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The Cadillac Catera is a four-door, five passenger, rear-wheel drive luxury sedan marketed from
to by Cadillac over a single generation in the United States. Optional equipment included leather
interior, heated seats, cassette player and CD player combination, Bose premium sound
system, power sunroof , Homelink , OnStar , and chrome wheels. A Sport model was offered
beginning in with eight-way power adjustable seats, heated front seats, inch wheels, driver's
seat memory, audible theft-deterrent system, three-channel garage door opener, high-intensity
discharge headlamps , and a rear spoiler. The Catera received a facelift in with revised nose,
tail, wheels, interior trim, mirrors, optional HID headlamps, stiffer suspension settings, and side
airbags. Catera launch marketing used the tagline "the Caddy that zigs," with advertising
featuring supermodel Cindy Crawford and a small animated bird named "Ziggy," a reference to
the heraldic merlettes adaptations of the martin , without legs or beaks featured in the various
iterations of Cadillac's logo from its inception through In , John Tinker, a producer of television
medical drama Chicago Hope , was inspired by an inadvertent pun in a Catera commercial,
saying "Who is Lisa Catera? Lisa Catera, played by Stacy Edwards. In one episode, Edwards'
character said "when you can't zig, you zag," a reference to the Catera's original marketing
tagline. A close relative of the Catera, utilizing the same platform , continued to be in production
until Both were manufactured by GM Holden in Australia. These performance coupes were
themselves derived from the sedan platform that originated in the Australian market as the
VT-series Holden Commodore in The European version, known as the Opel Omega , was
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entry-level luxury sedan market accounts for nearly 40 percent of all luxury-car sales in the
United States, growing rapidly from 25 percent just five years ago. Characteristically, Chrysler,
Lincoln, and Cadillac have been lethargically slow to react to shifting luxury car-buyer tastes,
while Lexus, Infiniti, Audi, and BMW have been actively wooing these customers with
fun-to-drive, lavishly appointed sedans and outstanding customer service. While companies
from across either pond brought the ES, i, and A4 to market, the Big Three produced the
Eldorado, Continental, and New Yorker during the same time period. Cadillac is the first
domestic luxury automaker to attack the entry-level market head-on with the introduction of the
Catera. It features antilock brakes engineered for the German Autobahn, dual front airbags,
traction control, and an engine-disabling theft deterrent system. During the model year, Cadillac
will add standard side-impact airbags. Options are restricted to a power sunroof, heated front
and rear seats, a Bose audio system, and chrome-plated aluminum wheels. Standard equipment
includes power windows with express-down features for all four windows, remote keyless entry,
heated windshield washer nozzles, and a automatic dual-zone climate control system. Two
models are available; a base model and one appointed with leather. The Catera also benefits
from a roomy interior, classified a mid-size car by the EPA. The dash layout is outstanding,
providing large, analog gauges and easy-to-use controls. Wood trimming is kept to a tasteful
minimum, and the Catera exudes a level of interior luxury uncommon for the class. But, what
about performance? The Catera holds its own, but we suspect there will be sales lost to the
BMW i, Nissan Maxima, and Audi A4 due to the lack of a manual transmission. Cadillac also
opted to limit the Catera's top speed to mph so they could fit all-season rubber to the standard

aluminum wheels. The result is a smoother, softer ride on America's often harsh pavement, and
better wet-weather grip, at the expense of dry-weather handling. Still, the Catera is a fine effort
from Cadillac, priced competitively and offering all the luxury and most of the performance a
buyer could want from this segment. Will Cadillac dealers be able to successfully sell this
newfangled kind of luxury car to buyers who normally wouldn't set foot in a Cadillac
showroom? That remains to be seen. Available styles include 4dr Sedan. Doing so could save
you hundreds or thousands of dollars. Edmunds also provides consumer-driven dealership
sales and service reviews to help you make informed decisions about what cars to buy and
where to buy them. Simply research the type of car you're interested in and then select a used
car from our massive database to find cheap prew-owned vehicles for sale near you. Once you
have identified a used vehicle you're interested in, check the AutoCheck vehicle history reports,
read dealer reviews, and find out what other owners paid for the Used Cadillac Catera. Is it
better to lease or buy a car? Ask most people and they'll probably tell you that car buying is the
way to go. And from a financial perspective, it's true, provided you're willing to make higher
monthly payments, pay off the loan in full and keep the car for a few years. Leasing, on the
other hand, can be a less expensive option on a month-to-month basis. It's also good if you're
someone who likes to drive a new car every three years or so. Check out Cadillac lease specials
Check out Cadillac Catera lease specials. Popular searches. My notifications My Account.
Review Features Save. View Photos. Appraise this car. Other years. List Price Estimate. ZIP
Code. See all for sale. Edmunds' Expert Review. Vehicle overview. Cadillac leaps into the near
luxury segment of the market with a stylish German-engineered sedan that features a
horsepower V6, an impressive load of standard equipment and proper rear-wheel drive. Read
more. Write a review See all 68 reviews. Catera was not without its virtues. It handled very well,
had a fun sport suspension setting and was pretty comfortable. I overlooked the bland styling.
None of these things mattered when the car began falling apart within weeks. First, the gas tank
was removed to fix a broken sensor. Soon after, a gasket blew. Then the fuel pump died. The
most persistent problem was with the door locks, which malfunctioned often and prevented the
doors from closing. Lindsay Cadillac service VA was terrible, with many return visits for door
locks. All of this happened within about 16 months of purchase. Read less. Reliable, but can
have costly repairs. Serviced spark plugs, trans fluid and brake pads. The timing belt is due to
be changed in the next 10K or so. If you do the work yourself, this can be a fun car to own
because it has never left me on the side of the road. This is an amazing car. Yes it has a few
problems we are going to have to work on. But my dads psycho ex girlfriend parked it in the
grass and took the chip out of the key. That's the reason for most of the problems. It is a 15 year
old car, so yes it's going to have other problems to. But before it was taken off the road because
of the crazy psycho it was running fine. The ride is smooth just like a Cadillac should ride, the
Bose stereo system is beyond amazing and the speed and look of the car fits my personallity to
a key. This car is one of the most amazing cars I have ever seen. Must have got the one
diamond amongst the broken glass. While everybody else hates this car, I love it! I abuse this
car! The sport button is on half the time, I take corners at above twice the recommended speed.
This car is glued to the road. It sails at 90 mph with no problem. If you can work on cars yourself
and want cheap luxury then this is the car for you. For what I paid for it if a major repair comes
up then its off to the junk yard, but until then, get out of my way! Same car. I did. See all 68
reviews of the Used Cadillac Catera. Write a review. Frontal Barrier Crash Rating. Dynamic Test
Result No Tip. Risk Of Rollover Not Rated. IIHS Rating. Side Impact Test. See full safety scores.
People who viewed this also viewed 4. Sponsored cars related to the Catera. Sign Up. Quick
Links Download this manual. Automobile Cadillac Eldorado Owners Literature pages. Page 2
Here the manual tells you how to keep your Catera running properly and looking good.
Customer Assistance Information This section tells you how to contact Cadillac for assistance
and how to get service and owner publications. Page 4 With the Catera, you have selected the
first Cadillac ever to be engineered and manufactured in Germany. It is a unique expression of
Cadillac luxury with a sensibility to European ride and handling. With proper care, your Catera
will deliver mile after mile of exciting, performance oriented luxury driving. If you do this, it will
help you learn about the features and controls for your vehicle. In the notice area, we tell you
about something that can damage your vehicle. Many times, this damage would not be covered
by your warranty, and it could be costly. Page 8 Vehicle Symbols These are some of the
symbols you may find on your vehicle. You can also learn about some things you should not do
with air bags and safety belts. Page 11 Seats and Seat Controls This section tells you about the
seats them, and also about reclining front seatbacks, lumbar adjustments, heated seats and
head restraints. Slide the seat to where you want it and release the bar. The top button raises
the seat cushion and the bottom button lowers the seat cushion. Manual Lumbar Support The
lumbar controls are located on the outboard side of each front seat. The power seat controls are

