2004 impala serpentine belt

Last Updated: September 6, References. This article was co-authored by our trained team of
editors and researchers who validated it for accuracy and comprehensiveness. There are 13
references cited in this article, which can be found at the bottom of the page. This article has
been viewed 69, times. Learn more The serpentine belt in most modern vehicles transfers power
from the crank pulley to the various accessories mounted on the engine. A worn or damaged
serpentine belt can fail to adequately transfer the power, leaving your alternator, power
steering, and air conditioning failing to function. If your serpentine belt needs to be replaced, it
can be done using only common hand tools. To replace a serpentine belt, start by locating the
old belt at the front or side of your engine bay. Then, use a wrench to relieve the auto tensioner
so you can pull the belt off of the pulley system. If your vehicle doesn't have an auto tensioner,
look for an alternator bracket and loosen the bolts in it instead. Next, get a new serpentine belt
with the same width and number of ribs as the old one, and route it through the pulley system.
Finally, apply tension to the new belt by tightening the auto tensioner or alternator bracket. To
learn how to tell if an old serpentine belt needs to be replaced, scroll down! Did this summary
help you? Yes No. We've been helping billions of people around the world continue to learn,
adapt, grow, and thrive for over a decade. Every dollar contributed enables us to keep providing
high-quality how-to help to people like you. Please consider supporting our work with a
contribution to wikiHow. Log in Social login does not work in incognito and private browsers.
Please log in with your username or email to continue. No account yet? Create an account. Edit
this Article. We use cookies to make wikiHow great. By using our site, you agree to our cookie
policy. Cookie Settings. Learn why people trust wikiHow. Download Article Explore this Article
parts. Related Articles. Article Summary. Part 1 of Pull the hood release inside the cabin of the
vehicle. To access the serpentine belt, you will need to open the hood of the vehicle. The hood
release can usually be found near the door on the driver's side of the vehicle. If you are having
difficulty locating the hood release or safety latch, refer to your owner's manual for guidance.
Disconnect the battery. You should always disconnect your battery before starting an
automotive project. Use the appropriate sized wrench or socket to loosen the nut holding the
black ground cable on the negative terminal of the battery. You will not need to disconnect the
positive terminal. Locate the serpentine belt. Depending on the engine in your vehicle, the
serpentine belt may be located at the front of the engine bay, or it may be along one side. There
may be engine covers in the way, so be prepared to remove them if need be. If you cannot find
your serpentine belt, refer to the service manual for your specific vehicle. Look for signs of
damage or wear on the belt. Once you have located the serpentine belt, inspect it visually for
signs of damage. If the belt is frayed, coming apart, or has marks that indicate that it has been
rubbing on something, it will need to be replaced. It is usually easy to determine if a belt needs
to be replaced, as they tend to crack or lose chunks when they are overworn. If there are signs
of the belt rubbing on something, make sure to identify and repair whatever it was rubbing on to
avoid damaging the new belt. Find the serpentine belt routing diagram. Many cars come with a
sticker in the engine bay that shows exactly how the serpentine belt is supposed to be routed
through the various pulleys on the engine. If your vehicle does not have a sticker, you will need
to find another way to remember how the belt should be run. You can also take a picture of the
existing belt with your cell phone to use as a guide when installing the new one. Part 2 of
Determine if there is a belt tensioner pulley. Depending on the application, your serpentine belt
will either have tension placed on it using a movable bracket or an auto tensioner pulley. This
pulley uses an internal spring to apply consistent pressure to the belt at all times. Refer to your
vehicle's service manual to confirm what type of tensioner your vehicle uses if you aren't sure.
