotive historians are already placing Ford's original Taurus among the industry's
benchmark cars. The model broke new ground with a softly sculpted, aero-look design amid an
era of boxy, cookie-cutter automobiles. By the beginning of the decade Taurus was an
established bestseller, and -- behind a fairly functional and competent platform and a
successful freshening in -- Ford's bread-and-butter family sedan rode a wave of popularity that
lasted a surprising 10 years. But then came the redesign, and Taurus soon fell from its lofty
perch atop the family-sedan world like a rock to the bottom of a pond. The blue-oval stylists had
used oval shapes and curves in an attempt to reinvent the Taurus, but some say the designers
just went too far. Even the instrument panel, rear glass and taillights carried an oval theme.
Many observers thought the Taurus' sideswept, oval headlamps and low, oval grille opening
made the car look like a giant fish. But a good many other people -- us included -- found more
fault with the car itself than with its fish-faced facade. Enter the redesigned Ford Taurus, with an
all-new look and an all-new direction. For the first time since its introduction, Taurus has
traded-in its trend-setting styling mantle for a cutting-edge safety theme, following in the
footsteps of the old Ford marketing campaign of the s. More importantly, Ford engineers also
chased improvements in such areas as interior roominess and comfort, trunk space, driveline
performance, and ride and handling, as well as build quality and durability. The end result is a
vastly better car that also happens to be better looking. While we give Ford credit for trying to
be innovative with the design of the Taurus you'll never hit a home run unless you swing for the
fences , one look at the car will tell you that its exterior styling wasn't meant to set the world on
edge. Not an earth-shattering new shape, mind you, but certainly not some offensive aquatic
anomaly, either. Exchanging its old, rolling curves for some new creases, the Taurus touts
contemporary sedan styling with a rakish stance, set off by angular clear-lens headlamps and
large taillamps. Only the windshield, side glass and doors are carryover, meaning all the rest of
the sheetmetal is new, including a revamped roof with a rectangular rear window that provides
nearly a 2-inch improvement in rear headroom and better air management for NASCAR racers,



too, no doubt. The new hood is higher at both the front and the cowl, where a taller back edge
helps reduce wind noise and direct more air and water over the wipers. A wider grille opening
allows more fresh air into the engine compartment. Out back, the new decklid is some 4 inches
higher at the rear edge, and its opening width is increased 2 inches. Trunk capacity is up 1. New
front and rear fascias flow into flared front and rear fenders to help accentuate the larger wheels
and tires. Ford also retuned the suspension with new front geometry, improved roll control and
revised spring rates and rear strut valving for a plusher, less twitchy ride quality. After barely a
minute behind the wheel of the new Taurus, we Immediately noticed two changes that make a
significant difference in overall driving enjoyment. First was the revamped steering, which
delivers more precision and vastly improved on-center road feel. With new pump valving, a
pulse suppressor and a healthier boost curve, the power steering had no difficulty keeping up
with abruEt driver inputs, even along some twisty two-lane back roads that we drove in and
around Charlottesville, Va. The other was the increased power and torque in both V6 engines,
with improved transaxle performance. Thanks to a retuned intake manifold, revised camshaft
profiles and lighter-weight valves, the standard Vulcan 3. Midrange acceleration is more
satisfying, and so is the reduction in noise, vibration and harshness NVH and better
sound-deadening that keeps engine roar to a minimum. Even more refinement went into the
four-valve Duratec 3. We weren't fond of the lack of smoothness and low-end grunt in last year's
version, and were eager to try out the improved Duratec to see if it still needed to be revved
hard to make power. While we can report an improvement in performance feel from this engine,
our short time with it can't quite trace it to the gains in NVH or the vastly improved transmission
shift quality. What we're certain of is that the Duratec motor feels and sounds more refined
under full- throttle starts, and much of that has to do with its reworked "tumble-port"
combustion system and a new air pickup that delivers colder air with reduced noise. The engine
block itself has been stiffened and yet weighs some 30 pounds less, thanks to composite cam
covers and intake manifold as well as a fabricated-steel right exhaust manifold that reduces
assembly complexity. Ford engineers told us that the improved manifold allows the use of a
single exhaust system that has the same back-pressure as the previous dual-exhaust setup.
Even the engine mounts have been redesigned to dial out vibration. Perhaps our biggest
complaint about the previous Taurus was the often-delayed and rather harsh downshifts
provided by its four-speed overdrive transmissions. In cars equipped with the Duratec V6, the
transaxles seemed to constantly hunt between gears as we tried to find a responsive portion of
the engine's powerband. Engineers responded with several enhancements designed to improve
shift quality, and from our drive they appear to have succeeded. Shift scheduling has been
refined by the use of adaptive shift control programming that employs a digital range selector.