located on the outboard side of the front seat cushions. Lift or push down on the front of the
control to adjust the front portion of the cushion up or down. Page 14 If a failure in the power
supply system occurs, the power seats can be manually adjusted by inserting the crank handle
into the slot located below the seat cushion as shown in the above illustration. Page 15 If your
vehicle is in PARK P , you can recall mirror and seating positions by pressing and holding one
of the three memory buttons. This will adjust the seat and mirrors to where you have previously
programmed them. Seat and mirror movement is immediately stopped if the memory button is
released or if a seat or mirror control is moved. Sitting in a reclined position when your vehicle
is in motion can be dangerous. These controls are located on the outboard side of each front
seat. Press the control forward or rearward to adjust the seatback. Head Restraints Slide head
restraint up or down so that the top of the Page 18 For more cargo space or to fold down the
front passenger's seat, you may need to remove the head restraints. Press both release buttons
at the top of the seatback and slide the head restraint out of the height adjust tubes. The head
restraint should be stored securely on the driver's side of the trunk as shown. Page 19 Rear
Seats Folding the Rear Seat With the rear folding seatbacks, you can carry long cargo by
folding down part or all of the rear seat. To unlock the rear seatback, press the pushbutton at
the top of the seat and fold the seatback forward. To return the seat to the passenger position,
lift up on the seatback and push it rearward until Page 20 Heated Rear Seat Option The heated
rear seat controls are located at the rear of the center console under the air outlets. Press the
button once to turn on the heating elements and press the button again to turn the system off. A
telltale light in the button indicates the system is in use. Page 21 It is extremely dangerous to
ride in a cargo area, inside or outside of a vehicle. In a collision, people riding in these areas are
more likely to be seriously injured or killed. Do not allow people to ride in any area of your
vehicle that is not equipped with seats and safety belts. Put someone on Take the simplest
vehicle. Page 23 Get it up speed. Then stop the vehicle. The rider The person keeps going until
stopped by something. In a real vehicle, it could be the windshield Page With safety belts, you
slow down as the vehicle does. You get more time to stop. You stop over more distance, and
your strongest bones take the forces. But you can unbuckle a safety belt,. Lap-Shoulder Belt
The driver has a lap-shoulder belt. Close and lock the door. Page 27 5. To make the lap part
tight, pull down on the buckle end of the belt as you pull up on the shoulder belt. The lap part of
the belt should be worn low and snug on the hips, just touching the thighs. In a crash, this
applies force to the strong pelvic bones. Page 28 Shoulder Belt Height Adjuster Before you
begin to drive, move the shoulder belt adjuster to the height that is right for you. To move it
down, grasp the sides, push in and move the height adjuster to the desired position. You can
move the adjuster up just by pushing up on the bottom of the height adjuster. The shoulder belt
is too loose. In a crash, you would move forward too much, which could increase injury. The
belt is buckled in wrong place. I A C You can be seriously injured if your belt is buckled in the
wrong place like this. In a crash, the belt would go up over your abdomen. The belt forces would
be there, not at the pelvic bones. The shoulder belt is worn under the arm. It should be worn
over the shoulder at all times. In a crash, body would move too far forward, which would
increase the chance of head and neck injury. The belt is twisted across the body. You can be
seriously injured by a twisted belt. If a belt is twisted, make it straight so it can work properly, or
ask your dealer to fix it. Page 33 To unlatch the belt, just push the button on the buckle. The belt
should go back out of the way. Before you close the door, be sure the belt is out of the way. If
you slam the door on you can damage both the belt and your vehicle. Page 34 The best way to
protect the fetus is to protect the mother. For pregnant women, as for anyone, the key to making
safety belts effective is wearing them properly. Page 35 CAUTION: Continued Frontal bags the
driver and right front passenger are designed to work only in moderate to severe crashes where
the front of your vehicle hits something. Page 36 There is an air bag readiness light on the
instrument panel, which shows the air bag symbol. The system checks the air bag electrical
system for malfunctions. The light tells you if there is an electrical problem. The path of an
inflating air bag must be kept clear. Page 39 What makes an air bag inflate? In an impact of
sufficient severity, the air bag sensing system detects that the vehicle is in a crash. For both
frontal and side impact air bags, the sensing system triggers a release of gas from the inflator,
which inflates the air bag. Page 40 When an air bag inflates, there is dust in the air. This dust
could cause breathing problems for people with a history of asthma breathing trouble. To avoid
this, everyone in the vehicle should get out as soon as it is safe to do so. There parts of the air
bag systems in several places around your vehicle. Your Catera dealer and the Catera Service
Manual have information about servicing your vehicle and the air bag systems. Page 42 1. Pick
up the latch plate and pull the belt across you. The shoulder belt may lock if you pull the belt
across you very quickly. If this happens, let the belt go back slightly to unlock it. Then pull the
belt across you more slowly. Page 43 The lap part of the belt should be worn low and snug on

the hips, just touching the thighs. And you'd be less likely to slide under the lap belt. If you slid
under it, the belt would apply force at your abdomen. Page 44 Adjust the height that the
shoulder portion of the belt is centered on your shoulder. The belt should be away from your
face and neck, but not falling off your shoulder. Page 45 Lap Belt When you sit in the center
seating position, you have a lap safety belt, which has no retractor. To make the belt longer, tilt
the latch plate and pull it To make the belt shorter, pull its free end as shown until the belt is
snug. Page 46 Children Everyone in a vehicle needs protection! That includes infants and all
children smaller than adult size. In fact, the law in every state in the United States and in every
Canadian province says children up to some age must be restrained while in a vehicle. Page 47
Never hold a baby in your arms while riding in a vehicle. Page 48 Child Restraints Be sure the
child restraint is designed to be used in a vehicle. Then follow the instructions the restraint. You
may find these instructions on the restraint itself or in a booklet, or both. Page 49 Top Strap If
your child restraint has a top strap, it should be anchored. If you need to have an anchor
installed, you can ask your Catera dealer to put it in for you. If you want to install an anchor
yourself, your dealer can tell you how to do it. See the earlier part about the top strap if the child
restraint has one. Put the restraint on the seat. Follow the instructions for the child restraint.
Page 51 5. Pull the rest of the shoulder belt all the way out of the retractor to set the lock. To
tighten the belt, feed the shoulder belt back into the retractor while you push down on the child
restraint. Push and pull the child restraint in different directions to be sure it is secure. Make the
belt as long as possible by tilting the latch plate and pulling along the belt. Page 53 5. Buckle
the belt. Make sure the release button is positioned so you would be able to unbuckle the safety
belt quickly if you ever had to. To tighten the belt, pull its free end while you push down the
child restraint. Never put a rear-facing child restraint in this seat. Page 55 5. Make sure the
release button is 6. Pull the rest the shoulder belt all the way out of positioned so you would be
able to unbuckle the the retractor to set the lock. Page 56 7. Page 57 Accident statistics show
that children are safer if they are restrained in the rear seat. But they need to use the safety
belts properly. Here a child is sitting in a seat that has a lap-shoulder belt, but the shoulder part
is behind the child. If the child wears the belt in this a crash the child might slide under the belt.
The belt's force would then be applied right on the child's abdomen. When you go in to order it,
take the heaviest coat you will wear, so the extender will be long enough for you. After a very
minor collision, nothing may be But if the belts were stretched, as they would be if worn during
a more severe crash, then you need new belts. Also explained are the instrument panel and the
warning systems that tell you if everything is working properly and what to do if you have a
problem. Page 63 Keys Leaving young children in a vehicle with the ignition key is dangerous
for many reasons. A child or others could be badly injured or even killed. They could operate
power windows or other controls or even make the vehicle move. Page 64 One key is used for
the ignition, the doors and all other locks. Page 65 Slide the lock lever down to lock the inside.
Central Door Unlocking System When unlocking the driver's door, you can also unlock the
other doors, including the fuel door, by holding the key in a turned position for several seconds
turn the key counterclockwise. Page 67 3. Do the same thing to the other rear door lock. The
rear doors of your vehicle cannot be opened from the inside when this feature is in use. When
you want to open a rear door when the security lock is on: 1. Operation is subject to the
following two conditions: 1 this device may not cause harmful interference, and 2 this device
must accept any interference received, including interference that may cause undesired
operation. Pressing it again within five seconds will unlock the other doors. Pressing this
button will also disarm the optional theft-deterrent system and turn on the interior lamps for
approximately 20 seconds. Page 70 1. Use a coin to pry open the transmitter. Remove the
battery and replace it with a CR battery. Using the wrong size battery can damage the
transmitter. Page 71 Trunk It can be dangerous to drive with the trunk lid open because carbon
monoxide CO gas can come into your vehicle. It can cause unconsciousness and even death If
you must drive with the trunk lid open or if electrical wiring or other cable connections must
pass through the seal between the body and the trunk lid Pulling the handle opens the trunk.
Theft Vehicle theft is big business, especially in some cities. Open the door. Lock the door
using the power door lock or the RKE transmitter. Page 74 Testing the Alarm 1. From inside the
vehicle, roll down the window, then get out of the vehicle, keeping the door open. From outside
the vehicle, with the door open, lock the vehicle using the power door lock or the RKE
transmitter and close the door. Page 75 If you lose or damage a key or you cannot start the
engine, see your Catera dealer. If a key is lost, bring all remaining keys to your dealer for
re-programming. In an emergency, call the Cadillac Roadside Service Program at If it is, then
turn the steering wheel left and right while you turn the key hard. Use OFF if you must have your
vehicle in motion while the engine is off for example, if your vehicle is being pushed. Page 78 3.
Try pushing your accelerator pedal all the way to the floor and holding it there as you hold the

key in START for about three seconds. Page 79 To Use the Coolant Heater 1. Turn off the
engine. Open the hood and unwrap the electrical cord. Plug it into a normal, grounded volt AC
outlet. Also, the wrong kind extension cord could overheat and cause fire. It is dangerous to get
out of your vehicle if the shift lever is not fully in PARK P with the parking brake firmly set. The
transmission will shift down to the next gear. Page 83 Sport Mode Button For a firmer shift and
increased performance, you may choose the sport mode. This button lets you change from a
normal driving mode to a sport driving mode. It is located on the shift lever handle. Press it
again to return to the normal driving mode. Page 84 Third-Gear Start Press this button to
provide more traction when you are starting on ice or other slippery surfaces. The button is
located next to the shift lever on the console. Page 85 Parking Brake To set the parking brake,
hold the regular brake pedal down with your foot and pull up on the parking brake lever. If the
ignition is on, the brake system warning light will come on. Your vehicle can roll. If you have left
the engine running, the vehicle can move suddenly. Your vehicle could move suddenly if the
shift lever is not fully in with the parking brake firmly set. And, if you leave the vehicle with the
engine running, it could overheat and even catch fire. If you cannot shift out of PARK P , ease
pressure on the shift lever push the shift lever all the way into Page 89 6. At the bottom of the
shift lever, you will see a yellow tab. With one hand, push the tab to unlock the shift lever. Start
the engine if you can and then shift to the drive gear you want. Page 90 Engine Exhaust Engine
exhaust can kill. It can cause unconsciousness and death. You might have exhaust coming in if:
Your exhaust system sounds strange or different. Your vehicle gets rusty underneath. Your
vehicle was damaged in a collision. Page 91 It can be dangerous to get out of your vehicle if the
shift lever is not fully in PARK P with the parking brake firmly set. Page 92 When you stop your
vehicle and turn the ignition key LOCK, you can still use the power windows. The electrical
power to operate the windows will not shut off until a door is opened there is no time limit to
this feature. Page 93 Tilt Wheel Tilt steering allows you to adjust the steering wheel before you
drive. Raising the steering wheel to the highest level gives your legs more room when you enter
and exit your vehicle. Hold the steering wheel and pull the lever toward you to tilt the wheel.
This light on on the instrument panel will be on, indicating high-beam usage. Page 95 Be sure to
clear ice and snow from the wiper blades before using them. If the blades do become damaged,
replace them with new blades. Heavy snow or ice can overload the wiper motor. A circuit
breaker will stop the motor until it cools. This can help on long trips. Cruise control shuts off
when you apply the brakes or when the OFF button at the end of the cruise lever is pressed.
Page 97 Setting Cruise Control 1. Accelerate to the speed want. Remove your foot from the
accelerator pedal. You could be startled and even lose control. Increasing Speed While Using
Cruise Control There are two ways to go to a higher speed: Use the accelerator pedal to go to a
higher speed. Page 99 Using Cruise Control Hills control How well the cruise will work on hills
depends upon your speed, load and the steepness of the hills. When going up steep hills, you
may have to step on the accelerator pedal to maintain your speed. When going downhill, you
may have to brake or shift to a lower gear to keep your speed down. Headlamps Fog lamps.
Twilight sentinel. Instrument panel brightness control. Turn the lamp control dial clockwise to
the first position to turn on the parking lamps, front and rear sidemarker lamps, taillamps,
license plate lamps, ashtray lamps, Page Wiper Activated Headlamps This feature activates the
low-beam headlamps, parking lamps, sidemarker lamps and taillamps after the windshield
wipers have been in use for about 20 seconds. The wiper activated headlamps light the way in
poor weather and also make your vehicle more visible to other drivers. Page When DRL are on,
only the high-beam headlamps at reduced brightness will be on. No other exterior lamps such
as the parking lamps, taillamps, etc. Page Fog Lamps Use the fog lamps for better vision in
foggy or misty conditions. Press this button to turn the fog lamps on and press the button again
to turn the lamps off. The fog lamps only work when the parking lamps or the low-beam
headlamps are on. Page Twilight Sentinel This feature is below the lamp control dial on the left
side of the instrument panel. It automatically switches the parking lamps and low-beam
headlamps on and off by sensing how dark it is outside. To operate the twilight sentinel, the
ignition must be in the RUN or START position and the twilight sentinel must be turned on by
pressing the OFF button an indicator light in the button will be off when the twilight Page Light
Sensor The light sensor for the twilight sentinel is located in the center of the front defogger
grille. Page Reading Lamps The reading lamps are located in the roof. These lamps and the
interior courtesy lamps come on when any door is opened and it is dark outside. Placing the
button in the center position enables the lamps to come on when any door is opened. Pressing
the button toward the rear of your vehicle disables the lamps when any door is opened. Page
Mirrors Electrochromic Daymight Rearview Mirror This mirror automatically changes to reduce
glare from headlamps behind you. A photocell on the back of the mirror senses when it is
becoming dark outside. Another photocell built into the mirror surface senses when headlamps

