Ford explorer dome light replacement

There are a few things constant in life: death, taxes, and incandescent light bulbs that go out.
Eventually, every bulb will fail, and when they do, they should be replaced. The dome light of a
Ford Explorer is illuminated by an incandescent bulb, and it will ultimately go out when you're
stuck on the side of the road with no way to read the map. Fixing the bulb isn't very difficult and
shouldn't take long to do. Open the door and locate the dome light with the burnt out bulb. On
the back of the dome light, there is a switch. Change the switch to the "off" position before you
start working. Place a flat-head screwdriver between the lens and the plastic housing. There is a
small access hole on one side which gives you access with a screwdriver. Pry off the cover. Pull
out the light bulbs and insert the replacement light bulb. Before you replace the cover, turn the
dome light on by flipping the switch on the back of the dome light to the "on" position and
double check that everything works. If it doesn't, verify that the bulb is securely in the socket.
Russell Wood is a writer and photographer who attended Arizona State University. He has been
building custom cars and trucks since , including several cover vehicles. In Wood started a
career as a writer, and since then he has dedicated his business to writing and photographing
cars and trucks, as well as helping people learn more about how vehicles work. Step 1 Open the
door and locate the dome light with the burnt out bulb. Step 2 Place a flat-head screwdriver
between the lens and the plastic housing. Step 3 Pull out the light bulbs and insert the
replacement light bulb. Clip the lens cover back into the dome light assembly. Things You'll
Need Replacement light bulb Flat-head screwdriver. Car interior lights can be broken down into
different categories like dashboard lights, dome lights, map lights, and others, and they can fail
all at once or one at a time. Since there are so many different types of car interior lights, a
failure can be either an annoyance or a real safety issue. In any event, figuring out what to do
when your car interior lights stop working is usually a pretty straightforward diagnostic process
that can be accomplished with some very basic diagnostic tools like screwdrivers and a test
light. Interior lighting is one of two pretty broad umbrellas that encompass all of the different
types of lights in and around your car. The other category is exterior lighting, which covers
everything from your headlights to your tail lights and everything between. Car interior lights
can be further broken down by their specific purposes. Dashboard lights can help you see your
instruments, like the speedometer, at night, and are often adjustable to help prevent night
blindness. Depending on the vehicle, all of the interior lights may be on one circuit, or there may
be several circuits. One interior light may also be controlled by multiple switches, so there are a
number of different potential ways for them to fail. For instance, a dome light may have a
manual switch at the light, even though it can also be switched on and off, or dimmed, by a
switch on the dash. When your car interior lights stop working, the best place to start is also the
easiest fix. The most common cause of this problem is when someone other than the driver
uses the dome light or dimmer switch. This can leave the interior lights in a state where they no
longer come on when you open the door. Depending on how your interior lights are wired, and
the types of switches you have, you may need to push a different combination of buttons to get
your interior lights to come on. In general, you will want to try rotating the dimmer if there is one
and try it in different positions. In some cases, rotating the dimmer all the way in one direction
will cause it to click, which may either indicate it is in the on position or the off position. With
the dimmer in different positions or the dash-mounted interior light button in different positions,
you can try operating your dome light, map light, or other interior lights with their individual
switches. Depending on how your car is set up, your fuse box may be located in or near the
glove box, under the dashboard, or in the engine compartment. Failing that, you can usually
search the Internet to find a picture of the location of your exact fuse box. Fuses can blow and
still look fine, so the only way to actually check them is with a tool like a multimeter or a test
light. The easiest way to check fuses is with a test light. All you have to do is clamp one end to
bare metal somewhere on your car and then touch the probe end to each side of a fuse. With the
ignition key in the on position, your test light should illuminate when you touch both sides of
each fuse. Never use a fuse with a bigger number, as doing so could cause catastrophic
damage to the wiring in your car. It may be a permanent fault, or it may be temporary, but the
only way to know for sure is to replace the fuse and see what happens. It may still be something
you can handle yourself, but some shorts will require the attention of a professional technician.
The last point of failure that can affect all of your interior lights at the same time is a bad door
switch. These switches can be found in the door jambs of most cars, so they are often referred
to as door jamb switches. When the interior lights in a car are working correctly, they will
usually come on when you open your door and then shut off some time after you close the
door. This process relies on a switch in the door jamb that opens when you open the door and
closes when you close the door. These switches are often covered by a rubber boot that you
can pry off with a flat blade screwdriver. The switch can then be unbolted or unscrewed. If you
have a multimeter, you can test the switch by connecting to both terminals and checking for