Use a wrench to relieve the auto tensioner. Auto tensioners have either a hole that will fit a half
inch drive ratchet, or a bolt you can use a socket to apply pressure to. Insert the wrench or
place the socket over the bolt on the tensioner and twist it away from the belt to relieve the
tension on it. Be sure to use the right size socket to avoid stripping the bolt head on the
tensioner. Loosen the bolts in the alternator bracket. If your vehicle uses the alternator bracket
to apply tension to the belt, loosen the two bolts that pass through the long eyelets on the
bracket. As you loosen the bolts, the tension on the belt will likely move the alternator toward
the engine and relieve the pressure. Pull the belt off of the pulleys. With the tension relieved
from the belt, pull it off of the pulley that has been placing tension on it, then remove it from the
around the rest of the pulleys on the engine. Part 3 of Compare the new belt to the old one. Look
at the new belt in comparison to the old one to be sure they are the same width and have the
same number of ribs going across the belt horizontally. The old belt may be slightly longer than
the new one due to stretching. Make sure the new belt doesn't show any signs of damage from
the factory or it may tear after you install it. Route the belt through the pulleys. Run the new belt
through the pulleys in exactly the same way the old one was. Refer to the belt diagram in your
vehicle's owner's manual or the picture you took of the belt before removing it to guide you. If

the belt is loose after routing it, it is either the wrong size belt or you've routed it incorrectly.
Apply pressure on the auto tensioner and put the belt over it. Use the same wrench to loosen
the auto tensioner pulley, then pull the belt over it. Once the belt is in place, release the
pressure on the tensioner so it holds the belt in place. Increase the tension on the belt. If your
vehicle does not have an auto tensioner, insert a pry bar or piece of wood between the
alternator and the engine. Run the belt over the alternator pulley, then use the bar to pry the
alternator away from the engine and increase the tension on the belt. Tighten the bolts again as
you apply tension. Be careful not to pry against anything plastic in your engine bay to avoid
breaking anything. It's impossible to say without knowing the year, make, or model of your
vehicle. You should be able to do a search online to find some tips on replacing parts for your
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can be installed in the Chevy Impala. These lights come standard in this make and model. No,
you will have to order one from your local Chevy dealer. A Chevy Impala can easily be
purchased from a Carmax dealership, a place where both new and old vehicles are sold at fair,
reasonable prices to maintain the integrity of salesmanship. It is integrated into the hazard
switch on the dashboard. The bottom of the transmission is the reservoir. Yes, the Chevy
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Does a Chevy Impala SS have a governor chip? How many miles per gallon does a Chevy
impala get? Does impala have rca jacks? What is the fuel tank capacity of a Chevy Impala?
What is the capacity of the gas tank for a Chevy Impala? How do you put on a serpitene belt on
a Chevy Express van? Asked By Wiki User. How many feet are in seven minutes? What is the
difference between margin and margin? Is Stanley tucci Jewish? What letter in the Alphabet is
always waiting in order? Is making glass from sand a chemical change? What is black and white
and blue all over? Hottest Questions How did chickenpox get its name? When did organ music
become associated with baseball? Asked By Curt Eichmann. How can you cut an onion without
crying? Asked By Leland Grant. Why don't libraries smell like bookstores? Asked By Veronica
Wilkinson. How long will the footprints on the moon last? Asked By Daija Kreiger. Do animals

name each other? Asked By Danika Abbott. Who is the longest reigning WWE Champion of all
time? Asked By Consuelo Hauck. What was the first TV dinner? Asked By Roslyn Walter.
Previously Viewed How is a serpentine belt changed on a Chevy Impala? Unanswered
Questions Is Daniel Winston of dancing on ice married? How will you prepare laboratory
procedure to verify the validity of the hypothesis example? What values can we get in the folk
dance tiklos? How did Jose rizals parents raise their children? What online sites don't ask for
cvv? What religion is Wilmer Valderrama? Moral lesson of tale of pilandok story? What are the
advantages and disadvantages of on premise catering? All Rights Reserved. The material on
this site can not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, cached or otherwise used, except with
prior written permission of Multiply. For more information go to In , the Beatles' 65 album was at
its peak as a top-seller. It was also the year when the fourth-generation Chevrolet Impala sold
more than one million units in the United States alone. It competed against the then-famous
Ford Galaxie and Plymouth Fury, along with other full-sized models. The said model sports a
full-width perimeter frame, a redesigned body with curved, frameless side glass, and many
more. Incredibly, this world record of the best-selling automobile in the US still stands today.
