98 ford ranger alternator

A bad alternator can leave your Ford Ranger without power and unable to move. The battery
stores enough voltage to be able to start the engine without the assistance of an alternator. It is
turned by a serpentine belt. Most of the time, when replacing an alternator, the alternator itself
is relatively affordable. Here are the most common symptoms of a bad alternator in a Ford
Ranger:. The battery light is designed to tell you that there is not enough voltage to properly
charge the battery, or that the battery itself is not holding the proper voltage. In rare occasions
the service engine soon light may light up. Outside of the battery warning light, a dead battery is
the most common symptom of a bad alternator. As the alternator can no longer supply your
Ranger with an adequate power supply, it will begin to feed off of the reserve in the battery.
Once this battery reserve hits a certain level, the vehicle will begin to run erratically and will no
longer start when the key is turned. Often, the battery light will come on, the alternator gets
replaced, and then a few days later the vehicle dies. Nearly any auto parts store will test your
battery for free to see if it holds a charge. As the ignition system is no longer able to produce a
full powered spark, the engine will begin to sputter and stall. If you find yourself in a position
where you suspect that your voltage is dropping, but you need to safely get off the highway,
turn off everything that you possibly can. That will allow all of the limited voltage in the battery
to go to the ignition system. Dimming headlights are one of the most common signs of a bad
alternator in the Ford Ranger. As your Ranger begins to eat through the voltage stored in the
battery, the headlights will begin to fade. Many accessories in a vehicle require quite a bit of
voltage. Heated seats, the blower motor, power windows, and even the radio will work erratically
or not work at all when the alternator is bad. Some alternators go bad right away, and some
slowly lose their ability to charge under heavy loads. The ones that fail completely are easy to
diagnose. The battery drains and you are stuck with a vehicle that goes nowhere. The challenge
is diagnosing an alternator that is just not quite charging like it needs to be. You can easily
diagnose it with almost any multimeter. They should get brighter after the engine starts, since
the voltage is increasing by almost 2 volts. Now with the engine idling, rev it up a little bit. Did
the headlights get brighter as you increase the RPM? This is a very strong indication that the
alternator has in fact gone bad. This test depends a lot on you to notice very subtle differences
in lighting. It should not be used in substitute for checking the voltage as described directly
above. Over the life of any vehicle, the alternator is going to go bad. Good luck diagnosing the
alternator in your Ranger. If there is anything that you would like to add, please leave a
comment below. Here are the most common symptoms of a bad alternator in a Ford Ranger: A
typical alternator Battery Light The battery light is designed to tell you that there is not enough
voltage to properly charge the battery, or that the battery itself is not holding the proper voltage.
Dead Battery Outside of the battery warning light, a dead battery is the most common symptom
of a bad alternator. Dim headlights Dimming headlights are one of the most common signs of a
bad alternator in the Ford Ranger. Electric Accessory Issues Many accessories in a vehicle
require quite a bit of voltage. Ford Ranger Bad Alternator Diagnosis Some alternators go bad
right away, and some slowly lose their ability to charge under heavy loads. A multi-meter is the
most effective tool for diagnosing a bad alternator Get a multimeter. Set it to read voltage. With
the engine off, you should get a reading somewhere between If you got Now, assuming that the
alternator was producing over 14 volts, go ahead and turn on the headlights, air conditioner,
radio, and any other accessory you can think of, and run the same test all over again.
Conclusion Over the life of any vehicle, the alternator is going to go bad. Electrical problem
Ford Ranger 4 cyl Two Wheel Drive Manual 78k miles Just installed a new rebuilt alternator, the
in dash battery guage looks fine, right where it always has been since new. But the battery
'light' stays on all the time now. I get So everything looks good, except for that dash 'light'! Even
when my old alternator regulator was going bad, the battery 'light' would only flicker and
sometimes stay on dimly. What could be wrong? Do you. Check all charging system
connections Short in alternator light wiring. Check for continuity across fuse No. If fuse No.
Disconnect generator 3-pin connector. Turn ignition on. If charge indicator does not illuminate,
go to next step. Turn ignition off. Remove instrument cluster. Disconnect instrument cluster
connector C Measure voltage between ground and instrument cluster connector C terminal No.
See Fig. If voltage is more than 10 volts, go to next step. If voltage I s less than 10 volts, repair
open in Yellow wire. If resistance is less than 5 ohms, go to next step. Check for continuity
between charge indicator bulb terminals of printed circuit. If continuity exists, replace printed
circuit. If continuity does not exist, replace bulb. Was this answer. Great explanation Dave, but
it's going to be pouring rain here for days then freezing cold , so I won't be able to check as I
would like right now. A couple questions though - Are new alternators known for blowing that
fuse 15 7. So my air bag doesn't work either? I can't find a air bag schematic. No big deal. It's
just that idiot light? It ended up being that single S wire connector at the diode pack of the
alternator. I put a small finish nail in the connector to make a good connection and the battery