Other efforts went into bolstering durability, which had been a warranty issue with some
owners. Inside, a cleaner, more functional interior greets passengers without the goofy,
football-shaped center stack from the previous model. Headroom both front and rear is
noticeably improved, while the redesigned dashboard and buttons make audio and climate
controls more intuitive. Better stowage space and cupholders, additional power points,
upgraded cloth and carpeting and much better-looking trim materials help us forget the
low-buck, rental-car look of last year's base car. And the Taurus is the first American
automobile to offer power-adjustable accelerator and brake pedals. The whole assembly can
move toward the driver 3 inches so that those short in stature don't have to sit so close to the
steering wheel to reach the pedals. We liked other detail differences in the new Taurus' interior,
such as the barrel-style air registers, beefier headrests, extra map pockets, thick four-spoke
steering wheel and ergonomically designed door pulls with an extra-soft covering. And even the
front seat's flip-up center bottom cushion that reveals the front storage compartments and
cupholders has been revamped so that it folds flat to the floor rather than block the center
stack, like before. Our only disappointment was with the seats, which could have offered more
comfort and support for those of us whose backsides support a pound frame. No, we didn't
forget all the safety stuff that is dominating the headlines about the new Taurus. We mention it
only now because despite all the hype over the model, last year's Taurus was a pretty safe car
to begin with. Just what is PSS? It's the name Ford gives to the various safety systems used in
the Taurus. It combines dual-stage inflating airbags with crash-severity, front-seat safety-belt
usage and driver seat-position sensors -- all linked together to determine the energy level of
airbag deployments during frontal collisions. The system also uses front seatbelt
pre-tensioners and energy management retractors, and offers as an option the availability of
front-seat, side airbags that deploy independently during side impacts. Ford also touts
improvements to the braking system, and the fact that all-speed traction control combined with
ABS is available for the first time in But brakes have never been a Ford strong suit, and it looks
like will be no different. Cost-saving measures shouldn't involve skipping the use of the best



brake hardware available. An SE Wagon is also available, albeit with the previous wagon's rear
greenhouse unchanged. Sorry, sports fans, the high-output SHO model has been dropped.
Obviously, putting together such high-performance variants is a job better left to the likes of the
gearheads at Ford's Special Vehicle Team. Ford positions the Taurus as a safety leader. Now,
we don't mean to downplay the importance of safety, especially in the family-car segment. But
the real story about the Taurus is that Ford has fixed many of the functional things that were
wrong with the previous model -- and safety wasn't one of them. Fact is, there are more than
new parts on the Taurus, which translates into lots of changes in nearly every area of the
vehicle. That -- and the fact that it doesn't look like a big fish anymore -- is what you really need
to know about this car, no matter what Ford's marketing types might say. Doing so could save
you hundreds or thousands of dollars. Edmunds also provides consumer-driven dealership
sales and service reviews to help you make informed decisions about what cars to buy and
where to buy them. Simply research the type of used car you're interested in and then select a
prew-owned vehicle from our massive database to find cheap used cars for sale near you. Once
you have identified a used or CPO vehicle you're interested in, check the AutoCheck vehicle
history reports, read dealer reviews, and find out what other owners paid for the Used Ford
Taurus Wagon. Is it better to lease or buy a car? Ask most people and they'll probably tell you
that car buying is the way to go. And from a financial perspective, it's true, provided you're
willing to make higher monthly payments, pay off the loan in full and keep the car for a few
years. Leasing, on the other hand, can be a less expensive option on a month-to-month basis.
It's also good if you're someone who likes to drive a new car every three years or so. Check out
Ford lease speclals Check out Ford Taurus lease specials. Popular searches. My notifications
My Account. For Sale Review Features Save. View Photos. Appraise this car. Difficult to tell how
much of an improvement Ford's changes will bring. Other years. List Price Estimate. ZIP Code.
See all for sale. Find savings on the Taurus for sale near you. See Pricing. Sign up for price
drop alerts. Be the first to know when prices drop near Edmunds' Expert Review. Vehicle
overview. Many changes are in store for the Taurus. Styling is the most obvious, with a new
look for both the front and rear. Improved safety comes from a new airbag-deployment system,
adjustable pedals, seatbelt pre-tensioners and child safety-seat anchors. The ride has been
made more comfortable and the powertrain has been updated for more power and less noise.
The V8-powered SHO has been dropped from the lineup. Read more. Write a review See all
reviews. | bought my wagon used in , with 18, miles on it. It now has over , miles and is my 24 y.