Known as the most expensive passenger model by Chevrolet during the 60s, the Impala was
named after a medium-sized southern African antelope. Nestled in savannas and woodlands,
there are about two million existing species of impalas in Africa. This is twice the number of the
Chevrolet Impala units sold in United States alone in Want to know what made the Chevy Impala
stand out from other models? The first generation Impalas had three taillights on each side,
whereas other models only had two, although it was this year when dual headlamps were
popular. This six-taillight design was a first for Chevy, and it became one of the early Impala's
trademarks. However, the year after, the second generation Impala sported a huge,
teardrop-shaped taillight on each side. The Chevy Impala became a collectors' favorite because
of its body style. It jived with the long and low-styled vehicles that were popular during that
time. Its chrome details and aluminum rear taillight panel made it look stunning and classy at
the same time. Not only that, it was powered by a potent V8 engine-what more can you ask for?
The Chevy Impala was featured by American hip-hop artist Dr. Dre in his song "Let Me Ride. The
song was the third and final single from his debut album entitled "The Chronic. Right-hand drive
Chevy Impalas were manufactured in Canada and were sold to other countries outside the
United States. These vehicles utilized the features of the Pontiac dashboard. As the reigning
title-holder of the most number of units sold in United States back in , there are, of course,
numerous expectations for the Chevy Impala. This full-sized sedan is widely used as police cars
in several countries due to its compact size and powerful engine. However, the Chevy Impala,
just like any other vehicle, also has flaws and issues that cannot all be avoided, especially
during the production process. Here are some of the common problems you might experience
with this best-selling car:. Numerous complaints pertaining to a fracture in the lower front
control arms of Chevy Impala police cars led General Motor to recall over 38, units in United
States and Canada. This recall only includes the Chevy Impala police cars manufactured from to
The lower front control arms are responsible in supporting the wheels. When one of these
control arms gets fractured, it could result in loss of control, which could inevitably lead to a
crash. A good indicator of this problem is a loud squealing sound from the tires whenever the
car is driven in low speed. Another problem with the police car-version of the Chevy Impala is
related to its steering. A rack and pinion failure was pin-pointed by drivers as a common
problem with their Impalas. Some of the complaints involved the locking of the steering
whenever the vehicle is driven in high speed. Since police cars are often driven with urgency,
their steering assembly components are more prone to wear and tear than those that are used
only as ordinary cars. General Motors, however, didn't issue a recall to fix this problem. A recall
was issued in for the Chevy Impalas with the model year to This is due to the defective front
safety belt webbing that could put the lives of the passengers at risk. The defect is said to
violate the Federal Motor Vehicle Safety standard no. The Chevrolet Impala is a full-size sedan
manufactured by General Motors. It provides customers an efficient ride with its comfortable
interiors and excellent driving performance. One of the best interior features of your Chevrolet
Impala is the availability of heated and ventilated seats for added comfort. Despite the
remarkable performance of your Chevrolet Impala, its smooth and reliable running condition will
not last a lifetime. Just like any machine, it can eventually deteriorate and later on, become
outdated. With that said, it is important that as early as now, you take some preventive
measures to keep it in top shape. Listed below are some useful preventive maintenance
procedures that you need to do to keep your vehicle at peak road performance. Many metal
parts of your car such as the door hinges, door locks, windows, hood latch and trunk latch need
lubrication in order to function smoothly. Lubrication is important to prevent premature
corrosion and freezing up of your car's working parts. You don't want to be constantly annoyed

every time the door of your car is locked up or the hood of your car doesn't pop. Squeaky
windows can also be a big problem, so proper and regular lubrication of these parts is
necessary. Use the recommended spray or lubricants as referred to you by your mechanic. You
must also refer to your owner's manual to guide you about the details of your scheduled
services. You should never neglect the importance of including in your maintenance routine the
inspection of your car's chassis nuts and bolts. The chassis nuts and bolts are as important as
any other parts of your engine. Without the proper tightening of these parts, some mechanical
troubles may arise. Any loose bolts can slow down your engine's performance and can affect
your driving experience. Inspect every nuts and bolts such as the exhaust system mounting
bolts, the pipes, mufflers and rear carrier. The purpose of a fuel filter is to filter dirt, dust and
rust particles that are entering the fuel system. It is normally built into cartridges containing a
filter paper. You can locate it by simply following the fuel supply line. It is connected to the gas
tank and the fuel rail that feeds the fuel injectors. Accumulated dirt trapped in your fuel system
can result in a damaged fuel injector. A damaged fuel injector can cause a poor gas mileage and
can possibly shut your engine down. To avoid this kind of problem, inspection of your fuel filter
is necessary. As soon as you noticed a damaged fuel filter, you need to replace it immediately.
