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a second life. The Cadillac CTS is an executive car that was manufactured and marketed by
General Motors from to across three generations. Historically, it was priced similar to cars on
the compact luxury spectrum; but it has always been sized closely to its mid-size rivals. The
third generation competes directly with the mid-size luxury cars. Initially available only as a
4-door sedan on the GM Sigma platform , GM had offered the second generation CTS in three
body styles: 4-door sedan, 2-door coupe, and 5-door sport wagon also using the Sigma platform
â€” and the third generation was offered only as a sedan, using a stretched version of the GM
Alpha platform. Wayne Cherry and Kip Wasenko designed the exterior of the first generation
CTS, marking the production debut of a design language marketed as "Art and Science" first
seen on the Evoq concept car. The second generation CTS-V sedan, coupe and station wagon
was sold through , concurrent with the third generation standard sedan, until the third
generation CTS-V was ready. Introduced in early as a model, the CTS sedan was built on GM's
new rear-wheel drive Sigma platform and sported a fully independent suspension. It was the
first Cadillac to be offered with a manual transmission since the Cimarron. Wayne Cherry and
Kip Wasenko designed the exterior of the first generation CTS and this vehicle marked the
production debut of the "Art and Science" design language first seen on the Evoq concept car.
Originally powered by a 3. The 3. In Europe, the 2. For the model year, the Getrag was replaced
with an Aisin AY-6 six-speed. The and CTS-Vs were equipped with the 5. Larger anti-roll bars
and larger shocks were also added. The spring rate was significantly increased. The update also
included a stronger rear differential and half shaft design. Brakes were In addition, GM badges
were added on models. For performance enthusiasts, a high performance suspension package
RPO FG2 was available as a dealer installed option. From and , the CTS-V came with the 5. From
to , the previous LS6 engine was superseded by the new 6. While both engines offer the same
HP and torque specifications, the LS2's benefit was a wider torque band, due to the higher
displacement it offered. The only available transmission was the six-speed manual Tremec T
The transmission used the skip-shift feature to conserve fuel during light loads by preventing
drivers from using the second and third gears, and a dual mass flywheel to reduce "rattle" in no
load conditions. The rear axle was a Getrag limited slip IRS unit with a 3. The â€” base model
featured a 3. A second engine, a new 3. A 6-speed manual transmission was standard
equipment on the second generation CTS and GM's 6-speed Hydra-matic 6L50 automatic
transmission was available as an option on all variants. On-demand all-wheel drive was offered
with both engines when equipped with an automatic transmission. The second generation CTS
was wider and longer than the original, measuring Wheelbase remained unchanged at Other
changes included a revamped exterior, with a new, larger grille, slimmer headlights and
taillights, side air extractor vents located forward of the front doors, and new nine-spoke inch
wheels, surrounding larger high-performance brake calipers and rotors. Available features on
the second-gen CTS included a Bose 5. As a result, a small batch of cars which had already
been shipped to Australia were transferred to New Zealand and sold via selected GM Holden
dealers. Owing to their popularity, some dealers sourced further UK market spec models.
During the model year, the GM badges were dropped, although early models still had GM
badges. For the CTS, the front grille used higher quality materials to give a more vertical design,
and the Cadillac logo was being subtly changed to give a more vibrant appearance. The biggest
change was to the engine. Although kept the same 3. The coupe's unveiling surprised the media
and public, stealing a great deal of attention away from the CTS-V. In November , the production
version was unveiled in a press release. The coupe went into production in spring for sale in

August as a model. The standard engine was a 3. Like the sedan, both six-speed manual and
automatic transmissions, in either RWD or AWD configurations, were available. A CTS-V version
was added for The CTS Sport Wagon is available in either rear-wheel-drive or all-wheel-drive
layouts, and is powered by either a 3. The car is made for primarily the European market, where
in some countries, wagons are preferred to sedans. The suspension features coil springs front
and rear. The front suspension is a control arm arrangement while the rear is an independent
multi-link suspension. The front brakes were increased in size to The rear brakes are Steering is
speed-sensing hydraulic-assist rack-and-pinion. The steering ratio is The LSA engine has a
bore x stroke of 4. The crankshaft is forged steel using powdered-metal connecting rods.
Pistons are high-silicon Hypereutectic Aluminium alloy replacing the forged aluminum used in
the LS9 engine. The compression ratio is 9. The cylinder heads are based on the Corvette's LS3
head and are cast from type T6 Aluminum alloy. The exhaust manifolds are cast iron. The
supercharger is a twin four-lobe screw compressor -type unit displacing 1. Intake air is cooled
with a water-to-air intercooler built directly into the supercharger unit. There are manual and
automatic transmission choices. The manual is a Tremec TR six-speed transmission with a
short-throw shifter, twin disk clutch and dual-mass flywheel. The 6L90 automatic is a paddle
shift conventional planetary gearing and torque converter -based automatic six-speed. Standard
features include: leather seats, lateral acceleration gauge, inch aluminum alloy wheels, Michelin
Pilot Sport PS2 tires, a built-in 40GB hard drive to store music, and LED flash tracers to tell the
driver when to shift. Options include polished wheels, sunroof , navigation system and, for the
first time, Cadillac offers way adjustable performance Recaro seats. According to Vince Muniga,
a spokesman for GM, "All high-performance projects are on indefinite hold. The engineers are
moving into different areas of the organization, and they will work on Cadillacs, Buicks,
Chevrolets and Pontiacs. For the model year, GM badges were dropped from near the doors,
although earlier models still had the badges. The CTS-V Coupe features unique centered twin
exhausts, a larger grille for air intake, and an optional "saffron" interior trim color. The quarter
mile time is reported to be The CTS-V sedan achieved a lap time of The record breaking vehicle
was sold in at the Barrett-Jackson Palm Beach auction. The CTS uses the 2. The twin
turbocharged engine is only available in the CTS Vsport, a new trim that serves as a step
between the 3. Despite carrying the CTS name, the third generation model is actually closer in
size and market position to the former STS. General Motors began assembling CTS sedans
intended for sale to customers on September 16, Sales began in October As customary with
award winners, the magazine acquired a CTS in Vsport trim for a long-term test. Its verdict
lauded the car's driving dynamics and reliability but criticized its CUE multi-media interface. The
article praised the handling of the CTS stating "[The CTS] is the only car in this group that didn't
just put up with hard driving, it indeed goaded its driver to go faster. The article criticized the
engine for being "coarse in the upper ranges", the acceleration times, the fuel economy and the
CUE entertainment system. Sales concerns led Cadillac to offer rebates to the models and lower
sticker prices on the models. All engines available in the CTS are constructed from cast
aluminum blocks and heads and use direct injection and variable valve timing. For the model
year, the 6-speed 6L45 automatic transmission was replaced by the new 8-speed 8L45
automatic transmission, with the 8L45 also taking over duties with the naturally aspirated 3. A
new 3. The third generation CTS-V includes a 6. The success of the CTS has been attributed in
part to the car's placement in the sci-fi action film The Matrix Reloaded. The producers of the
film were seeking a car that would complement the film's atmosphere. The first generation
CTS-V sedan competed from to , winning the manufacturer's championship in and From
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