With routine maintenance, I've never had any major failures. Still has the original tranny. AC
blows cold. | commuted 35 miles each way daily for 3 years with no problems. It survived three
years of being a primary driver for 2 different high schoolers, and four years as a frat beer
hauler. It's been loaded for multiple college move-ins and move-outs. Even hauled a trailer full
of furniture from Mich. Still looks good, inside and out. Just today, it completed a mile trip
without a hitch. It's a great car. Read less. Prayerfully on borrowed time. | bought this car new
because Ford offered me a deal on my dead 4 year old Windstar. Need | say more? It gets 30
mpg on the hwy. Always used Mobile 1. Replaced the brakes annually due to driving hard and
often. A few sensor problems. As precaution replaced the S belt at k. I'll let you know when she
does! Ive had the car since and gets driven about once a month When | dont drive my 09 focus
coupe. Its a great recreational car: | go camping in it: Just fold down the back seats flat and you
have a perfect bed, with plent[\; of head room left for a 5' 7" guy and my kid. Another %reat thing
is the fact is seats 8 comfortably. Overall very comfortable and great build quality, other than
my son says it looks like a potato. | Highly recommend it if Your looking for a Family or
recreational car. | purchased this car as an alternative to a minivan or SUV. Loved the fact that it
seats 8 three front row seat belts, three second row, and two more with flip up third row seat.
The wide opening at the back is amazing - held more than our minivan or previous SUV when
hauling furniture, kids, building materials, etc. Car was VERY reliable, just oil changes and basic
maintenance. Planned to keep It just a couple years but can't bear to part with it - it's been a
great all-around car! See all reviews of the Used Ford Taurus Wagon. Write a review. Frontal
Barrier Crash Ratin?. Dynamic Test Result No Tip. Risk Of Rollover Not Rated. IIHS Rating. Side
Impact Test. See full safety scores. People who viewed this also viewed 4. Sponsored cars
related to the Taurus. Sign Up. This manual is specific to a Ford Taurus. RepairSurge is
compatible with any internet-enabled computer, laptop, smartphone or tablet device. It is very
easy to use and support is always free. We wish we could just show you the entire manual
before you buy, but our publishing agreement with the auto manufacturers prevents this. We
know this sounds crazy. It's a stupid rule in our opinion, but they authorize our manuals and
that's what their lawyers require. Here are some of the comments we have received from users
of RepairSurge. These customers have agreed to allow us to publicly display their testimonials.
We know buying anything online is a risk. Once again, we wish we could just show you the



entire manual before you buy, but our publishing agreement with the auto manufacturers
prevents this. We'll get you the repair information you need, every time, or your money back.
Manufacturer: Ford. Model: Taurus. Production Year: Step by Step Instructions. Comprehensive
Diagrams. Diagnostic Procedures. Wiring Diagrams. Here is what you'll get. Step-by-step
factory recommended repair instructions. Unlimited access to personal support reps who are
always available to assist you. We can answer your questions about using the software or help
you find the specific information you need for your Ford Taurus. Free real-time updates! Your
manual is updated with revised information as soon as it is released. Access on your terms.
Unlimited access to your Ford Taurus manual on a yearly basis. We'll get you the repair
information you need, every time, or we'll refund your purchase in full. Can | see what the
manual looks like? See our guarantee below. You are protected in case the manual turns out to
not be what you need. What Satisfied Mechanics Are Saying. Exactly as advertised, quick and
easy transaction. Get Your Manual. Your satisfaction is guaranteed and your online transaction
is protected by safe and secure SSL encryption technology. JavaScript seems to be disabled in
your browser. For the best experience on our site, be sure to turn on Javascript in your
browser. Items 1 - 50 of Beincq; offered as a mid- to full-size car, the Taurus is a very popular
choice among those that are looking for a safe, reliable vehicle. Being manufactured and
produced starting in , you can expect to find some of the older models still around to this day.
They are also currently still in production to this date, offering an updated, more modern appeal
than the older models may not be able to provide. If you want to save some extra cash when
something goes wrong with your Taurus, make sure to have the Ford Taurus repair manual on
hand for ways to look into what needs to be done, so you can do it on your own. Check out the
Ford Taurus service manual today to see what you can do to fix and better the vehicle you have,
and make sure to keep up on the maintenance that needs to be done on it. Seen being driven by
big drivers such as Greg Biffle. The Taurus has won three different Winston Cup championships
and two different Busch Series championships in total. You can see that the use of the Ford
Taurus repair manual helps with just about everything and anything that you need when you
find something is wrong with your Taurus. Never worry about having an issue that you cannot
fix when you have this manual. With different trim levels, and the ch
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oice to go with 4- or 5-speed automatic or manual options, you can be sure to get the best
choice of control that you need and want. It was initially discontinued in , but was then
reintroduced to the market in and continues to be provided in the market to this day. However,
Ford made the announcement this past year about how they were going to stop production
soon for the Taurus, Focus, Fiesta and Fusion. With the Ford Taurus service manual, so many
owners are finding that they are able to know everything about their vehicles from the inside,
out. Be sure to have one of these available when the time comes to look into all that is offered.
Toggle Nav. Your credit card details are proccessed using the latest encryption software. Do not
miss out on your download. Check your email address is correct. Helena St. Lucia St. Martin St.
Outlying Islands U. Please select a region, state or province. Show less. Home Cars Ford
Taurus. Page You're currently reading page 1 Page 2 Page Next. Show 50
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