are behind you. The heat is activated when the rear window defogger is turned on. A small
indicator light near the mirror control pad turns on when the mirror is being heated. To lock the
glove box door, insert the key into the lock cylinder and turn it clockwise. Turn the key
counterclockwise to unlock the door. Note that the glove box is a i r conditioned. Page
Convenience Net The convenience net is on the floor of the trunk, Put small loads, like grocery
bags, under the net. It can help keep them from moving around during sharp turns or quick
starts and stops. The net is not for larger, heavier loads. Store them in the trunk as far forward
as you can. Page The cigarette lighter is located next to the ashtray. Press it all the way in and
release. You also have a lighter on the back of the center console near the rear seat air outlet.
Voice activation and hands-free operation are standard features. For more information, contact
your Catera dealer. Page A. Fully Open B. Fully Tilted Rotating the control dial to position A fully
opens the glass panel and sunshade. The sunshade can also be opened by hand. Page Manual
Operation If a failure in the power supply system occurs, the sunroof can, be manually closed
by inserting a screw driver into the slot shown. Turning the screwdriver counterclockwise will
close the sunroof. The screwdriver is provided in the tool kit in the trunk with the jack. Page
Rotate the dial to position A and press until the sunroof is fully open. Return to position E and
keep pressing the control dial until the sunroof has fully closed. Note that after programming, if
the sunroof keeps opening after you attempt to close it, you will need to repeat Steps 2 through
5 up to three times if needed. Page 3. Hold the end of the hand-held transmitter against the front
surface of the universal transmitter can still see the red light. Using both hands, press the
hand-held transmitter button and the desired button on the universal transmitter. Continue to
hold both buttons through Step 5. Page Be sure to keep the original hand-held transmitter in
case you need to erase and reprogram the universal transmitter. Note to Canadian Owners:
During programming, the hand-held transmitter may stop transmitting after one or two seconds.
If you are programming from one of these transmitters, you should press and re-press the
button on the hand-held transmitter every two seconds without ever releasing the button on the
universal transmitter. The main components of the instrument panel are: A. Page Speedometer
and Odometer The speedometer lets you see your speed in both miles per hour mph and
kilometers per hour odometer shows how your vehicle has been driven, in either miles used in
the United States or kilometers used in Canada. Trip Odometer The trip odometer tells how far
you have driven since you last reset it. If you are familiar with this section, you should not be
alarmed when this happens. Page Air Bag Readiness Light There is an air bag readiness light
on the instrument panel, which shows the air bag symbol. The system check includes the air
bag sensors, the air bag modules, the wiring and the diagnostic module. For good braking,
though, you need both parts working well. Page Voltmeter You can read battery voltage on the
voltmeter. If it reads less than 12 volts or more than 16 volts while the engine is running, and it
stays there, you may have a problem with the electrical VOLTS charging system. Have it
checked right away. Page Anti-Lock Brake System Warning Light With the anti-lock brake
system, the light s will come on when you start your engine and may stay on for several
seconds. Page Traction Engaged When your traction control system is limiting wheel spin, the
traction control system warning light will flash. Slippery road conditions may exist if this
warning light is flashing, so adjust your driving accordingly. Traction Control System Warning
Light This warning light should come on briefly as you start the engine. You should stop the car
and turn the engine off as soon as possible. A warning chime should also sound if this light
comes on. As a check, the light should come on for a few seconds when you start the engine.
Page Low Coolant Warning Light This warning light should come on while you are starting the
engine. Page NOTICE: If you keep driving your vehicle with this light on, after a while, your
emission controls may not work as well, your fuel economy may not be as good and your
engine may not run as smoothly. This could lead to costly repairs that may not be covered by
your warranty. Page If the Light Is On Steady You may be able to correct the emission system
malfunction by considering the following: Did you just drive through a deep puddle of water? If
so, your electrical system may be wet. The condition will usually be corrected when the
electrical system dries out. Page Oil Pressure LighVGage This light and gage tell you if there
could be a problem with the engine oil pressure. The gage shows the engine oil pressure in
pounds per square inch psi. Canadian vehicles show pressure in kilopascals kPa. Page Check
Oil Light This light shoula come on briefly while you are starting the engine. If the light comes
on while starting and stays on, the engine oil level should be checked. Prior to checking the oil
level, be sure your vehicle has been shut off for several minutes and is on a level surface. Page
Low Washer Fluid Warning Light This light will come on when you turn on the ignition and the
windshield washer fluid container is less than one-third full. Page Fuel Gage The fuel gage
shows approximately how much fuel is in the tank. It works only when the ignition is in the RUN
position. Rere are a few concerns some owners have had about the fuel gage. All of these

situations are normal and do not indicate that anything is wrong with the fuel gage. Page
Leveling Indicator Light This light comes on steady when the rear load level in your vehicle
changes. The rear of your vehicle is too low and part of the body or the rear axle may be
damaged when driving over bumpy roads. Page Section 3 Comfort Controls and Audio Systems
In this section, you'll find out how to operate the comfort control and audio systems offered
with your Catera. Be sure to read about the particular systems supplied with your vehcle. Page
Comfort Controls This section tells you how to make your air system work for you. Your
comfort control system uses ozone-friendly R- a refrigerant. You can control the heating,
cooling and ventilation in your Catera. Guidelines for using these systems are found later in this
section. Page Outside Temperature Display The outside temperature is always displayed when
your vehicle's ignition is on. If the outside temperature display begins to flash, this means that
icy road conditions are possible. Adjust your driving if needed. The display will flash for about
30 seconds and then remain steady. Page In cold weather, when the system senses the need for
heat, airflow will be directed out of the floor outlets. As the interior temperature approaches
blower speed will decrease. To maintain interior comfort, the airflow may move to the
instrument panel air outlets and floor outlets bi-level mode. At this setting, the fan speed is
automatically controlled. If it is cold outside, the blower may not run in the maximum high fan
speed right away. The system checks the temperature of the engine coolant to assure it is warm
enough to provide heat. Page Air Conditioning On hot days, open the windows long enough to
let hot inside air escape. This reduces the time it takes for your vehicle to cool down. Then keep
your windows closed for the air conditioner to work its best. The climate control system will
cool and dehumidify the air inside the vehicle. Outside air will also enter the vehicle when the
heater or is running. The front outlets are located in the center and at each side of the
instrument panel. Page Ventilation Tips Keep the hood and front air inlet free of ice, snow or any
other obstruction such as leaves. The heater and defroster will work far better, reducing the
chance of fogging the inside of the windows. When you enter a vehicle in cold weather, adjust
the fan to the highest speed for a few moments before driving off. Page Rear Window Defogger
The lines you rear window warm the glass. With it, the rear window and both outside rearview
mirrors are heated. The system will automatically shut off after about 15 minutes. The system
will turn again to the system off. You can set up to 18 stations six and six Turn the radio on.
Tune in the desired station. Press and hold one of the six numbered buttons until you hear a
chime. Page Playing a Cassette Tape With the radio on, insert a cassette tape. The tape will
begin playing as soon as it is inserted. Other controls may have different functions when a tape
is inserted. If no cassette tape is in the tape player, CASS appears on the display and then the
radio station appears briefly. The display then reverts back to showing the time of day. Press
this button again or BAND to switch back to the radio. The system will turn on. Press the knob
again to turn the system off. To increase volume, turn the knob clockwise. Turn
counterclockwise to decrease volume. The volume level will appear on the display. Turn the
knob clockwise to increase and counterclockwise to decrease bass. TREB: Press this knob
lightly so it extends. Turn the knob clockwise to increase and counterclockwise to decrease
treble. If a station is weak or noisy, you may want to decrease the treble. Page REV: Press the
left arrow to reverse the tape rapidly. Press it again to return to playing speed. The radio will
play while the tape reverses and REV will appear on the may use your station pushbuttons to
tune to display. Normal size discs may be played using the trays supplied in the magazine. The
small discs 8 cm can be played only with specially designed trays. You must first load the
magazine with discs before you can play a compact disc. Page Close the door by sliding it all
the way to the left. If the door is left partially open, the changer will not operate and an error will
occur. When the door is closed, the changer will begin checking for discs in the magazine. This
will continue for up to one and a half minutes, depending on the number of discs loaded. REV:
Press and hold this button to reverse quickly through a track selection. Completely close the
changer door to restore normal operation. Try the magazine again with a disc loaded on one of
the trays. Page : Press this button to move forward through preset radio stations or to the next
selection on a tape or CD. Press this button to move rearward through preset radio stations or
to the previous selection on a tape or CD. Page ueanlng may be done with a scrubbing action,
non-abrasive cleaning cassette with pads which scrub the tape head as the hubs of the cleaner
cassette turn. It is normal for the cassette to eject while cleaning. Insert the cassette at least six
times to ensure thorough cleaning. Be sure that inside surface of the rear window is not
scratched and that the lines on the glass are not damaged. If the inside surface is damaged, it
could interfere with radio reception. Page Defensive Driving The best advice anyone can give
about driving is: Drive defensively. Please start with a very important safety device in your
Catera: Buckle up. Page Drunken Driving Death and injury associated with drinking and driving
is national tragedy. Alcohol affects four things that anyone needs to drive a vehicle: Judgment

