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The Dodge Dakota , known as the Ram Dakota for the final two years of production, is a
mid-size pickup truck from Chrysler 's Ram formerly Dodge Truck division. The first Dakota was
introduced in late as a model. From its introduction through , it was marketed under the Dodge
brand. The Dakota is the first mid-size pickup with an optional V8 engine. The Dodge Dakota
was developed by Chrysler as a mid-sized pickup. To keep investment low, many components
were shared with existing Chrysler products and the manufacturing plant was shared with the
full-sized Dodge D and W Models. The N-body platform was the result of operational efforts by
Harold K. Sperlich, who was in charge of Chrysler's product planning in the early s, in which
Japanese-inspired compact pickups of the time lacked the size and features necessary to meet
the demands of American buyers. In the lates, Chrysler was still recovering from its
near-bankruptcy and resources were in short supply. Sperlich challenged the N-Body team to
search for all opportunities to reuse existing components to create the Dakota. The resulting
highly investment-efficient program enabled Chrysler to create an all-new market segment at
low cost. The first generation of the Dakota was produced from through for the to model years.
It was slightly updated for the model year. Inline-four and V6 engines were offered along with
either a five-speed manual or three-speed automatic transmission. Four-wheel drive was
available only with the V6. Both 6. Fuel injection was added to the 3. The Dakota was the first
pickup truck with rack and pinion steering 2WD only, and early years were available without
power steering. In , EFI was added to the V6. Power windows and locks were now optional. The
sport package was added as a mid-year release. Exterior colors came in black, bright white, and
graphic red. Available in both 2WD and 4x4, the sport included:. For , the Dakota convertible
was introduced. It featured a fixed roll bar and a simple manual top. Another addition that year
was Carroll Shelby 's V8 -powered Shelby Dakota , his first rear-wheel drive vehicle in two
decades. An extended "club cab" model was added for , still with two doors. This model allowed
the Dakota to offer six-passengers, though the rear seat was best suited for cargo, children, and
shorter adults. By the end of , the standard square sealed-beam glass headlamps were phased
out for the aerodynamic-style molded plastic headlamps attached to the grill components. It
was equipped with halogen lights, making the only model year for a unique front-end for the
Dakota. Also debuting on models were six-bolt wheels replacing the earlier five-bolt wheels.
This was the last year for the Dakota convertible. To fulfill the Dodge division's commitment to
the American Sunroof Company which was responsible for the modifications to these trucks ,
production of the convertible version was extended into the model year. A total of eight were
built in total. Unlike the previous years, colors and options varied more than before. This
version was not advertised and did not appear in sales literature. The engines now had
multiport electronic fuel injection EFI with Chrysler's Power-train control module PCM by
Chrysler was partially responsible for the improved performance. The model year had a few
minor changes, with the most notable being the addition of a standard driver's-side airbag,
located in a new, two-spoke design steering wheel also found in the Ram. Other changes
included the discontinuation of the "SE" and "LE" trims. In following with the all-new Ram
full-sized pickups, the top-end trim was renamed to "SLT", with these models along with select
others including new chrome finished, styled six-bolt steel wheels styled similar to the five-bolt
type found on the larger Ram. Other changes included revisions to color and overall trim
options. SRS airbags were also added for A CD player became optional, as did a combination
cassette player and CD player unit. Leather seats were also available on LE models. New alloy
wheels were available. For the final model year of the first-generation, the base K-based 2. For ,
it was replaced by the 2. This was the only major change for , and the AMC 2. Two special
editions of the first were constructed with step-side beds. Both were constructed by L.
Industries of Edwardsburg, Michigan. The step-side beds were constructed out of fiberglass
and galvanneal. It featured the step-side bed and dual vertical exhaust stacks behind the cab
that were non-functional. The Dakota Warrior was made to resemble the Warlock trucks of the
late s. Warriors included the bed as the Dakota Express, but lacked the vertical exhaust stacks.
Production numbers for the Expresses and Warriors was low, in the hundreds. The Dakota S
was the base trim level. This model was not typically seen as a club cab model, and also was
not available with a V8 engine option like the other Dakota models were. The sport was the
mid-range trim level. Later, it also added chrome-clad steel wheels, as well as a color-keyed
front fascia and front grille, and sport decals that adorned the doors and pickup bed sides of the
Dakota. V6 and V8 engines were available on the sport model. The sport convertible was the
only convertible Dakota available and only until the early s, when it was discontinued. The V6
engine and two-door regular cab was the only available configuration of the sport convertible.
