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While the new look may appeal to some, the vehicle has unfortunately also inherited many of
the same problems as the Neon. I am an ASE certified master mechanic. Never seen this
problem until now. Basically the fog lights, brake warning light, dome lights run all the time due
to powertrain control module failure. I feel misused.. I just want them to fix it and continue fixing
it till i can fel safe driving down the rd in there vehicles My PT Cruiser was skipping really bad
with only 2 cylinders firing. So I tracked it down to the PCM. If you have a for-profit service,
contact us. Most Common Solutions: replacement 4 reports. Find something helpful? Spread
the word. Share on Facebook Retweet this page Email this page. Helpful websites No one has
added a helpful site for this PT Cruiser problem yet. Be the first! Find a good Chrysler mechanic
Read reviews of repair shops in your area. Enter your zip code: A free service from CarTalk.
Send Comment Add Complaint. Search CarComplaints. Not what you are looking for? Search
for something else:. An assortment of computers are required on modern cars to make the
different automotive systems work together. On occasion a computer may have to be replaced.
The TCM, which controls transmission functions in relation to throttle demand and engine load,
is one of those computers. The TCM on a Chrysler is pretty simple to replace and can restore
normal operation to the vehicle. Put your car's emergency brake on. Raise the front of the car
with the hydraulic floor jack. Place jack stands under the chassis on each side of the car. Slowly
lower the car onto the jack stands and make sure they are secure. Open the hood. Remove the
negative battery terminal with a wrench and lay it aside. Wait for at least five minutes to let the
airbag circuit de-energize before proceeding. Remove the left front hubcap with a prybar.
Unscrew the lug nuts holding the tire to the hub with a tire iron. Pull the wheel off and lay aside.
Unscrew the machine screws holding the black plastic splash guard to the inner fender with a
screwdriver. Some plastic push retainers may be present. Remove these by gently prying them
out with a flatblade screwdriver. Pull the black plastic splash guard back to gain access to the
TCM. It is the small rectangular box with a way connector plug attached to the frame rail.
Examine the way connector that links the computer with the rest of the car. A colored connector
retainer that looks like a plastic pin keeps the plug release from accidentally coming off.
Remove it with the screwdriver. This gives access to the plug release mechanism for removing
the plug. Press and hold the release and gently wiggle the plug side to side to remove. Unscrew
the three mounting screws holding the TCM to the frame rail, using a wrench, and remove it
from the vehicle. Install the new TCM by screwing it back into place on the frame rail. Make sure
the plug ends of the way connector are clean. Reinsert the way connector making sure that it is
started squarely in the socket. Reinstall the plug retainer. Lay the splash guard in place and
secure it with the plastic retainers and screws. Install the wheel, lug nuts and hubcap. Raise the
vehicle, remove the jack stands, and lower the car to the ground. His first article related a
memorable experience about panning for gold with his father. It was published by "Gold
Prospector Magazine" the following year. An associate degree in heavy equipment repair from
Ferris State College helps him write numerous technical articles for trade magazines and
webzines like YTtractors. Step 1 Put your car's emergency brake on. Step 2 Remove the left
front hubcap with a prybar. Step 3 Examine the way connector that links the computer with the
rest of the car. Step 4 Unscrew the three mounting screws holding the TCM to the frame rail,
using a wrench, and remove it from the vehicle. Step 5 Install the new TCM by screwing it back
into place on the frame rail. References TCM location on a Chrysler. Use a small flat blade
screwdriver to assist in pulling the plastic retainers from the splash guard. Disconnecting the

battery is essential when working on automotive electronics. Accidental grounding of wires can
set off airbags or ruin computers in an instant and without warning. Residual charges are
present in some circuits even after you disconnect the battery. Allow a minimum of five minutes
for these circuits to disarm before proceeding to work on the vehicle. Skip to main content.
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