Muscular Coordination Vision A person who consumes food just before or during drinking will
have a somewhat lower BAC level. Page The body takes about an hour to rid itself of the alcohol
in one drink. No amount of coffee or number of cold showers will speed that up. A person with
even moderate BAC might not be able Page Control of a Vehicle You have three systems that
make your vehicle go where you want it to go. They are the brakes, the steering and the
accelerator. All three systems have to do their work at the places where the tires meet the road.
Page Avoid needless heavy braking. Some people drive in spurts heavy acceleration followed
by heavy rather than keeping pace with traffic. This is a braking mistake. Your brakes may not
have time to cool between hard stops. Your brakes will wear out much faster if you do a lot of
heavy bralung. Page Here's how anti-lock works. Let's say the road is wet. You're driving safely.
Suddenly an animal jumps out in front of you. You slam on the brakes. Here's what happens
with ABS. A computer senses that wheels are slowing down. If one the wheels is about to stop
rolling, the computer will separately work the brakes at each front wheel and at the rear wheels.
Braking in Emergencies anti-lock, you can steer and brake at the same With time. In many
emergencies, steering can help you more than even the very best braking. Page The traction
you can get in a curve depends on the condition of your tires and the road surface, the angle
which the curve is banked, and your speed. Page An emergency like this requires close
attention and a quick decision. But you have to act fast, steer quickly, and just quickly
straighten the wheel once you have avoided the object. Page Passing The driver of a vehicle
about to pass another on a two-lane highway waits for just the right moment, accelerates,
moves around the vehicle ahead, then goes back into the right lane again. A simple maneuver?
Not necessarily! Passing another vehicle on a two-lane highway is a potentially dangerous
move, since the passing vehicle occupies the same lane as oncoming traffic for several
seconds. Page Check your mirrors, glance over your shoulder, and start your left lane change
signal before moving out of the right lane to pass. When you are far enough ahead of the
passed vehicle to see its front in your inside mirror, activate your right lane change signal and
move back into the right lane. Page off, If your traction control system is acceleration skid is
also best handled by easing your foot off the accelerator pedal. If your vehicle starts to slide,
ease your foot off the accelerator pedal and quickly steer the way you want the vehicle to go.
Page Here are some tips on night driving, Drive defensively. Slow down, especially on higher
speed roads. Your headlamps can light up only so much road ahead. Page Driving in Rain and
on Wet Roads Keep your windshield and all the glass on your vehicle clean inside and out.
Glare at night is made much worse by dirt on the glass. Even the inside of the glass can build
up a film caused by dust. Dirty glass makes lights dazzle and flash more than clean glass
would, making the pupils of your eyes contract repeatedly. The surface may get wet suddenly
when your reflexes are tuned for driving on dry pavement. You could lose control of the vehicle.
After driving through a large puddle of water or a car wash, apply your brake pedal lightly until
your brakes work normally. Never drive through water that is slightly lower than the underbody
of your vehicle. Page Here are ways to increase your safety in city driving: Know the best way to
get to where you are going. Get a city map and plan your trip into an unknown part of the city
just as you would for a cross-country trip. Page The most important advice on freeway driving
is: Keep up with traffic and keep to the right. Drive at the same speed most of the other drivers
are driving. Too-fast or too-slow driving breaks a smooth traffic flow. Treat the left lane on a
freeway as a passing lane. Page Is your vehicle ready for a long trip? If it needs service, have it
done before starting out. Page Hill and Mountain Roads Driving on steep hills or mountains is
different from driving in flat or rolling terrain. Your brakes will have to do all the work of slowing
down. They could get so hot that they wouldn't work well. You would then have poor braking or
even none going down a hill. Page Include an ice scraper, a small brush or broom, a supply of
windshield washer fluid, a rag, some winter outer clothing, a small shovel, a flashlight, a red
cloth and a couple of reflective warning triangles. And, if you will be driving under severe
conditions, include a small bag of sand, a piece of old carpet or a couple of burlap bags to help
provide traction. But wet ice can be even more trouble because it may offer the least traction of
all. You should probably stay with your vehicle unless you know for sure that you are near help
and you can hike through the snow. Here are some things to do to summon help and keep
yourself and your passengers safe: Turn on your hazard flashers. This can cause deadly CO
carbon monoxide gas to get inside. Clear away snow from around the base of your vehicle,
especially any that is blocking your exhaust pipe. I f you do, parts on your vehicle can break, or
it can change the way your vehicle handles. These could cause you to lose control. Also,
overloading can shorten the life of your vehicle. Page Electronic Level Control This feature
keeps the rear of your vehicle level as the load changes. In it are many time-tested, important
trailering tips and safety rules. Many of these are important for your safety and that of your
passengers. Load-pulling components such as the engine, transmission, wheel assemblies and

tires work harder against the drag of the added weight. Page And, it can also depend on any
special equipment that you have on your vehicle. Box If you have a weight-distributing hitch,
the trailer tongue A should weigh 12 percent of the total loaded trailer weight B. Page Safety
Chains You should always attach chains between your vehicle and your trailer. Cross the safety
chains under the tongue of the trailer so that the tongue will not drop to the road if it becomes
separated from the hitch. Instructions about safety chains may be provided by the hitch
manufacturer or by the trailer manufacturer. Page Backing Up Hold the bottom of the steering
wheel with one hand. Then, to move the trailer to the left, just move that hand to the left. To
move the trailer to the right, move your hand to the right. Always back up slowly and, if
possible, have someone guide you. Page Parking on Hills You really should not park your
vehicle, with a trailer on a hill. If something goes wrong, your rig attached, could start to move.
People can be injured, and both your vehicle and the trailer can be damaged. Page Your hazard
warning flashers let you warn others. They also let police know you have a problem. Your front
and rear turn signal lamps will flash on and off. Pressing this button on the center console
makes the front and rear turn signal lamps flash on and off. Page Other Warning Devices If you
carry reflective triangles, you can set one up at the side of the road about feet m behind your
vehicle. Jump Starting If the battery has run down, you may want to use another vehicle and
some jumper cables to start your Catera. T u r n the ignition on both vehicles. Page Using a
match near a battery can cause battery gas to explode. People have been hurt doing this, and
some have been blinded. Use a flashlight if you need more light. Be sure the battery has enough
water. Page 7. Connect it to the positive terminal of the good battery. Connect the red positive
cable to the positive terminal of the vehicle with the dead battery. Page 8. It goes to a heavy
unpainted metal part on the engine of the vehicle with the dead battery. Remove the cables in
reverse order to prevent electrical shorting. Heavy Metal Engine Part B. Good Battery C. Never
tow faster than safe or posted speeds. Never tow with damaged parts not fully secured. Page
When your vehicle is being towed, have the ignition key turned to the position. The steering
wheel should be clamped in a straight-ahead position, with a clamping device designed for
towing service. Page Attach R-hook chains on both sides, in the slotted holes in the bottom of
the frame rails, behind the front wheels. These slots are to be used when loading and securing
to car-carrier equipment. Attach a separate safety chain around the outboard end of each lower
control arm. Use car-carrier equipment only. Additional ramping may be required for carcarrier
equipment. Use safety chains and wheel straps. Do not attach winch cables, T-hooks or J-hooks
to suspension components when using car-carrier equipment. Page Attach R-hook chains to
the R-hook slots in the frame rails just ahead of the rear wheels on both sides. Attach a separate
safety chain around the bumper energy absorbing shockhnit on the left side of the vehicle and
another safety chain on the right side tow hook. Page Engine Overheating You will find the
warning light about a hot engine on the instrument panel. Stay away from the engine if you see
or hear steam coming from it. Sometimes the engine can get a little too hot when you: Climb a
long hill on a hot day. Stop after high-speed driving. Electric Engine Fans An electric fan under
the hood can when the engine is not running and can injure you. Keep hands, clothing and tools
away from any underhood electric fan. Page Adding only plain water to your cooling system can
be dangerous. Plain water, or some other liquid like alcohol, can boil before the proper coolant
mix will. Page 2. Then keep turning the pressure cap slowly, and 1. You can remove the coolant
surge tank pressure cap when the cooling system, including the coolant remove it. Turn the
pressure cap slowly counterclockwise until it first stops. With the coolant surge tank pressure
cap off, start the engine and let it run until you can feel the upper radiator hose getting hot.
Watch out for the engine fans. Page 5. Then replace the pressure cap. Be sure the pressure cap
is tight. Page Changing a Flat Tire If a tire goes flat, avoid further tire and wheel damage by
driving slowly to a level place. Turn on your hazard warning flashers. Changing a tire can cause
an injury. The vehicle can slip off the jack and roll over you or other people. The equipment
you'll need is in the trunk. On the driver's side of the trunk is the spare tire. Pull the fasteners on
the spare tire cover to access the tire. Page The jack and tool kit are located on the passenger's
side of the trunk. Pull the red handle to remove the cover and access the equipment. Turn the
nut holding the jack counterclockwise and remove it. Page The tools you'll be using include the
jack A , the wheel wrench B and the screwdriver C. Using the flat end of the screwdriver, gently
pry the wheel cover off. If you have the seven-spoke wheel, using the wheel wrench, loosen all
of the wheel bolts. If you have the five-spoke wheel not shown , use the flat end of the
screwdriver to pry off the five black plastic wheel bolt caps. Page 4. Raise the vehicle by turning
the jack handle clockwise. Raise the vehicle far enough off the ground for the spare tire to fit
under the vehicle. Remove all wheel bolts and take off the flat tire. Remove any rust or dirt from
the wheel bolts, mounting surfaces and spare wheel. If the bolts might come loose. Your wheel
could fall off, causing a serious accident. Replace the wheel bolts. Tighten each bolt by hand