The recommended fuel filter change interval is once every 10, miles or once a year, whichever
comes first. Being stuck in a middle of nowhere with a damaged car is a very depressing
scenario especially if you are in a rush. In order to prevent this from happening, you need to
maintain your sedan regularly. So, be responsible and take good care of your car. As one of the
most successful automobile manufacturers in the world, Chevrolet has been able to produce
various vehicles that helped shape the industry. One such model, which was introduced in , is
considered by many people as one of the most iconic vehicles in historyâ€”the Impala. With its
longer rear deck and shorter greenhouse, the Impala was considered to be structurally different
from most Chevrolets during that time. Thus, it was placed by Chevrolet under the Bel Air line
as luxury coupes and convertibles. The noteworthy three headlights and dual headlamps also
debuted this year. Engine-wise, the Bel Air Impala was powered by either a cubic-inch engine or
a big-block cubic-inch engine. The Impala was revamped in making it look more like the other
"B" full-size hardtop coupes under GM. It featured a wrap-around rear window and a bigger "C"
pillar. Nonetheless, this revamped version became very popular, and a hit song was even
dedicated to it. Aside from the new look, the Impala was also sold with a then-new radio. In ,
Chevrolet decided to redesign the Impalas once again to eliminate the vented windows they
installed before. These windows, though they were excellent ventilation systems, cause too
much wind noise. What's more, removing the vented windows saved Chevrolet much money
and was a step in the installation of air conditioning systems that were slowly becoming
popular at that time. The Chevrolet Impala underwent some major changes during this period to
further increase its sales. Two of the most notable changes during this year were the
introduction of the catalytic converters and the High Energy Ignition HEI. In order to meet the
demands of car owners, Chevrolet decided to downsize the Impala in As a result, the vehicle
became shorter and narrower. Nonetheless, the rear-seat legroom and headroom were
increased to accommodate more passengers. Unfortunately, though it was a popular fleet
vehicle, the Impala was discontinued in In , as a replacement for the Lumina line, the Impala was
resurrected. It was sold in two versions: base and LS. The LS version came with a 3. On the
other hand, the base model was equipped with steel wheels, cloth seats, and a 3. All of these
trims are powered by a 3. The other features of the current Impala that are either optional or
standard are auto-dimming rearview mirrors, heated bucket seats, and perforated leather seats.
As the reigning title-holder of the most number of units sold in the United States back in , there
are, of course, numerous expectations for the Chevy Impala. Numerous complaints pertaining
to a fracture in the lower front control arms of Chevy Impala police cars led General Motor to
recall over 38, units in the United States and Canada. The lower front control arms are
responsible for supporting the wheels. A good indicator of this problem is a loud squealing
sound from the tires whenever the car is driven at low speed. Many metal parts of your car such
as the door hinges, door locks, windows, hood latch, and trunk latch need lubrication in order
to function smoothly. Inspect every hardware, such as the exhaust system mounting bolts, the
pipes, mufflers, and rear carrier. The purpose of a fuel filter is to filter dirt, dust, and rust that
are entering the fuel system. To avoid this kind of problem, an inspection of your fuel filter is
necessary. Being stuck in the middle of nowhere with a damaged car is a very depressing
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