2000 ford focus wont start

The most recently reported issues are listed below. Please also check out the statistics and
reliability analysis of the Ford Focus based on all problems reported for the Focus. With key in
the ignition the key will not turn, thus the car will not start. We had to walk a mile home last
night because the car wouldn't start. We have discovered it will be to to have a locksmith look at
the problem and upwards of for the dealership. It's the week before christmas and we are poor
and can not afford to replace a possible defect. The contact owns a Ford Focus. The contact
stated that the engine would not start when the ignition was turned. In addition, the steering
column locked. He struck the key with a hammer until the engine was able to start. The vehicle
was not taken to the dealer for diagnostic testing. Through research, the contact found
numerous complaints regarding the same issue. The failure has occurred almost daily ever
since the vehicle was purchased. The current and failure mileages were 98, Ignition on my Ford
Focus has locked up; apparently this is a widespread problem that almost every Focus owner
has. The key cannot be turned, so the car will not start, leaving me stranded wherever my car
happens to be. Since I drive back and forth to school several times a year a 4 hour drive this
leaves the potential to be stranded in backcountry indiana at all hours of the night, with no way
to start my car and no one I know nearby to pick me up. I will be replacing the ignition cylinder
to correct this problem. However, since all Ford Focus ignition cylinders are defective and have
this same problem, it is very likely to happen again, and instead of being stranded at a friend's
apartment, I might be stranded much farther from home. Key would not turn in the ignition. Car
would not start. I had to be towed and had to have it fixed. Tow charge. After looking on the
internet, it is apparent that this is a wide spread problem with this year, make and model and
Ford is ignoring this and letting their customers pay for an obvious manufacturer defect. There
were two instances over the past 3 years where my car wouldn't start initially and it took 15
minutes to finally be able to turn the key. I stopped at a gas station to fill up my car which is a
Ford Focus zx3. I had may 7 year old daughter with me and when we went to leave my ignition
locked up. After an hour I had to call someone to come get my daughter as it was 9pm and she
had school in the morning. I had someone else come by to see if they could fix it but that was to
no avail. Finally after about 3 hours total I had to call a for a tow back to my house as the
steering wheel was locked up and I could not even roll the car out of the way because I couldn't
turn the wheel to get around the gas pumps. I searched online to see about a recall due to this
cars history and to my amazement I found web forum after web forum of complaints about this
issue. All you have to do is search the web for "Ford Focus ignition lock" and you'll see what I
mean. This is definitely an issue and can be potentially very dangerous. Being stuck and unable
to put your car in neutral and move it to the left or right and out of the way, being stuck in
extreme weather conditions. Possibly with a child or even just being stuck for hours at a time. I
read on instance were a women wasn't able to get towed for 6 hours and read another example
of a man who had rented a Focus only to have it lock up while at a rest area on the highway.
Some people have had to pay to have it replaced 3 times or more. Please look into this and try
to do something about it. It has been a serious issue. He stated the key would only tunr three
quarters of the way when inserted into the ignition. In addition, he has sometime he has to shift
the vehicle into neutral to turn the igniting. As a result, the vehicle would not start immediately.
The failure and current mileages were 94, The first time I couldn't get the key into the ignition.
Then after 30 minutes I got it to go in. Then when I parked, I couldn't get the key out. So I drove
home. This had never happened before. Even though no one was harmed by this defect on my
Ford Focus with 51, miles on it, I was very inconvenient for me. What if I had been traveling
alone at night away from the city and locksmiths and my car wouldn't start because the key
wouldn't turn or go in? I would be stranded. That to me is a safety issue. A quick search online
shows that there are thousands of Focus owners who have had this same problem and Ford
has done nothing about it. There should be a recall. When key is inserted in ignition switch it
fails to turn and car will not start. Both keys were tried, but the vehicle could not be started. The
service dealer was contacted, but the manufacturer was not. Ignition cylinder completely locked
up without any indication that a problem was imminent. Vehicle could not be started. Had to be
towed to dealer for repair. After researching, have found this appears to be a common problem
in the Focus. Could be a safety issue if car is needed in an emergency, or leaves you stranded.
Stopped car, Ford Focus, to enter gas station. Came out and car would not start. Ignition was
locked up. Key would not turn. Blocking other cars. Had to call tow truck and tow to auto repair
facility. This is the second time in two years that the ignition cylinder on the Ford Focus has
frozen up and not allowed key to turn, costing much money both times. Tow driver said that this
happens to numerous Focus cars in the course of his business. Put key into ignition but key
will not move at all and vehicle will not start. I bought a Ford Focus used in February On
December 11, my ignition cylinder would not turn for the first time. The next day I had to be
towed home because the car wouldn't start. Key starts to get stuck in ignition no warning

ignition locks and car will not start. This seems to be a national problem with the make, model
and year of this car and should be recalled. The contact owns a Ford Focus station wagon. The
contact stated while attempting to start vehicle the key would not turn to start the vehicle. It was
as if the computer was not reading the key. The consumer contacted aaa, and they stated that
this happened frequently with this type of vehicle. The consumer contacted the dealership this
morning ,and they were going to inspect the vehicle to determine the cause of the problem. The
manufacturer stated this was not a safety defect in the vehicle and would not issue a recall. My
wife had to drop off something at a friend's place out in the country. They would not be home
for a couple days. She got out of the car, delivered the items, and got back in the car to start it
up and come back home. We were all waiting for her to get home so we could leave for a
camping trip. The key went into the ignition, but the key would not turn, car would not start - the
same problem described here many times. She went to a neighbor's to call me, finally found
someone that could bring her home and get me there to see what I could do we only have one
car. I could do nothing. In the morning I am going to see what I can do. This sucks because my
family is all packed and ready to go camping - now this. This morning when leaving for work
consumer put key in ignition and ignition would not turning over and the engine would not start.