until the wheel is held against the hub. Page 9. Tighten the wheel bolts firmly in a criss-cross
sequence as shown. This could lead to an accident. Be sure to use correct wheel bolts. Page
Storing a jack, a tire or other equipment in the passenger compartment of the vehicle could
cause injury. In a sudden stop or collision, loose equipment could strike someone. Store all
these in the proper place. Page Vehicle Here you will find information about the care of your
Catera. This section begins with service and fuel information, and then it shows how to check
important fluid and lubricant levels. There is also technical information about your vehicle, and
a part devoted to its appearance care. Service Fuel Fuels in Foreign Countries Page Service
Your Catera dealer knows your vehicle best and wants you to be happy with it. Page Control
You can be injured and your vehicle could be damaged if you try to do service work on a vehicle
without knowing enough about it. Be sure you have sufficient knowledge, experience, the
proper replacement parts and tools before you attempt any vehicle maintenance task. Page
Fuels in Foreign Countries If you plan on driving in another country outside the United States or
Canada, the proper fuel may be hard to find. Never use leaded gasoline or any other fuel not
recommended in the previous text on fuel. It burns violently, and that can cause very bad
injuries. Don't smoke if you're near gasoline or refueling your vehicle. Keep sparks, flames and
smoking materials away from gasoline. Page If you get gasoline on yourself and then something
ignites it, you could be badly burned. Gasoline can spray out on you if you open the fuel filler
cap too quickly. This spray can happen if your tank is nearly full, and is more likely in hot
weather. Page Hood Release Pull the lever inside the vehicle to open the hood. It is located on
the lower left side of the instrument panel. Then go to the front of the vehicle and find the
secondary hood release which is located above the front grille. Then pull D. Engine Oil Fill
Location E. Engine Dipstick Location F. Windshield Washer Fluid G. Page Engine Oil If the low
oil level light on the instrument panel comes on, it means you need to check your engine oil
level right away. You should check your engine oil level regularly; Page Checking Engine Oil
Pull out the dipstick and clean it with a paper towel or cloth, then push it back in all the way.
Remove it again, keeping the tip down, and check the level. Do not use any oil which does not
carry this Starburst symbol. These numbers on an oil container show its viscosity, or thickness.
Page Driving under these conditions causes engine oil to break down sooner. If any one of
these is vehicle, then you need to change your oil and filter every 5, miles 8 km or 3 months
occurs first. If none of them is true, use the long triphighway maintenance schedule. Be sure the
engine has cooled before following these steps 1. Unhook the five clips that attach the air
cleaner lid the housing. Lift the lid, take out the air filter and remove any loose debris that may
be found laying in the air cleaner base. Install a new air filter element. To reinstall the air cleaner
assembly, replace the air cleaner lid, reattach the five clips, replace the air intake tube and
tighten the clamp. Page Passenger Compartment Air Filter Replacement The passenger
compartment air filter traps most of the pollen from the air entering your vehicle and air
circulated inside the vehicle. For how often to change the passenger compartment air filter, see
your Maintenance Schedule booklet. Page Replace the filter by sliding back in, reattaching both
retainer clips and closing the grille flap. Replace the engine compartment rear seal. Close the
engine hood. Give boiling protection up to "F 1 29 Protect against rust and corrosion. Help keep
the proper engine temperature. Let the warning lights and gages work as they should. The
repair cost wouldn't be covered by your warranty. Too much water in the mix can freeze and
crack the engine, radiator, heater core and other parts. Page CAUTION: Turning the surge tank
pressure cap when the engine and radiator are hot can allow steam and scalding liquids to blow
out and burn you badly. Never turn the surge tank pressure cap when the engine and radiator
are hot. If the surge tank pressure cap needs to be replaced, a GM cap is recommended. Page
Mow To Check Power Steering Fluid When the engine compartment is cool, wipe the cap and
the top of the reservoir clean, then unscrew the cap and wipe the dipstick with a clean rag.
Replace the cap and completely tighten it. Then remove the cap again and look at the fluid level
on the dipstick. Water can cause the solution to freeze and damage your washer tank and fluid
other parts of the washer system. Page There are only two reasons why the brake fluid level in
the reservoir might go down. The first is that the brake fluid goes down to an acceptable level
during normal brake lining wear. When new linings are put in, the fluid level goes back up. Page
Some driving conditions or climates may cause a brake squeal when the brakes are first applied
or lightly applied. This does not mean something is wrong with your brakes. Properly torqued
wheel bolts are necessary to help prevent brake pulsation. When tires are rotated, inspect brake
pads for wear and evenly torque wheel bolts in the proper sequence to GM specifications. You
never have to add water to one of these. On the outboard side of each low-beam headlamp, 3.
Twist the bulb out to replace and then reassemble. Turn the lamp assembly clockwise to
remove. Page Headiamp 1. Note that the inner bulb is for the low-beam headlamp and the outer
bulb is for the high-beam headlamp. Squeeze the retaining clip together and then pull 5. Swivel

the bulb out and then replace. Page Exterior Rear Bulbs A. If Catera dealer for assistance.
Taillamp and Rear Turn Signal Lamp 1. Open the trunk to access the lamp housing. Page
Headlamp Aiming Your vehicle has the 55 x mini-quad headlamp system. These headlamps
have horizontal and vertical aim indicators. The aim has been pre-set at the factory and should
need no further adjustment. If your vehicle is damaged in an accident and the headlamp aim
seems be affected, see your Catera dealer. Page It is recommended that the upper limit not
exceed plus 0. Other drivers may flash their high beams at you if your adjustment is much
above plus 0. If you find that the headlamp aiming needs adjustment, follow these steps: 1. To
replace the wiper blade assembly: 1. Page Tires Your new Catera comes with high-quality tires
made by leading tire manufacturer. If you ever have questions about your tire warranty and
where to obtain service, see your Catera Warranty booklet for details. When you end this very
high-speed driving, reduce the cold inflation pressures to those listed on the Tire-Loading
Information label. Page Tire Inspection and Rotation Tires should be rotated at 5, miles 8 km
and then every 10, miles 16 k m time you notice unusual wear, rotate your tires as soon as
possible and check wheel alignment. Also check for damaged tires or wheels. You need a new
tire if any of the following statements are true: You can see the indicators at three or more
places around the tire. Page Mixing tires could cause you to lose control while driving. If you
mix tires of different sizes or types radial and bias-belted tires , the vehicle may not handle
properly, and you could have a crash. Using tires of different sizes may also cause damage to
your vehicle. Sustained high temperature can cause the material of the tire to degenerate and
reduce tire life, and excessive temperature can lead to sudden tire failure. Page If you need to
replace any of your wheels or wheel bolts, replace them only with new GM original equipment
parts. This way, you will be sure to have the right wheel and wheel bolts for your Catera model.
Using the wrong replacement wheels and wheel bolts on your vehicle can be dangerous. Install
them on the rear tires and tighten them as tightly as possible with the ends securely fastened.
Page Cleaning the Inside of Your Catera Use a vacuum cleaner often to get rid of dust and loose
dirt. Wipe vinyl or leather with a clean, damp cloth. Your Catera dealer has two cleaners, a
solvent-type spot lifter and a foam-type powdered cleaner. They will clean normal spots and
stains very well. Some spots and stains will clean off better with just water and mild soap. If you
need to use solvent: 1. Gently scrape excess soil from the trim material with a clean, dull knife
or scraper. Page Combination Stains Stains caused by candy, ice cream, mayonnaise, chili
sauce and unknown stains can be removed as follows: 1. Carefully scrape off excess stain.
Clean with cool water and allow to dry. If a stain remains, clean it with solvent-type cleaner.
Cleaning Vinyl Use warm water and a clean cloth. Some spots and stains will clean better with
just water and mild soap. If something gets on one of them and you need to use a solvent,
follow these steps: Gently scrape excess soil from the trim material with a clean, dull knife or
scraper. Page Cleaning the Outside of the Windshield and Wiper Blades If the windshield is not
clear after using the windshield washer, or if the wiper blade chatters when running, wax, sap or
other material may be on the blade or windshield. Page Cleaning Exterior LampsLenses Use
lukewarm or cold water, a soft cloth and a liquid hand, dish or car washing mild detergent soap
to clean exterior lamps and lenses. Page Tires To clean your tires, use a stiff brush with a tire
cleaner. NOTICE: When applying a tire dressing always take care to wipe off any overspray or
splash from all painted surfaces on the body or wheels of the vehicle. Page Although no defect
in the paint job causes this, Cadillac will repair, at no charge to the owner, the surfaces of new
vehicles damaged by this fallout condition within 12 months or 12, miles 20 whichever occurs
first. An electrical overload will cause the lamps to go on and off, or in some cases to remain
off. Page Fuses and Circuit Breakers The wiring circuits in your vehicle are protected from the
short circuits by a combination of fuses and circuit breakers. This greatly reduces the chance of
fires caused by electrical problems. Look at the silver-colored band inside the fuse. If the band
is broken or melted, replace the fuse. Lift the cover to access. Vehicle Dimensions Width This
section also tells you how to obtain service publications and how to report any safety defects.
Customer Satisfaction Procedure Page Customer Satisfaction Procedure Catera dealers have
the facilities, trained technicians and up-to-date information to promptly address any concerns
you may have. However, if a concern has not been resolved to your complete satisfaction, take
the following steps: STEP ONE Discuss your concern with a member of dealership
management. Page If after contacting a member of dealership management, it appears your
concern cannot be resolved by the dealership without further help, contact the Cadillac
Customer Assistance Center, 24 hours a day, by calling TTY users in It provides every Catera
owner with the advantage of contacting a Cadillac advisor and, when appropriate, a Catera
trained dealer technician who can provide on-site service. Page Our Cadillac Dealer Technician
network is ready and able to assist Catera customers at roadside. It is just one more example of
Cadillac's commitment to provide the services you expect and deserve as a Catera owner. Page

