Fire extinguisher parts diagram
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All Rights Reserved Anatomynote. A properly working extinguisher could save a life, maybe
even yours. Everyone should know how to perform fire extinguisher inspections. They should
be completed on a monthly basis whether at home and in the workplace. Monthly inspections
will ensure the fire extinguisher will operate as directed in the event of an emergency. When
completed, you should be able to perform a fire extinguisher inspection on common types of
extinguishers. How a fire should be extinguished depends on the type of fuel that is feeding the
fire. A fire needs three things in order to burn: oxygen, heat, fuel. Listed below are the most
common types of extinguishers and what fuel they are designed to extinguish. There are some.
For a replacement fire extinguisher or parts, contact your local fire department or one of the
sites listed below. If your local fire department does not provide fire extinguisher services, they
can point you to somewhere that does. Before inspecting your fire extinguisher, it is important
to know the terminology of the parts being inspected. Above is a diagram of a common
combination ABC fire extinguisher. Verify the extinguisher has a maintenance or inspection tag
or record. Check the tag or record to ensure the extinguisher has been inspected on a monthly
basis and that the inspection has not yet been done for the current month. Most extinguishers
have a tag attached as a quick reference to show the inspection cycles are up to date. There are
some extinguisher owners who keep a record book of their extinguishers and when they were
last inspected in leu of a tag. Check the gauge to ensure the needle points to the green area.
This lets the operator know that the extinguisher is fully charged and ready for use. The gauge
on the left is pretty hard to read, to the gauge on the right has been illustrated to be able to read
it easier. If the yellow arrow is not in the green, the extinguisher will need to be replaced, or, in
some cases, can be refilled at your local fire department. Make sure the pin is in place so the
extinguisher does not accidentally discharge while being handled. Some extinguishers have a
plastic security tag that keeps the pin from falling out or being inadvertently pulled while being
handled. In the case of the picture above, a small zip tie is being used. If the security tag is
missing you can use a zip tie to ensure the pin does not fall out. If the pin is missing, it could be
an indicator that the extinguisher has been used. Just because the needle is in the green does
not always mean it is fully charged. To ensure the extinguisher is full, heft or pick it up. You
should be able to feel the weight of the agent inside. If you do not feel the agent move inside the
cylinder, it could either be old and no longer moves freely in the cylinder, or there is no longer
any agent inside the bottle. In either case, the fire extinguisher needs to be replaced. Check the
fire extinguisher cylinder for any dents, punctures, corrosion or any type of physical damage. If
there any type of damage to the cylinder, the fire extinguisher should be replaced. Operating a
fire extinguisher that is damaged or corroded can be extremely dangerous and possibly explode
since the contents are under pressure. For disposition of damage fire extinguishers, please
contact your local fire department. Check the hose for cracks, kinks, breaks and security to the
cylinder. Look inside the hose and nozzle of the extinguisher to ensure there are no
obstructions or clogs. If you find a problem with the hose, the extinguisher will need replaced,
or in some cases only the hose will require replacement. Please consult your local fire
department. Make sure the operating instructions on the fire extinguisher are clear and legible.
If they are not, the fire extinguisher will need to be replaced. Do not try to create instructions on
your own. On the maintenance or inspection tag, document for the month and year the
inspection was completed using your initials. If the tag has no more available boxes to show
current inspections, replace the tag. Tags can be picked up at your local fire department or
printed off the internet. I have provided a simple template for printing below. Yes we all walk by
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contents are under pressure and a damaged or corroded cylinder could explode. Ensure you
receive proper training prior to operating a fire extinguisher. There are different types of
extinguishers for different types of fires. It is important to use the proper type extinguisher for
your work environment. Extinguisher Types How a fire should be extinguished depends on the
type of fuel that is feeding the fire. Congratulations, you have completed a monthly fire
extinguisher inspection. See you next month. Attachments FireExtInspTags. Did you make this
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PotatoDemon gm Reply 2 years ago. C1one 3 years ago. Fire extinguishers are engineered to
spray and spread an agent on a fire to remove one of the three elements necessary to maintain
a fire once it has started. Those elements are the fuel that is burning, the heat that is produced,
and the oxygen needed to keep the fire going. These are collectively known as the fire triangle.
As such, fire extinguishers are designed to target one or more of these elements needed to
sustain a fire by providing a barrier between the fuel and the oxygen in the surrounding air, or
by removing the heat by cooling the fuel. If either of these can be affected or eliminated, the fire
goes out. This fundamental principle of eliminating an element of the fire triangle assuredly has
a distant history, but in modern times a tool to suppress fire, known as a fire extinguisher,
began as a pressurized vessel that sprayed water. Understanding that certain fires were not
effectively suppressed with water, that water conducts electricity making water an unacceptable
agent in fighting electrical fires, that a forceful stream of water may splatter combustible
materials, and that in cold temperatures the water may freeze, led those seeking to improve fire
extinguishing capacity and effectiveness to develop new agents â€” wet chemical , dry chemical
, halon , and carbon dioxide. Regardless of agent used in the extinguisher, the parts and
components of the a fire extinguisher used to contain and spray the agent are similar. They are:.
To protect these parts:. Please call to check inventory, for help with questions or to place your
order. Purchase orders can be faxed to They are: Cylindrical Tanks : Flat on the bottom and
dome shaped on top, cylindrical steel tanks contain the extinguishing agent and the propellant
necessary to provide the pressure to forcibly push the fire extinguishing agent out creating a
spray. Valve Assembly : The function of the valve is to control or regulate the flow of the
extinguishing agent. It consists of a machined body made of metal bar stock on a lathe or
plastic injected molded part for economy versions , a handle that allows for grasping and lifting
and transporting the extinguisher, a metal locking pin to prevent against accidental discharge,
Plastic tamper seals to keep the locking pin from falling out, a metal release lever and a dip tube
through which the agent is drawn up for expulsion. Stored pressure fire extinguishers may also
contain a pressure gauge. A hose, typically found on extinguishers that are heavier than 3 kg,
further allows refined directing of the flow as it leaves the extinguisher. Extinguishing Agent:
The substance that limits or suppresses the spread of the fire. An understanding of the different
classifications Classes of fires is helpful in determining which type of fire extinguisher is best
for your situation. Below is a helpful chart explaining the different Classes of Fires and their
unique characterist
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ics such as their typical fuel source, the setting in which a type of fire usually occurs, and the
most effective type of fire extinguisher to use in combating the fire. Propellant : A gas whose
function is to expel the extinguishing agent from the fire extinguisher. In stored pressure fire
extinguishers, the propellent is stored in the same chamber as the fire extinguishing agent. In
cartridge-operated fire extinguishers the propellent is contained in a separate cartridge that is
punctured when activated exposing the propellent to the extinguishing agent. To protect these
parts: Steel cylinders are treated with a galvanizing compound undercoat, baked-on enamel top
coat, and protective clear coat finish to prevent corrosion and fading from exposure to sun and
sea. Operating levers are made of stainless steel and valves are plated brass. Pressure gauges
are surrounded with plated brass and a vinyl ring encircles the cylinder bottom. Search for:
Search. Sign up for updates. September 30,

