2003 pt cruiser starter

The starter on the Chrysler PT Cruiser is at the front of the engine, in the center of the car, close
to the transmission. When it starts to fail, you'll hear a rapid clicking sound coming from it when
you try to start the car. In a case like this you'll need to install a new starter but you want to be
careful about what you actually buy as a replacement. A starter that has been rebuilt may have
had only the part that failed replaced to make it operational, while a re-manufactured starter or
even a new one will be comprised of all new parts. Disconnect the negative battery terminal
from the car using a wrench to loosen the nut. Remove the air cleaner box cover by unclipping
it and pulling it off. The air cleaner box is a black box. Remove the engine structural collar using
a socket and ratchet to remove the 5 bolts. Mark the electrical wires on the starter using the
marker and masking tape. Disconnect the wires using a wrench to remove the nuts. Unplug the
wiring harness from the solenoid. Remove the bolts from the starter motor using a ratchet and
socket. Pull the starter motor away from the engine and up out of the car. Put the new starter in
place and tighten the bolts with the socket and ratchet. Reconnect the electrical wires to the
starter and tighten the nuts with the wrench. Plug the wiring harness back into the solenoid. Put
the engine structural collar back into place and tighten the five bolts using the socket and
ratchet. Put the air cleaner cover back on the car and clip it into place. Reconnect the negative
battery terminal and tighten the nut with the wrench. Start the car and test the installation. John
Rose has been writing professionally since Now contributing to various online publications, he
specializes in auto repair, home maintenance and similar topics. Rose studied English at
Frostburg State University. Step 1 Disconnect the negative battery terminal from the car using a
wrench to loosen the nut. Step 2 Remove the air cleaner box cover by unclipping it and pulling it
off. Step 3 Mark the electrical wires on the starter using the marker and masking tape. Step 4
Remove the bolts from the starter motor using a ratchet and socket. Step 5 Put the new starter
in place and tighten the bolts with the socket and ratchet. Tips Consider replacing the solenoid
when you install a new starter since this process is a bit involved and you may not want to go
through it again. Take care that you disconnect the battery terminal as instructed or you will put
yourself at risk for electric shock. Reelin68 answered 6 years ago. How old is your battery? You
may want to open up the covers and see if you have a dry cell. If battery becomes weak, it will
not have enough power to engage the starter. If it's a maint. Also, check your battery
connections for corrosion. Sometimes a good cleaning is all it takes. Have you replaced your
starter relay? Should be located under the hood. Will it start if you place the shifter to N?
GuruBN7RC answered 2 years ago. Jeep answered 10 months ago. My PT Cruiser would not
start the other day. It made the dreaded click sound, indicative of a bad starter. Went to the auto
store and bought a replacement starter. Took apart enough of the engine to get to the starter
and found the upper bolt was only finger tight. Tightened up the bolt and, voila, the car was
back in service! Returned the replacement starter and had a wonderful day! Key wont come out
of the ignition and the battery died the key came out charged the battery all the lights come on
but car wont start. Battery has been checked and is fine. Can Not jump start the car. Earlier in
the week started the car and drove a short distance had to stop engine to use key to open
hatchback, then it wouldn't sta I only have one gray key to my PT. We have tried to disconnect
the battery, locking and I have a different car. Content submitted by Users is not endorsed by
CarGurus, does not express the opinions of CarGurus, and should not be considered reviewed,
screened, or approved by CarGurus. Please refer to CarGurus Terms of Use. Content will be
removed if CarGurus becomes aware that it violates our policies. Having starter problems
replaced less than 3 mths ago and have same problem key turns on but won't start all lights
come on what next? Report Follow. Mark helpful. Your Answer:. Upload Photo Photo optional.
Related Questions. Start a new Chrysler PT Cruiser question. Sell Your Car Yourself With a
simple, secure transaction. Get Started. CarGurus Experts. Know more, shop wisely Search.
Related Models For Sale. Used Cars For Sale. There are many different issues that can cause
the problem. This article is written with the assumption that you are looking for a way to get
your Chrysler PT Cruiser started now, and is meant to provide you with practical advice to help
aid in the diagnosis. There are really two main ways that a vehicle will not start. Just use the
jump list below to move to your particular situation. But, there are less things to troubleshoot
than if it were cranking but will not start. Here are some of the most common issues that cause
a vehicle to not crank:. While the battery cables are not necessarily the most likely issue to
cause your PT Cruiser to not start, they are some of the easiest to diagnose. You can take a
look at the battery poles where the cables connect. If there appears to be green or white
corrosion all around it, cleaning them may help get you back on the road. If your battery no
longer has enough charge to turn the starter, your PT Cruiser will not start. You can take your
battery up to the local parts store, or even Wal-Mart, and have it tested to see if it is still holding
a charge. A bad alternator can cause your battery to lose enough charge to start your PT
Cruiser. When a starter goes bad, they will usually not give you much warning first. Also, if you

are stuck somewhere and are trying to start your PT Cruiser, the old beat the starter with a
hammer trick is not a wives tale. It really can get that one last start out of it. There are a lot of
issues that can cause your PT Cruiser to crank, but not start. The engine needs air, fuel, and a
spark in order to run. It is highly likely that if the engine is cranking, but not starting that it has
thrown an OBDII code. It is definitely worth it to use an OBDII scanner to check and see if the
engine has thrown any trouble codes. These codes will tell you what the computer is saying is
wrong with your engine. By looking them up on this site, or just Googling them in general will
lead you to a detailed diagnosis of that code. Without the proper amount of fuel getting into the
combustion chamber, the PT Cruiser will crank, but not start. One of the biggest issues that
causes a vehicle to crank but not start is ignition issues. When there is no spark, the engine will
not start. Ignition issues can be caused by many things, including bad spark plugs , bad coil
packs, bad plug wires, computer issues, and more. The crankshaft sensor can go bad as well.
When these sensors go bad, it can be impossible for your PT Cruiser to start. Most modern
vehicles come with smart keys that have electronic protection built in. This makes it more
challenging for thieves to steal them. There are occasions where this security system will cause
the PT Cruiser to not start. There are a lot of issues that can cause your PT Cruiser to not start.
There are many reasons that your PT Cruiser may not start. Tracking them down can be
downright challenging. With enough time and patience, you can diagnose exactly what is
wrong. Good luck with the diagnosis. If there is anything that you would like to add, please
leave a comment below. Thank you. Battery Cables While the battery cables are not necessarily
the most likely issue to cause your PT Cruiser to not start, they are some of the easiest to
diagnose. Battery Charge If your battery no longer has enough charge to turn the starter, your
PT Cruiser will not start. Otherwise, it may be the starter that you need to look at. Ignition Issues
One of the biggest issues that causes a vehicle to crank but not start is ignition issues. Security
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through the starter relay, and to the starter solenoid. Bad Starter Solenoid Symptoms Although
you may have heard of a starter solenoid, you might not know what the part actually does.
Basically, the starter solenoid is an electromechanical device that engages the starter motor.
Most starter solenoids are mounted directly on top of the starter. The Starting System Because
batteries emit hydrogen gas while charging, the battery case cannot be completely sealed.
Years ago there was a vent cap for each cell and we had to replenish the cells when the
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