Owner Responsibilities You are responsible for primary insurance coverage of the vehicle
provided. In many cases, your own auto insurance policy may provide this coverage under
provisions for rental car agreements. While your dealership will cover the rental expense of a
vehicle provided under the provisions of Gold Key Courtesy Transportation, you are
responsible for Both Cadillac and your Catera dealer are committed to making sure you are
completely satisfied with your new vehicle. Our experience has shown that, if a Page Warranty
Information Some state laws may require you to use this program before filing a claim with a
state-run arbitration program or in the courts. Warranty Information Your vehicle comes with a
separate warranty booklet that contains detailed warranty information. Page NOTE: Dealers and
Companies please provide dealer name the person to whose attention the shipment should be
sent. Mail completed order form to: P. Page Section 8 Index Page Brake Adjustment Fluid
Master Cylinder Parking. Page Climate Control System Clock. Guide en FranGais Normal
Replacement parts Maintenance. Manual Front Passenger's Seat. Page Service Ordering
Manuals. Parts Identification Label. Page Vehicle Control Damage Warnings. Print page 1 Print
document pages. Cancel Delete. Sign In OR. Don't have an account? Sign up! Restore
password. Upload from disk. Upload from URL. Founded in the U. So when GM announced a
new kind of Caddy to the world in mid , car watchers everywhere wondered if a car whose DNA
came from another continent could ever be the real thing. Their worry was not misplaced. For
only the third time in its long history, Cadillac imported a car from Europe and the results were
disastrous. The Cadillac Catera was little noted or long remembered, but its failure forced GM to
do what had been unthinkable just a few years earlier â€” start over with a clean sheet of paper
and finally save its luxury division. Starting with the V fiasco in the early eighties, bad diesels
and the rise and rapid fall of the Cimarron, Cadillac seemed to have lost its way and purpose
with very little hope of getting it back. In a sentence, old customers eventually die and you have
to replace them or risk your viability. Caddy brass understandably cast a worried eye to the
east, as the buy up makes had come from nowhere to within about 30, units of the standard of
the world in just a couple of model cycles. Mercedes and BMW also claimed a large piece of the
high end market, but high prices and refusal to adapt their autobahn cruisers to American
sensibilities placed a hard ceiling on their market penetration. To be sure, Caddy had stepped
out on a limb before to try to woo a new kind of buyer. By the time that the Cimarron was shown
the door in , sales across the entire line were just over ,00 units, about 60, behind Lincoln and
dropping alarmingly. The next stab at a change of DNA involved a Rube Goldberg assembly
scheme and a body designed by Pininfarina that hit the market with a thud in The fact that the
Allante had to be designed and partially assembled in Europe spoke loud and clear that the
solons in corporate HQ had lost touch with their target buyer and economic reality. The wildly
overpriced, bland and sloppy handling Allante hung on for seven model years, averaging about
copies per annum. To beat it all, GM lost money on every Allante ever made. By the way, the
Allante was the second import that Cadillac attempted. It sold about copies in two model years.
Cadillac management sensed that the way of the future was to play up handling, road manners
and refinement rather than plushbottom luxury and the latest electronic playthings. If an
americanized copy of a European touring car was good, why not go one better and bring back
the real thing? In theory, this sounded fine. Now, all GM brass had to do was find the right car.
With a stable of eurosedans at Opel and Vauxhall to choose from, what could go wrong? In a
word, everything. GM summoned the Opel Omega from the Germany where it had been
marketed as an executive car , stuck the usual oversize Caddy badges on the outside and then
turned on the marketing machine. A goofy, contrived ad campaign featured a slightly sinister
looking duck that assured buyers they were renegades that played by their own rules and
Cadillac had just the car they needed to buck the establishment. This had the effect of making
what was an overpriced car seem more affordable. The ads seemed to run in a continuous loop
during sports events and prime time. But those ads sowed the seeds of trouble, as we will see.
Once they climbed behind the wheel, customers found that the car itself was a flawed product
on too many levels. But the lookalike problem was small potatoes compared to the numerous
mechanical issues baked into the Catera. Number one was performance. The cars pound mass
taxed the 3 litre L81 V6 sourced from Britain, of all places, further driving up costs and provided
no snap, no excitement for its disappointed owners. The most common problem was the
sudden failure of the timing belt tensioner pulley. When it let go, bent valves and flying rods
meant a quick and expensive death. In the best GM tradition, Cadillac tried to look the other
way, which sent a lot of furious owners running to their lawyers. Eventually, this episode led to
an expensive recall, which proved to be just the tip of the iceberg. As technical service bulletins
started piling up reflecting the cars numerous problems, sales began dropping and never
recovered. Worse for GM, the earlier push for leases meant that the cars mechanical woes came
back to haunt the company when the leased lemons came back to the dealer. This further

depressed resale values which had never been that strong anyway. By the end, Cadillac was
selling about Cateras a year. The car was doomed. The Omega was sold in Brazil as a Chevrolet
Omega and did good business there, lasting until The basic chassis would return to the U. The
replacement for the unloved Catera would be the CTS in This was a world class car that Cadillac
could finally be proud of. The CTS continues to this day and looks good even now. The Catera
is all but forgotten. Why on earth did GMNA get its car from Europe when they could have had a
long wheelbase States man from OZ without the mechanical ailments The car that became the
Pontiac has NO Euro bones it is entirely Aussie designed and developed it is also the platform
for the Camaro The reason a Caddy is fast at the Ring is the Holden its based on is very fast at
the ring the CTS is a Holden under neath like it or not. True BRF, but the 5. The Holden engine
also came in 5. Geeeeee â€” EM. What WILL we do with you. Why were you building ANY other
passenger-car V6s at that point, really? Cadillac Catera could be a success story in the U. IF it
had that 3. My brother in law worked in the auto industry and gave me a ride in one of their test
mule cars with over hp, on the gearchange the rear of the car body not tires would move
sideways due to suspension bush deflection. I have spoken to some of the guys who worked on
the Monaro development team and that is a story in itself. I think the real reason why Catera was
a so called fiasco IS that managers thought that the euro way of thinking is comparable with the
north american. No way! The euro way of thinking was and still IS: 1. The 1. The 3. Catera
should not be sourced from Europe. They could be easily sourced them from Holden Australia
where the 3. Whule Japanese will not suspend nor of their brands there. From what I
understand, the reliability record is far from stellar. Opel Omega was an excellent taxi car.
Fantastic rear legroom, comfortable, four cylinder engines which could go on forever. The
engine used in the Cadillac version was the top of the line in Europe out of more than five
engines, petrol and diesel which probably very few people bought and judging from this article,
the engine was to blame for most of the issues. The Omega was a very good car. But GM logic
is just SO intricate. Living in Europe I had hardly heard of the Catera, but I remember that at
some point about 10 years ago or so, there was talk in Germany and Belgium and Luxembourg
of a V8-powered Omega which was next to ready but never saw the light of day. I remember
being pretty excited at the thought of test driving a V8-powered wagon not many of these
available on the market then beside very expensive Mercedeses , God knows, I might even have
bought one. Never knew about the timing chain tensioner failures on these engines, but I DO
recall that pretty much every single one that came into salvage yards had blown head gaskets. I
hated dismantling them. Inverted Torx bolts for just about everything. Good ole GM. Trash the
storied names you have, dump them, grab a new name, search frantically for a car in the global
portfolio to attach it to. Ignore quality problems and drive away customers. Now why did they go
bankrupt again? These disappeared from the streets shockingly fast here. Of course it would
still look like a rental fodder Malibu. The Commodore track width is 2. Like the Continental,
Cadillac lost money on every unit sold. I have always liked the looks of the Allante compared to
similar cars of its era. I always thought that the Catera looked most like a Chevy Lumina,
particularly the generation. My grandmother had a Lumina at the same time that my uncle had a
Catera, so I got to compare them fairly closely at family functions. My uncle was scheduled to
take his Catera to the dealer for the timing belt tensioner pulley recall. I typical GM fashion they
had things hammered out by the time the 4. If anyone really loves the Alante for any reason â€”
the 4. The expensiveness issue has been cured by the shocking depreciation the cars have
suffered and I guess a true enthusiast would simply chase down the build quality issues and
tighten and align things himself. Then Northstars started croaking on a regular basis, and the
bloom was off that rose. Allante never got the 4. Started with the 4. Allantes had different cams
giving them a bit more hp than the standard engine. Thanks for the clear-up. They also had a
tuned intake manifold with port injection. The last year got the Northstar. Italy is known for hot
sports cars, but not reliable cars, for example Fiat fix it again tony. I scratched my head when I
saw the first Catera on the street. Seeing all these post cars, with few exceptions, brings back
feelings of sheer frustration. Why did the automakers have to resort to this? Times change, but
where did all the stylists go? Are you kidding? You mean to tell me this is the best you can do?
You are all fired! Now I feel better, but still frustrated. Which I did, and chose the premium
steaks. I have yet to receive my free gift, over a decade later. Is my memory playing tricks on
me, or did Cindy Crawford appear in some advertisements for this car? While I agree that the
CTS was a big improvement over this car, the original version of that one left me cold, too. I
thought that the styling was contrived in the same manner as the the styling of Taurus was â€”
GM just used cubes instead of ovals. And the interior was embarrassingly cheap for what was
supposed to be a premium car. At least GM stuck with it and improved everything about the car
for the second generation. And then the feminists went publicly ballistic over that minidress.
The interior was not cheap, but is was plastic and did not have the right feel or look. The