The second-generation Dakota began development in , with an exterior design proposal by
Dennis Myles under design director John R. Starr being approved in mid and frozen for
production in January , 30 months ahead of Job 1. The model year Dakota was unveiled via

press release in the summer of and built from July through July It inherited the semi truck look
of the larger Ram, but remained largely the same underneath although steering was updated on
4 wheel drive models to rack and pinion as a part of the re-design. Some of the last models
made in came with the new stampede lower body cladding package and a chromed version of
the original cast 17x9 aluminum wheels at no extra charge. Also in , the Dakota R1 was released
for production in Brazil through the efforts of a small team known as Truck Special Programs
and featured a base four-cylinder engine and offered a 2. Altogether, 28 roll-in-chassis R1
configurations were designed for the Brazil market to be built at the Curitiba assembly facility
as CKDs. This program was canceled when Chrysler was purchased by Daimler. Gone for was
the 8-foot bed on the regular cab, but new for this year was the Quad Cab. Four-door Quad Cab
models had a slightly shorter bed, The Quad Cab featured a full-sized flip-up rear seat to
provide room for three passengers in the back or much dry, interior room for cargo. The aging
5. A revision of the interior was made for the models, including a completely redesigned dash,
door panels, and revised seats. Other minor trim revisions were made, including redesigned
aluminum wheels on various models. All vehicles also got new radio options. The model was
the final year for the four-cylinder engine in the Dakota, as Chrysler ended production of the
former AMC design. Most buyers ordered the V6 or V8 engines, which were considerably more
powerful and, in the case of the V6, which was made standard for , nearly as fuel-efficient with a
manual transmission. Also, an automatic transmission was not available with the four-cylinder.
SIRIUS Satellite Radio was also now available as an option, and revised radios with new wiring
harnesses could accommodate this new feature. A CD changer radio was also available,
eliminating the need for a separately mounted unit located elsewhere inside the truck. The
drivers could load up to six discs into the unit at a time, and could switch out the discs at any
time, something they could not do with the old unit. Radio Data System became standard
equipment on some radios. In , the cassette deck option was discontinued, and a CD player
became standard equipment on all models. This generation was also assembled and sold in
Brazil from to The ST served as the base model of the Dakota. It also included, and was only
available with, the 3. The ST was also not offered as a four-door Quad Cab model. The Sport
served as the "step-up" Dakota model. It was available with all engines except for the
high-performance 5. The SXT , introduced for model year , served as the "mid-range" Dakota
model. The SLT was the "top-line" Dakota model from late It added the following features to the
SXT model to model years or the Sport model to model years : power windows and door locks
Sport only with keyless entry, a premium interior Sport only , and premium-styled alloy or
chrome-clad wheels. It was available with all available engines on the Dakota. The redesigned
Dakota still shared its platform with the new Dodge Durango SUV which is now even more
similar to the Ram platform. This model is 3. This new generation model also reverted to five-lug
wheels from the prior generation's six-lug wheels due to cost and assembly time-saving
measures. A V6 and two V8 engines were available: The standard engine is a 3. The 3. The
standard-output 4. The high-output 4. Both the 3. For , that option was deleted on the V8
models. In addition to a refresh of the styling, this generation was not offered in a regular cab
model. Only the club cab and quad cab configurations were available. The package was
available on both two- and four-wheel drive models. The facelifted third-generation Dakota was
unveiled at the Chicago Auto Show. Its new 4. The standard engine remained the 3. Production
began in August As of , the Dakota was considered a part of the Ram lineup. However, the
"Dodge" emblem still existed on the tailgate, and the truck was interchangeably referred to as a
Ram Dakota or Dodge Dakota. Its Mitsubishi Raider sibling was discontinued in Throughout its
production run, the to Dodge Dakota was available in three basic models:. The ST served as the
base Dakota model. The SLT served as the "mid-level" Dakota model. It added the following
features to the base ST model: sixteen-inch sport-styled alloy wheels, cloth seating surfaces,
and power windows and door locks with keyless entry. The SLT was available with any engine
offering on the Dakota. A Big Horn all states other than Texas , or Lonestar Texas Only Package
was also available for the SLT model, which included "value-added" features, as was an SXT
Package that added a color-keyed front grille, color-keyed front and rear bumpers as well as
sport cloth seating surfaces. The third-generation Dakota was discontinued in , with the last unit
coming off the assembly line on August 23, , ending the truck's year run. From Wikipedia, the
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