The consumer tried to move steering wheel back and forth as this has worked twice before
when this occurred. However, the steering wheel locked up along with the ignition. Consumer
had to have vehicle towed to a local dealership. The dealer informed consumer that the entire
ignition would have to be replaced, and offered no explanation as to why this occurred. Vehicle
is currently at dealership awaiting repairs. The vehicle had to be towed into the Ford dealership
July 2nd, The vehicle will not start due to the ignition. The service mechanic said Ford was well
aware of the problem. Have a Ford, Focus se. Occasionally the cars ignition will lock up.
Sometimes the ignition will turn and gauges, radio will work, but car will not start. It will not
make any sounds, just does not start. Having difficulty even turning ignition switch. Been in
shop several times, but dealer could not find any problems until when the ignition tumbler
needed to be replaced. Never have seen this before on a year old car. Not covered under any
warranty. This failure very often has left me and my 3 year old sitting in the car in extreme
temperatures unable to start vehicle. Vehicle experienced an ignition problem. Vehicle will not
start due to defective ignition cylinder. Consumer placed the key inside of the ignition and
vehicle failed to start. Consumer had the vehicle towed to dealer, and mechanic determined that
the ignition switch needed to be replaced. The vehicle ignition failed twice. Upon starting the
vehicle it failed to start. The keys wouldn't turn in the ignition, and the steering wheel locked up.
A lock smith informed the consumer that this was a common problem with these vehicle, and
was caused by the ignition chip freezing up. He refused to replace the ignition because of past
experiences. After the ignition was replaced the parts failed again because of the same failure.
Many problems, the radio started shorting out almost immediately. I have to replace my tires at
least once a year 10, miles. I think I was ripped off last month I took a road trip and whenever I
would climb steep inclines the car sputtered and eventually died. There was no indication of my
car overheating. After about 5 minutes or so the car would start and continue to sputter up the
hill. This made it extremely unsafe for me and my family resulting in a near collision with a
truck. I also noticed that the cables looked burned. The car started after we jumped it, but died
after removing the cables. I have spent more money on this car than any other car I have ever
owned. My last car was a Ford escort, I still have it, it is 10 years old and has well over miles on
it with no problems. I have 9 payments left on my Focus and will be selling it after that. Last
Friday my Ford Focus would not start. I had to force the key into the ignition. When the key
finally went into the ignition it would not turn at all. This was the second time I had this problem.
The first time I was able to get the key to work after awhile. They asked me if I was able to get
the car into neutral. Until now I had not check this. To my surprise the car would not budge out
of park. It was then towed to my mechanic. On Monday, the mechanic found out that my ignition
switch was bad. Ford are set up so that to remove the ignition you must turn to key a quarter of
a turn. Since my key would not budge they had to drill out my ignition. Since the new part came
from Ford my mechanic said this may happen again. After this I did an internet search and
found that many people with my make and model of car are having this problem. I even spoke
with the dealership where I purchased the car. The mechanic there told me he has fixed several
and was surprised it had not been recalled yet. Ignition problem. Tried to start car with key but
will not start. At first, the key would not go in but finally got key in but car didn't start. My key
was damaged alittle from the ignition. Since mechanics are on strike in st. Louis, maybe hard to
get fixed. Called suntrup Ford and they said not covered and not recalled so I would have to pay
the cost to fix. Ignition cylinder jammed and car cannot be started. Cylinder must be replaced
and tumblers removed to prevent repeat of situation in the future. Consumer placed key inside
of the ignition switch and key would not insert properly inside the switch, and vehicle failed to

start. Consumer had the vehicle towed to the dealer for inspection, and mechanic stated that
this warranty expired. I have a Ford Focus. It has a recurring problem where the ignition
cylinder locks up and the car cannot not be started, requiring towing to the nearest Ford dealer.