shocking thing is that the STS probably would have gotten the same thing, except that Lutz got
involved in time. I bought one of these new in figuring that, while the car had initial problems,
GM gets the bugs worked out and the last year is usually good. Fiero, Grand National, Allante.
Because of its reputation they sold for the same price as a similarly equipped Camcord, but felt
much, much nicer. Dull as a Camry without the reliability. I never had the timing belt issues but
had a series of niggling problems over the 5 years I had it that made me sell it before the GM
extended warranty ran out. I remember the transmission solenoid, body control computer, the
dealer stripped the oil pan, heater control valve, sunroof switches, battery cable corrosion
which made it not start, air conditioner problems. This was another case of a good idea poorly
implemented. The General has proven to be the king at that too. I always found it funny that GM
constantly tried using marketing to overcome the issues with a car rather than fix the car itself.
To be fair though the formula for Catera was still a flop when Lincoln tried using it on the LS.
Again, hindsight. Was the Catera a bad car? Maybe not. Was it a good car? Lotus turned an
inocent Carton into the fastest 4 door sedan pretty much ever using a Catera power train. Thats
what the English did with this car It went mph straight from the box. What happened at
Cadillac?????? These cars have a good pedigree with other divisions A Vauxhall Lotus Carlton
was clocked at mph 4 people and luggage on board this car in any flavour except Cadillac was a
great weapon, Caddy is the only division not to make a success of this car. The Lotus Carlton
was the previous model to the one the Catera is based on. That Omega was a left-over from the
days when Opel made really fine cars. The 4 cylinder engines used in European versions had no
serious issues, and apart from the sometimes iffy build quality the car scored well as a cut-price
BMW. I drove the previous generation cars sometimes and they were fine motorway cruisers.
Unfortunately I eventually got behind the wheel of one of the last facelifted models and it was
poor â€” mushy steering and soggy brakes. The four cylinder motor found its way into
Commodores on the NZ market, Australia didnt get such devices and had to wait for the Vectra
NZ already had to see that motor. Cars that thankfully have almost completely vanished. But at
least the L-series won a comparison test once upon a time. A friend of mine had one of these, a
family hand-me-down. Hence, the X-body Nova. An interesting coincidence, I went to the mall
today for lunch and when I came out there was a silver Catera in the parking lot. The body was
in good condition aside from some peeling clearcoat on the top edge of the panel between the
taillights. It looked really nice too. I saw it make a left turn at an intersection. Does that count as
a zig? A lot of semi talented engineers in NA are vastly overpaid considering the shockingly
awful crap they design. Bryce , I was thinking the same thought todayâ€¦. Look what you did â€¦
A shiny or so Dark Green Bonnieville pulled out in front of meâ€¦ and I thought how sad Ill never
again want a Bonnieville or a Pontiac again for that Matter. And all of the good, smart, and
qualified for the job engineers in NA that work for GM are under-appreciated, underpaid,
angered at those facts, and leave GM once they find a better job to do. Or is it that they have or
maybe had really talented engineers who have been continually kept on a too-tight leash by
bungling, inept, and way-overpaid totally out-of-touch management? I agree. Aussies were
given the RWD job for two reasons; strong capability and fast development turnaround time. It
would be unfair to paint all within GM NA with the same brush as is deserved by sandbagging or
inept execs. It beggars belief that there were not excellent people underneath capable of doing
just as good a job as we could do. We, in gear-head land, wish to pray that GM never returns to
commit these same sins again. Back to Catera. Agree the Aussies at Holden did far better with
this platform. But Holden, Pty. Tasty, delicious lemonade, too! Examples: Holden Commodores,
Statesmen, etc. Pontiac and Olds. The one I briefly owned bought used at 66, milesâ€¦ was a
total miss. And soon R. P Holden too. Not the real thing. As long as that exists, the rest of the
range can be anything. Once the halo goes, what makes Holden Holden goes too. I present the
demise of the Lincoln Town Car as evidence of what happens to a brand when the halo is
extinguished. GMH manage to mate US powertrains with European body designs and even the
most basic Commodore can be flung sideways with confidence and the latest HSV models can
out pace nearly anything available. Great write-up Jeff! Just needs a 97 Malibu for full effect.
Note the eggcrate grille and chrome mustache. The basic Catera platform was given to GM
divisions as a kit and the whole parts bin of powertrains and off they went and did their thing
Vauxhall gave their Catera powertrain to Lotus who tuned it and planted it into a Vauxhall
Carton and created the fastest 4 door car for its time ONLY a Ferrari was faster and it was 2door
Lotus used V8 Commodore transmissions and diffs because they were corvette originated and
could cope with the engine and fitted the car Holdens were using worked 5. They remain the
only division to fail with this car. Yeah its the VN? VP equivalent which were on the previous VL
floor pan which was a Vauxhall even the Batmobile aero kit from Walkinshaws was from a
Vauxhall not a Holden originally. The reason the NA market never saw anything like the Lotus
Carlton is because the NA market had a similar car from GM on the market when the Catera was

being conceived. I actually thought the re-styling of the Saab base was quite effective, but
thinking of it as a true Caddy was perhaps GM feeding us BSâ€¦. Note that the Commodore is
completely re-engineered from the Omega, stretched and widened, different powertrains etc.
Just look at the basic dimensions: Omega L The V was hardly a fiasco in the same sense that
the diesels or the HT was. At least on the Vs the cantankerous electronics could be
disconnected, far better than the entire engine going belly-up, as was the case with the others.
All they knew was that they had paid big money for a car with driveability problems. There is
just no substitute for getting it right on the front end. Sooo good on both! Once engineering
reaches a plateau and where mass-marketers offer the highest quality technology can
deliverâ€¦the Luxury Brand is reduced to oversized badges and hype. Hype not even supported
by the style, which is cookie-cutter identical to other models; or performance, on which it loses
out. A high price, to offer a nameplate; sold by a cartoon duck. Always wondered why these
cars got the bad rap they got. I thought they were better looking that the original CTS. I have
assembled a photo side by side comparisons between a Chevrolet Malibu vs. They may look a
little similar even in size and design but they were two different cars altogether. Oldsmobile also
had a short lived version of this car called the Oldsmobile Cutlass. The Caddy that Zigs ad
campaign always bugged me. The Birds in the Crest are mythical Merlettes. Not Ducks. I have a
silver Catera for sale! I hardly ever see them around here. Andrew Ritchie. Interesting that I have
the opposite opinion. But no. Also, the Cimmaron was available only slightly longer than the
Catera. With the Catera they just gave up on it as a bad idea and pulled the plug. I have seen at
least one of these as a lawn ornament during my travels and a rather new vehicle to be just
sitting there. I actually like the looks of these, and looked into the LSx V8 swap as mentioned
earlier by somebody else. Not at all an easy swap, one was done using parts that were from
some european GM prototype. So yeah good luck for a regular guy finding that stuff. These are
good handling cars but their glass jaw is the timing belt which many broke at very low mileage.
GM did nothing to help the owners I knew if the car was even just outside of the warranty. A
little customer care would have probably gone a long way to help customer loyalty, instead GM
threw those customers under the bus. I always thought the Catera could have been a positive
for Cadillac had they treated the situation differently. I totally agree. I believe the initial Catera
came to America with a 2. I do remember contemporary reviews of the car as a watered-down
European sedan even more watered down for U. The engine was a 3. Opps, the V6 was really 54
degrees, much worse. But the Catera engine was 3. It amazes me how long some customers
held on thinking they will get it right this year. It took much effort to throw away all those
decades of reputation but GM accomplished it. It would take a super-capable effort to do, but its
still doable. Bigger problem would be the insistence of making money on every unit. Chicken
and egg. Its not inconceivable but pretty unlikely, it seems to me. Unlikely, yes. Massive effort
across ALL silos, yes. Requiring a corporate recalibration along the lines of the Whiz Kids, most
probably. Requiring extremely diligent brand custodianship, yes. Diffusion products such as an
SUV, most likely look at the proportion of Porsches sold that are a Cayenne, albeit well
engineered. Its not all about brand, but its naive to think its not a lot about brand. And the word
Cadillac still carries a lot of cultural weight. That ship as already sailed. With each passing year
the average age of those who even remember Cadillac as what it once was is aging right out of
the market. I recently heard a guy in a local restaurant complaining about his GM truck had to
have the fender well removed to replace a blown headlamp bulb. The lady he was talking with
said she recently drove her Cadillac to a dealership for the same issue and ended up having to
leave the car because the procedure required removal of the front bumper. She said a loaner
was not provided. GM still does not understand how to treat its customers, much less those
who purchase what is supposed to be their flagship models. I try to avoid the woulda shoulda
coulda, but two car brands from the US are international shorthand; Jeep and Cadillac. If some
Indian conglomerate wanted to buy the name, it could be revised. It would probably involve
jewel encrusted gear knobs but there is a new super elite out there wanting to demonstrate
absolute conspicuous consumption. And the Caddy heritage could feed into that. As a domestic
brand, however, yep the aircraft carrier has already sailed in the wrong direction and its
probably too hard to turn it around. Cadillac does still have some cultural clout-but that was on
laurels from long ago and memories of big V8 RWD sleds. The name represents tradition, class,
country clubs and the like-and people who aspire to this sort of outlook on things. If they were
really smart, I think they should have worked on quality and then tried to ride out the baby
boomer storm. GM could have used something else to chase the diesel Benz crowd. RWD or at
least optionally so. This time around better quality i. Large and comfy with no consoles, but
nothing over the top expensive to replace i. Stabilitrak, back to the no gadgety crap. If you read
the pages featuring Cadillac products contained within CurbsideClassic. You will also find
despair and disillusionment at its present state, unfortunately brought upon by its own actions

