2005 dodge caravan overheating

If your Dodge Caravan overheats, Dodge recommends that you reduce speed and pull over as
soon as possible. If the temperature gauge does not quickly return to the normal range, turn the
engine off and have your Caravan towed and serviced. The No. Check your coolant when the
engine is cool, and top it off as needed. If your coolant is low, check all cooling system
components for leaks, including the heater core hot-water lines, and repair them as necessary.
Sometimes, after adding coolant during a maintenance or service, an air bubble can become
trapped within the cooling system, causing an air lock to form that prevents the coolant from
circulating and carrying off waste heat properly. You can evacuate the air from the system using
the Dodge Coolant Refiller, part No. Top off the coolant in the reservoir after evacuating the air.
Various mechanical failures can cause your engine to overheat. A failed radiator cap will
prevent the system from developing the pressure necessary to raise the boiling point of the
coolant, leading to coolant loss through the reservoir. Loss of circulation due to a bad
thermostat, degraded radiator hoses, damaged or clogged radiator or a loose water pump drive
belt can also lead to overheating. Sometimes the air movement needed to effectively carry off
heat from the radiator is insufficient. This can be caused by debris, such as bugs and leaves,
clogging the cooling fins of the radiator, or a failure of your cooling fan. The electric cooling
fans can fall prey to failures in the fan motor, bad temperature sensors, blown fuses and bad
connections. The Caravan is equipped with two cooling fans in an integrated unit, and neither
are sufficient to cool the engine by itself, so if one of the fan motors goes bad then both fans
must be replaced. The 2. Neither engine has a history of recalls, TSB's or persistent customer
complaints pertaining to overheating, so there seems to be no inherent cooling problems with
these engines. But when any engine severely overheats, oil viscosity breaks down and the
machined parts in the engine can expand and become larger than their bores. The valves can
stick in the guides, preventing the springs from retracting them and allowing the valves to
contact the pistons, damaging both components. As the pistons swell, they will begin to gall, or
transfer material from the piston onto the cylinder wall. This material can then destroy your
rings and further damage the piston as it reciprocates in the cylinder. If allowed to reach high
enough temperatures, or if cooled too quickly, the head can expand and crack, rendering it
useless. Be sure to attend to any cooling issues in a prompt manner to avoid the engine-killing
effects of overheating. Avoid using propylene-glycol coolant, and never mix coolant types or
colors. The total cooling system capacity is His articles appear on InternetAutoGuide. What
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View Forum Leaders. Thread Tools. So, lately it's been getting colder in the mornings around
here. Cold enough that you'd have to turn on the defog to melt the frost off the windshield. Even
when the van has been running long enough to have warmed up, the defog is still pushing out
cold air. Eventually it switches over to warm air but seems like an inordinately long time. This
morning, same thing however once the van got up to temperature it never did start pushing hot
air. Then all of a sudden the temperature gauge starts heading towards the "H" pretty fast. I kind
of started to panic a bit and for some reason turned off the defog, which was still pushing cold
air. All of a sudden the temp gauge went back to where it normally sits. I ended up driving to
work with no heat. Wow, that wasn't fun. Worked a full day. Now it's nice and toasty out. I
figured I could just get home without needing any heat and figure this out or post on here or
whatever. Didn't turn on the heat. Couple of minutes after driving home, the temp gauge starts
heading towards "H" again. It usually sits just slightly below half. Then all of a sudden it goes
back to normal and I am able to get home. Does this sound like a sticky thermometer that needs
replacing? That's about as far as my barely passing grade 9 auto shop has gotten me on this
one. Any further information required, please ask. I can't afford to be without this thing for long
as it's my painter mobile. View Public Profile. Find all posts by wildbill When was the last time
you checked the coolant level, it can happen that an engine low on coolant can not register
accurate temperature and as well there may not be enough coolant to fill the heater core
correctly. The rapid rise or erratic temp readings make me think of that first. Be sure the system
is full without air in it. Find all posts by Tijoe. When you run the defroster, the air conditioner
runs to dry up the fog. As far as overheating, could be the thermostat but the fact that it
suddenly drops tells you it is working although maybe sticking. I would check the coolant level
first before changing the thermostat. Also, if your car ever does start overheating, best thing to
do is turn on the heat full blast. Find all posts by toolmon. Received 11 Votes on 8 Posts.