continuity. You can then activate the switch and check again. If your interior lights used to stay
on for a while after closing your doors, then there is probably some kind of timer module in the
circuit. So if your fuses are good, the door jamb switch checks out okay , and everything else
seems to be in working order, you may be dealing with a more complex problem. With that in
mind, a professional technician will be able to help you if you get this far without finding any
obvious problems. When one or more interior lights stop working, and the others still work just
fine, the problem is usually just a burned out bulb. This is very easy to check and fix. The first
step is to remove the cover of the interior light that stopped working. This may require you to
unfasten some screws, although many of these covers are literally snapped in place by hidden
clasps. These can usually be popped out with the careful use of a thin screwdriver. With the
cover off, the next step is to remove the bulb. Some bulbs are removed by applying light
pressure and twisting, while others screw out like a regular lightbulb, and others are snapped
into holders. If the test light illuminates, that means the bulb is bad. For instance, you may have
multiple dome lights that all use the same type of bulb, or the bulbs may be the same in the
door-mounted sockets. If you can't find a working one, then you can use an online fit guide to
find the correct part number. In either case, the known-good bulb should light up when you
replace the non-working bulb. Jeremy Laukkonen. Jeremy Laukkonen is tech writer and the
creator of a popular blog and video game startup. He also ghostwrites articles for numerous
major trade publications. Facebook Twitter LinkedIn. Updated on September 11, Jessica
Kormos. Lifewire Tech Review Board Member. Jessica Kormos is a writer and editor with 15
years' experience writing articles, copy, and UX content for Tecca. Article reviewed on Mar 27,
Tweet Share Email. Was this page helpful? Thanks for letting us know! Email Address Sign up
There was an error. Please try again. You're in! Thanks for signing up. There was an error. Tell
us why! More from Lifewire. To view my DIY tutorial for the battery change procedure, including
the replacement part number, click on the text link above or the thumbnail image to the left.
Explorer Map Light Bulbs 2. If you need to change a burnt out map light bulb or you'd like to
replace them both with brighter LED units, check out my DIY instructions by clicking on the text
link above or the thumbnail image to the left. Explorer Cabin Air Filter 3. Check out my DIY
tutorial for the procedure, including replacement part numbers, by clicking on the text link
above or the thumbnail image to the left. Explorer Cargo Light 4. Explorer Rear Wiper 5. Check
out my DIY tutorial for the procedure, including the blade size in inches and replacement part
numbers, by clicking on the text link above or thumbnail image to the left. Explorer License
Light 6. Explorer Tail Light Bulbs 7. The brake lights are LED units that should last the life of the
vehicle. If you need to change either of these bulbs, check out my DIY steps for the procedure
including replacement part numbers by clicking on the the text link or thumbnail. Explorer
Interior Door Panel 8. Check out my DIY tutorial for the procedure by clicking on the text link
above or the thumbnail image to the left. Explorer Fog Light Bulbs 9. Explorer Headlight Bulbs
To view my DIY instructions for changing the bulbs including replacement part numbers by
clicking on the text link above or the thumbnail image to the left. Explorer Engine Air Filter
Check out my DIY tutorial for the filter change procedure by clicking on the text link above or
the thumbnail image to the left. Explorer Electrical Fuse Explorer 12V Battery To view my DIY
tutorial, including replacement part numbers, click on the text link above or the thumbnail image
to the left. Explorer Windshield Wipers Check out my DIY tutorial for the procedure, including
replacement oil filter part numbers, by clicking on the text link above or the thumbnail image to
the left. Explorer Front Brake Pads To view my DIY tutorial for the procedure, including
replacement part numbers, click on the text link above or the thumbnail image to the left.
Explorer Rear Brake Pads Check out my DIY instructions for the procedure including
replacement part numbers by clicking on the text link above or the thumbnail image to the left.
Explorer Key Fob Battery 1. Explorer Key Fob Battery. Explorer Map Light Bulbs. Explorer Cabin
Air Filter. Explorer Cargo Light. Explorer Rear Wiper. Explorer License Light. Explorer Tail Light
Bulbs. Explorer Interior Door Panel. Explorer Fog Light Bulbs. Explorer Headlight Bulbs.
Explorer Engine Air Filter. Explorer Electrical Fuse. Explorer 12V Battery. Explorer Windshield
Wipers. Explorer Engine Oil Change. Explorer Front Brake Pads. Explorer Rear Brake Pads. Our
mobile mechanics offer services 7 days a week. Upfront and transparent pricing. Our certified
mobile mechanics can come to your home or office 7 days a week between 7 AM and 9 PM. Like
a flashlight, your dome light is as simple as a small light bulb and a plastic covering. That light
also keeps you from accidentally scratching your dashboard by trying to find that ignition
switch in the dark. Finally, a good bulb light in the evening can help you locate those valuable
small items that sometimes manage to fall underneath the seats. Repairing a dome light without
the proper tools and know-how can quickly lead to a permanently scuffed headliner and painful
burns on your fingers. You should have it inspected by a professional mechanic who can avoid
the scratches, scuffs, and permanent cosmetic issues that come with using a variety of sharp

objects near a thin headliner cloth. Electronic diagnostic equipment can also help locate the
potential cause of a dome light issue. Ignoring this repair can lead to long-term cosmetic
issues, wasted time, and frustrating pursuits of little objects in darkness. A dome light repair is
best done when you wish to take care of the little problems in life before they become big ones.
Estimate price near me. Service Location. YourMechanic Benefits Online Booking. Mechanic
comes to you. Free 50 point safety inspection. See availability. Keep in mind: Repairing a dome
light without the proper tools and know-how can quickly lead to a permanently scuffed
headliner and painful burns on your fingers. How it's done: The dome light will be located
normally in the center of the passenger compartment roof The cover will be removed with a
small pick The bulb will be replaced carefully as not to damage the new bulb or the socket
normally a cam-lock mechanism is as well, but some newer cars have LED bulbs that must be
replaced with the socke
2012 jetta mk6
box top chevy
2010 cadillac cts owners manual pdf
t as an assembly. The socket assembly or cover will be returned to is factory location The
lights will be tested. What common symptoms indicate you may need to replace the Dome Light
Bulb? A blown fuse or an electrical short can also cause a dome light to not work. How
important is this service? Number of Ford Explorer services completed. Yourmechanic was
featured in. Popular Ford Jobs. Auto service in Your City. Meet some of our expert Ford
mechanics Real customer reviews from Ford owners like you. Excellent Rating. Rating
Summary. Brandon 12 years of experience. Request Brandon. Nicholas 11 years of experience.
Request Nicholas. Great Experience On Time, efficient an! Mitchel 24 years of experience.
Request Mitchel. Ford Explorer - Alternator - Miami, Florida. The best Mechanic i ever had!!!!!!
Keith 18 years of experience. Request Keith. Showed up about an hour and a half late did the
job he came To do but didn't do very well on the rest of the inspection. How can we help? Read
FAQ.