or a lack thereof. I myself am not an avid Cadillac fan, however I feel you are in possession of a
highly valued, if presently tarnished, brand. It is important at this time to remember that
redemption is part of the American narrative; none other than Frank Sinatra proved there are
second acts in American lives. You have in your possession some outstanding proposals for
Cadillac vehicles. My personal favourite is the Sixteen, although the Elmiraj is a close second. I
believe these vehicles, produced in extremely limited quantities, would do much to help
resuscitate Cadillac. Who, then, is your target market? It is my firm belief that a saloon with at
the very least sixteen pots will help you occupy a space owned by no other carmaker.
Provenance of your V16 heritage exists in the s, particularly the delicious streamlined examples.
It is here you will find the path to redemption; if you focus on ever-larger tailfins I fear you will
puncture the balloon of opportunity. I take an international perspective when I make these
suggestions. When pondering the super-exclusive output of the major car makers, I can find no
vehicle that matches what the Sixteen could offer. The Rolls Royce saloons are certainly up
there, but the Rapide and the Quattroporte have been reduced to school duties for the
professional classes, and the less said about the Panamera the better. What these people need
is the exclusivity of the Aston Martin , a hood the length of a Learjet runway and four doors. I
am impelled to write this because; your concept cars look frigging hot, and; Cadillac has a
brand equity matched by no other. There are obviously many more facets to making a car that
would need to be accomplished at an extremely high level for this proposal to be a success. If
you need help developing these vehicles quickly with no loss of quality, look to Australia where
you have an extremely strong capability ready and waiting. Please consider this a private
missive between ourselves. If it got out, I would be subject to much ridicule from the CC
community. As Bryce has mentioned, we got the Aussie version of this Catera as a bread and
butter Commodore. Not a perfect car, but did the job and many were sold. Allante: missed
opportunity or what? The Opel Omega was targetted at the European market with European
tastes. So the answer seems simple: GM NA picked the wrong donor. And now that the Aussie
Commodore is the best yet and is a first class car, GM NA decides to kill it and close down the
Holden factory. I actually liked this car those thought it was criminally overpriced. It still looks
nice in my opinion. Apparently early in the VT Commodore program it was intended to be built
in the US, perhaps to replace the B-body cars? That idea was killed around apparently but
Holden should be eternally thankful it went that far because the LHD configuration was part of
the design by then. Sort of,kind of. These were supposedly killed partly by GM internal politics
and other factors. How far this all actually went in reality is another question- every new car
programme in Australia for about thirty years was supposed to have an American export model
underpinning it,from the Chrysler Hemi 6 to the current Caprice, and only a couple ever made it.
None could be really be called a success. I suspect a lot of these export programmes were just
P. I still remember the ads for this car and I still have a brochure from an autoshow from around
Oddly enough I knew a family that bought a used silver Catera to replace their previously
enjoyed Cutlass Ciera during the early s. I think that they were attracted to the chrome rims and
the Cadillac badge, but all in all it was a very poor choice. I would have recommended a Camry
for them being as thrifty as they are. I later found out that their younger son had more or less
talked them into buying it after spotting it outside at a GM dealership. He would always try to
brag about it and even tried to buy it from his parents but came up short with the funds. The
Catera still remains with the parents. There were small rust spots forming on the doors long ago
which was odd since it is always garaged and is a low mileage car. Rear wheel drive in
Canadian Winters is a big mistake even though it has traction control. I was actually surprised
to see one driving around recently this Winter. Years ago during one icy Winter the dad
managed to make the car slip sideways against the opening of the garage putting a small
scratch in the paint. The son also had an earlier Winter mishap which involved skidding into a
stop sign and damaging the front bumper parking light on one side. In recent years I hear that
the car has been in the shop quite often. The L81 V6 is perhaps the most maligned engine in
relatively recent GM history. It was designed by Opel but build exclusively at Ellesmere Port in
England. The block was cast entirely from recycled cast iron. The bugaboo of the timing belt
was a concern for me. It concerned engines built before certain dates and since I could not
easily determine that, I had my mechanic replace the belt and related tensioners and idlers with
updated parts at about 56K. I asked for the old parts and noted that they were built by SKF in
France. The other problem regularly cited with these engines is the sealing of the oil cooler that
resides in the valley of the V, submerged in engine coolant. The last time that I took my car to a
dealer for something like a brake fluid flush and brake service they took me to my car and, with
a flashlight, showed me a pool of coolant visible below the intake runners in the valley of the
engine. Since my coolant level had not dropped at all, I took my car to the my mechanic, that did
the timing belt change, to investigate. He found nothing other than one questionable crush

washer on a coolant crossover. He found nothing that would leak coolant. Since that time, every
time, for every service, I have trusted my honest, genius of a mechanic for all of my service
even though he is in a very inconvenient location. My car is a Saturn L I am simply not willing to
expose myself to such substandard product and poor dealership warranty service. I saw one
the other day with a cloth top. A Catera? The second thing that struck me was that this thing
was still on the road. Weird things of weird, I ended up seeing 3 different Cateras this very day.
Maybe I should go buy a lotto ticketâ€¦. The joke was that it ended up spelling cataracts, which
was certainly appropriate for the customer base. I never knew these cars ever had a V6 from the
UK. If anything the Corvette based short lived XLR was the true spiritual successor to the also
short lived Allante more than a decade later. My personal Waterloo and Dunkirk balled up into
one. Instead, I thought, how bad can it be? I found out. It is still parked out behind the garage,
waiting for me to install the accessory drive belt, a different climate control panel and a radiator.
With only 70k, I hold out hope I can salvage it for my son to drive back and forth to work on
days biking is a no go. That is probably unrealistic, however. It has beaten me at every turn.
Which weighs lbs. Go figure. Cadillac disapointed me in that they never had a touring sedan
version of the Catera. But they did. The Catera Sport. In fact there is a pic of two them at the top
of this story. How to tell a Sport from the base model? Along with firmer shocks. Cadillac was
still way ahead of Lincoln for If you care to post where your figures are from than at least that
would be a start as far as posting fact from opinion. Almost a moot point on many years as the
margine is so slim its not worth arguing about anyway. Goes back to my many rants about DS 1.
If this was already posted here than my apoligies. I just dont have the patience to read over
replies. Hey how about the Lincoln LS. Kind of on the same level as the Catera. Great cars in
search of dependabilty and resale value. I have found a different website that agrees with , or so
for Cadillac. That website shows , for FWD Cadillacs in Ok, this webpage articles. When Cadillac
decided to rename their series by three letter designations, they claimed that the first letter was
to stand for the series C, S, D, X. Then the T generally implied touring or sports perhaps and
then the last letter would be S for sedans, C for coupes this is not used. The SRX was not a
C-series for sure. Now we have the XTS, which is not a Corvette based sports car, nor even a
sports sedan. The ATS is a new model series. It is what the first CTS was trying to be, but did
not quite make it. Unless of course, Cadillac was aware that Ford was working on a small Jag
sedan, that Lincoln would get a copy of. My 83 Buick Skyhawk at least had automatic climate
control, which the Cimarron did not offer. So we need cars that can withstand that kind of
driving. Have Excursion to. The reason was as l understand to melt in in the market and what
people expect it to be. Here cops use it as a highway interceptor with powerfull engines coz it
haves best aerodinamic yet. Total disaster on every level. The picture of the one sitting in the
salvage yard is the perfect epitaph for these piles of vehicular excrement. It was shoddily made,
the interior was made out of plastics I thought only existed in the world of xbox game cases.
But it was a step in the right direction. But outside of the USA, everyone rightfully laughed at it.
While I do agree that the interior was overly plastic, I am not quite sure about the shoddily made
part. What was said is that it was a Cadillac that was not afraid of curves in the road. No, but a
CTS at least looked like a Cadillac around the world. The Catera to the rest of the world looked
like the Opel, Vauxhall or Chevy it was. I worked for a Cadillac dealership in the Seattle area in , I
was 18 years old at the time and I got to drive every car Cadillac made. The Catera was so
offensive in appearance and in its performance that I cannot believe Cadillac ever recovered
from that blunder. I was not particularly impressed with any Cadillac models and my bosses
there as well as the POS owner himself were so two faced that I learned to hate that brand and
the people who loved that brand. All of those clowns are sociopathic out of touch geriatrics just
like their corporate leaders are and have been. I promise that unless your target girls have
blonde hair, leather handbag skin from tanning too much and silicone breasts, the WRX will get
you way more tail than any Cadillac product. I had a brand new Catera. Always had Cadillacs
but wanted a more sporty version so Catera it was. At 11, miles, the car stopped running
because of a fuel line issue. Fixed under warranty. At 17, miles the battery died, got a new one
under warranty. At 24, miles the brakes went out, fixed at dealership. At 26, brakes went out
again. Traded that car for a Toyota Camry, never an issue. The americans missed out on a great
car, the Omega before the catera! And the 3. Have had many of these cars, and still own a few of
them. The problem with them in my country is rust, becouse of the bad winters we have here
but the mechanical is really good. And what was supposed to be the goddamn deal with those
weirdâ€¦duckâ€¦birdâ€¦things? If a contestant said the secret word, A screwy looking stuffed
duck would drop down on a string holding a sign in his mouth with the secret word spelled out
on it. To me, the Catera taillights were pure Subaru Legacy first-gen , right down to the block
letters in the middle of the lens. Later Cateras like the one in this feature above had even more
generic taillights. Someone half a block from us in Toronto had a silver Catera for many years

that was kept in showroom condition. It was replaced a few years ago with a new Corolla.
Despite all the probably deserved negativity the poor Catera gets, I actually enjoyed the one I
drove years ago. GM was still doing their traveling car-test roadshows at the time, so I got to
fling a Catera around a little course a few times. Lots of fun, and no repair bills, which is
probably the key to happiness here. I also recall thinking these looked too much like the Malibu
at the time. I also remeber that ad with that duck. That engine was beautiful to look at; ran nicely
when new; and was absolutely horrible to work on. Weird how GM could get so much wrong.
Rugged, reliable performance with totally familiar Buick V6 mechanicals, optional Chevy V8,
optional LWB, maybe even a sporty wagon â€” it could have breathed new life into the brand.
Heck, into the entire corporation! I remember these. A friend of my mother had one and from
what I recall, it was pretty crap-tastic. I agree, these did look way too much like a dressed up
Malibu, but I did like the update though. What is baffling is that the money spent on the Allante
in its totality development and production costs and tweaking a plebian Opel could have been
used to develop a rather nice luxury product â€” even taking the Seville and doing a significant
redo and having handling, power, and luxury. To me the Catera was far more underwhelming
than the Cimaron given that Cadillac needed to rush to market a product for the Cimaron but did
not with the Opeltera. I also loathe the Aussie GTO â€” tepid product with a great engine that
was underwhelming on almost every level except stop, go, and cornering. Your email address
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Barra. Posted March 29, at PM. No more head in the clouds for me. Posted August 6, at PM. Gem
Whitman. Same company, similar sizeâ€¦. R Henry. Sheeshâ€¦ The second thing that struck me
was that this thing was still on the road. Ickâ€¦ Weird things of weird, I ended up seeing 3
different Cateras this very day.
2003 honda accord warning lights
clifton auto manuals
jet pump parts diagram
Johannes Dutch. And this 4. Posted March 31, at AM. The Lincoln LS was a decent car. The car
magazines liked it with the V8. Posted June 1, at PM. William Powell. Posted December 14, at
AM. Posted December 14, at PM. Terrance Ferrara. Posted September 3, at PM. Lisa Hoffman.
Posted February 6, at PM. Posted September 16, at AM. Daniel Stern. Posted January 19, at AM.
Posted January 20, at PM. The Catera could zig a jig.. Zagging is where it was lagging. Phil b.
Posted January 20, at AM. Gustavo Miranda. Paul Mittermaier. Posted January 22, at PM. Leave
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