Another vote for coolant level check. Find all posts by 2granddaughters. Thanks guys. Didn't
get a chance to look at this until now. Will check the coolant level. Haven't been under the hood
in a while, so maybe it's a good time to check every thing under there. Received 64 Votes on 53
Posts. Received 6 Votes on 6 Posts. If you must replace the thermostat, and it isn't rocket
science, be sure to get a good name brand, or at least make sure it is USA made. Cheap me
bought one for my Cummins and after a water pump replacement drove it about 4 miles and got
the overheat check gauges thingy. Come to find out thermostats have "weep" holes in them to
allow water from the engine to weep into the cooling system, even if the thermostat is closed, to
equalize the volume of coolant in each. I pulled mine and it didn't have it, so it was keeping all
the hot coolant in the engine and not purging, or burping to the radiator. New one fixed that.
Visit chandler's homepage! Find all posts by chandler. So, you guys were right. I checked the
rad fluid reservoir jug. Was well below the minimum level, and in fact I couldn't even see
anything in the jug below that. Drove to local hardware store, took about 10 minutes.
Temperature gauge didn't change one bit from cold. Didn't think that looked good. Drove for a
couple of minutes and the temp gauge came up, but again started approaching hot. Then it
quickly dropped down to the normal range. Pulled over and checked the reservoir level again
and it was down about an inch from the max level. Drove around town for about 45 minutes and
the temp gauge stayed right where it usually sits without problems. Turned on the defog several
times to check and it was nice and hot air blowing. Just got home and checked the reservoir
level again. It was still around an inch below max level didn't appear to have moved since before
driving for 45 minutes , so I dumped the rest of the gallon jug in which brought it up to the max
level. I've picked up another gallon just to have in the van in case. Not sure if rad fluid is
something that has to circulate for a while before the level in the reservoir gives you a true
indication of whether it's full or not. Any thoughts on this? Pretty sure at this point that I have a
leak of some sort though. I'll put some cardboard on the ground under the engine area to see if
any drips show up. I'll also keep an eye on the temp gauge to see if the temperature swings
continue. Your pour should have been directly into the radiator. When you get low on water,
there sometimes is not enough to circulate to the heater core, thus no heat to the windshield.
Once it has cooled down, check your reservoir. It will probably be depleted again. Pour liquid
into the radiator and fill the reservoir to it's mid stage to allow for expansion and contraction of
the liquid in the radiator. Thanks Chandler. So, I'll let it cool down for an hour or so and check
the reservoir. When I pour into the radiator, fill it right to the top? Yep, fill the radiator full, but
the reservoir to it's limit line, which is sometimes halfway. And while you have the radiator cap
off throw it away and replace it. Received 1 Vote on 1 Post. If your thermo dont have a weep
hole force it open and put an aspirn in it to hold it open. When you can fill the block thru the
thermo hole. Find all posts by retired wrench. Wow, just found out it's my water pump leaking.
Apparently it's common on these. Just my luck. In one month, my wife's car has multiple
problems, the loaner she got from her brother almost kills her and costs several hundred to get
repaired so we can take it back to him, our oven goes, my stereo system gets fried by lightning,
dog gets allergies and costs hundreds for vet bill. Now this. I must have been a very bad person
in a previous life. I'll get a new rad cap when I get it back and will always in the future fill the rad
through the thermostat hole. I think you misunderstood,,, when you drain a system to change a
thermo,, fill it thru the thermo hole as much as possible before putting the thermo in. This will
eliminate a lot of air. When you top off a cooling system you do it at the rad when possible.
Adding fluid to the res. Ah, thank you sir for the clarification. Car heater blowing cold air. Got in
the car to go to work this morning, coldest morning so far, of course, de When the car is sitting
still, either warming up or in traffic, the heat blows c Heat gauge. When i bought this vehicle
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shower door loose at top. No Trucks. Car won't start or shift in gear. Sfults21 on Sep 25, I have a
Chevy trailblazer. When I turn the key nothing happens the power windows don't work the radio
don't come on only the headlights an even with the key in the ignition it will not shift into
neutral. Anyone that can help please thank you. ActionClaw on Sep 25, I've been generally
unable to locate any information about how to test an ignitor; only replace them. Some say "The
ignition module can only be tested using specialized test equipment. When cranking, I expected
to find, either.. Instead, I had a steady dim glow that got bright a split second before cranking

stopped. Not one thing or the other, I don't know how to interpret this. Any leads, input,
suggestions are all appreciated. Thank you. Ask a Question. Question Title:. Your question will
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