light went out! I also use small finish nails in the fan connector under the hood to get all speeds
of the fan to work. Great quick fix for these connectors. Well done. Happy xmas and new year.
Happy motoring Dave H Was this answer. Please login or register to post a reply. The Radio
Also Goes Out. Until It Revs Down Now It Is On Constantly. Occasionally It Will Go Replaced
Battery. Battery Light Still On. Midas Technician Sponsored links. Ask a Car Question. It's Free!
My battery light started flickering on, and stays on during idle now, and the alternator meter is
reading low for the first time ever. The truck runs fine, and I have a new battery in it. A friend
has the same truck and his stooped dead last month. As it turned out, a wire was bad broke? To
the alternator. I wiggled the wires to the alternator, and the dash meter went back up, but went
back to low the next time I stated it. Do you. Was this answer. I did a few checks from my
manual and things look OK. And I can't check it to see if it's making a connection? Is there a
problem with these wires on Fords? Does this connection on the alternator rust or corrode on
these? WAB Was this answer. The clip brakes off causing a loose connection and battery light
to come on Was this answer. The clip on that wires connector looks fine, but when I first took it
off I heard something snap. Is there a "clip" in the female connector attached to the alternator?
Is there a fix for this loose connection? Today I had someone look at the volt meter in the dash
while I wiggled that wire around, and the dash meter didn't move! But when I revved the engine,
just a little, the meter went down and now stays there depressing? I would hate to remove the
alternator if I can fix it on the motor? I believe the in-dash meter is a simple battery volt meter.
The meter is going down as the battery is being discharged as the motor is running purely off
the battery I believe. At this point I believe u in for an alternator Was this answer. Alternator or
voltage regulator? I can also buy separate alternator parts, like diode pack, regulator brushes,
etc. I'm out of work, and need to get by cheap. OK, today the battery read I drove it a couple
miles to vote, then on the ride home the alternator started working again, but when I revved the
motor a little the in-dash volt meter went down, and stayed down. Does this sound like wiring,
the alternator, the voltage regulator, or simply the brushes on the voltage regulator? I would
suspect the voltage regulator Was this answer. I took off the alternator, then the voltage
regulator. One brush was worn WAY down while the other one was fine. On the side of the worn
down one, the copper area it rubs on armature? The rotor was worn down to the white plastic
below it. I guess thats it. Do they replace this in rebuilt alternators? I hear a lot of rebuilt one fail
quickly. Check around for an alternator at this point I would suspect will cost you as much as
you if to get another one Was this answer. Wonder if the new ones on ebay are quality? Go auto
zone by the time you pay for shipping and wait 3 to 10 days to have it shipped it will be close to
the auto zone price not to mention if u have problem with it pay for shipping again and wait Was
this answer. One of the brushes on the voltage regulator was worn down to the nub, and wore
the brass on the slip ring on the shaft down to the white plastic. The other brush was fine. I
stretched out the spring on the worn out brush to make good contact, and cleaned off the slip
ring and it works, for now. I bought a new slip ring and brushes on ebay, and will install them
when I get them. Please login or register to post a reply. Related Alternator Wiring Content. Got
a red battery warning light on? This most likely means the alternator has gone out and needs to
be replaced. This is a common problem for most vehicles and you can Alternator, ford Ranger,
4. Bad Alternator. Is It Reverse Thread? Sponsored links. Ask a Car Question. It's Free! Testing
the alternator on the , , and 2. In this tutorial I'll explain how to test the alternator with a
multimeter in a step-by-step way. Your 2. Not too mention that it has to re-charge the battery to
get it ready to crank and start the engine. Being that the alternator is a critical component, here
are some of the symptoms you'll see when the alternator fails:. This test will let us know, right
off the bat, if the alternator is charging your 2. What we're looking for is for the battery voltage
to be between 13 and If the alternator is not charging your 2. NOTE: If your 2. Crank and start
your 2. Probe the positive battery terminal with the red multimeter test lead. Connect the black
multimeter test lead to the negative battery - terminal on the battery. You should see Put an
electrical load on the alternator to further confirm that it's either charging or not charging. You
can do this by turning on every accessory possible inside the vehicle. Your multimeter will
show you one of two things as you turn on all of this stuff : 1. The multimeter will register a nice
and steady It will register CASE 1: Battery voltage is between 13 to This is the correct test result
and lets you know that the alternator is charging the battery. This test result confirms that the
alternator is not charging your Ford Ranger's battery. How To Test The Alternator 2. Alternator
Circuit Diagram 2. This material may not be reproduced without the author's consent. As an
Amazon Associate, I may earn a small commission from qualifying purchases from the Amazon
product links from this website. Your purchase helps support my work in bringing you real
diagnostic testing information to help you solve the problem on your vehicle. Page 1 Page 2
Page 3. You'll be able to easily find out if the alternator is defective or not. Contents of this
tutorial at a glance:. All Tutorials: 2. Applies To:. Ford Vehicles:. Mazda Vehicles:. Do NOT

follow this link or you will be banned from the site! Hate Spam. Log In or Create Account
Optional. Log Into My Account. P
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below. New Image. Mobile Site. Manufacturer and carrier names and logos in the RockAuto
catalog are trademarks of their respective companies and are used only to identify their
products. All rights reserved. Include vehicles sold in. Alignment Tool. Battery Charger. Belt
Installation Tool. Belt Measurement Tool. Belt Tension Gauge. Electrical Repair Manual. Pulley
Tool. Voltage Regulator. Add to Cart. To 95 Amp Alternator. Please create a password for your
account. Please set a password for your account. Security Code. Password New Password.
Confirm New Password. Keep Me Logged In. Gift Certificates. About Us. Repair Index
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