The ignition cylinder has had to be replaced June , Feb , March , and now for the forth time in
June This is a serious and costly problem. If one were to stall in traffic on the highway, and then
could not start, the car will be locked in park and would be dangerous. Upon picking up the car
this time, after putting in the key, the key got stuck and I pulled out the whole cylinder and key
together. I was told I am not using my key properly! Ford know they have a problem with Focus
ignitions and will not address or recognize it. In addition, the dealer is tired of dealing with this
problem. Vehicle will not start when the ignition switch is turned. Vehicle had to be towed to
dealer due to malfunction of the ignition switch. In March , my Ford Focus lx had the steering
wheel lock up and the ignition lock up so that I could not turn the key or start my car. It had to
be towed to the dealership and they ended up having to drill out the ignition lock cylinder,
rebuild it, and replace broken steering column parts. Now yesterday, may 23, , the same thing
occurred - steering wheel locked, key would not turn, car would not start. I had to tow it again to
the same dealership, and get the parts replaced again. While placing the key inside of the
steering wheel vehicle did not start. Consumer had the vehicle towed to the dealer for
inspection, and mechanic determined that the ignition switch needed to be replaced. There were
no events leading up to this - the car just will not start. Ford refuses to cover or lower any costs,
despite the fact that this is a known problem happening to numerous Focus owners. I had a
Volkswagen golf for 11 years before I sold it to buy a Focus. I won't make that mistake again.
Also, the fuel pump psuedo recall is another great rip off. I received a notice about possible
faulty fuel pump in the Focus. My car is less than 4 years old and has 16, miles on it. Too many
recalls to even remember. Great product, customer service, Ford!. Car Problems. Car Will Not
Start problem 1. Car Will Not Start problem 2. Car Will Not Start problem 3. Car Will Not Start
problem 4. Car Will Not Start problem 5. Car Will Not Start problem 6. Car Will Not Start problem
7. Car Will Not Start problem 8. Car Will Not Start problem 9. Car Will Not Start problem Other
Electrical System related problems of the Ford Focus. Ignition Switch problems Ignition Switch
problems. Ignition problems. Electrical System problems. Battery Cable problems. Wiring
problems. Ignition Module problems. Battery problems. Underhood Wiring problems. Dash
Wiring problems. Fuses And Circuit Breaker problems. A no-start problem in your vehicle may
be caused by one or more systems in your car. It could be as simple as a loose battery
connection or as complicated as an engine mechanical problem. There are a few most-common
causes you might encounter in a no-start problem with your vehicle. Touch the negative and
positive battery posts with the black and red voltmeter leads respectively. You should get close
to If not, recharge the battery or replace it. Make sure the battery posts and terminals are clean.
If necessary, clean the posts and terminals with a 1 tbsp. Remove the two vent caps from the
top of the battery using a screwdriver. Check that the acid level is right at the bottom of the fill
rings. Add battery acid or distilled water as necessary. Replace the vent caps. Make sure the
pinion gear on the starter is engaging and turning over the engine. If the starter pinion is
engaging and turning the engine, go to Step 4. If not, go to Step 2. Turn the flywheel using a
flywheel turner. If the flywheel turns without difficulty, you might have a problem in the starter
system. If the flywheel is difficult to turn or does not turn at all, you have a mechanical problem
and should have an auto technician inspect the vehicle if necessary. Check all the starting
system wiring from the battery to the starter solenoid and the starter. Make sure the
connections are tight. Fix as necessary. Locate the Schrader valve on the fuel manifold rail. The
valve is similar to an air valve on a bicycle tire and is close to the first fuel injector on the inlet
fuel line. Cover the valve with a shop rag and depress the stem inside the valve with a small
screwdriver. Use the rag to catch the squirt of fuel. If there is fuel in the fuel line, go to the next
step. If there is no fuel, you might have a restricted fuel filter, fuel line or a bad fuel pump.
Change the fuel filter if necessary or have the fuel system checked by an auto technician. Have
a helper crank the engine as you watch the nod light. If the nod light does not flash, there is a
problem in the circuit and needs further testing by an auto technician. If the nod light flashes,
the circuit is working properly. Hook the other end of the spark tester to a good ground on the
engine block. A bolt or bracket on the engine will provide a good ground. Have a helper crank
the engine. You should see a bright, blue spark jumping the gap in the spark tester. If not, you
have a problem in the ignition system: Either a bad spark plug wires, distributor, ignition coil or
ignition module. Have the ignition system checked by an auto technician if necessary. Remove
the spark plugs one by one using a ratchet, ratchet extension and spark plug socket. Check the
plug gap with a wire feeler gauge. Compare the gap with the specification on your car owner's
manual and reset it if necessary. Since Dan Ferrell has contributed general and
consumer-oriented news to television and the Web. His work has appeared in Texas, New

Mexico and Miami and on various websites. Step 1 Turn on your voltmeter. Set the meter to the
20V range. Step 2 Touch the negative and positive battery posts with the black and red
voltmeter leads respectively. Step 3 Make sure the battery posts and terminals are clean. Step 1
Make sure the pinion gear on the starter is engaging and turning over the engine. Step 2
Remove the starter. Step 3 Turn the flywheel using a flywheel turner. Check for Fuel Step 1
Locate the Schrader valve on the fuel manifold rail. Step 2 Cover the valve with a shop rag and
depress the stem inside the valve with a small screwdriver. Step 3 Re-install the fuel injector
and unplug the injector electrical connector. Step 4 Plug a nod light on the injector electrical
connector. Check the Spark Step 1 Disconnect one of the spark plug wires. Step 2 Connect a
spark tester to the spark plug wire. Step 3 Hook the other end of the spark tester to a good
ground on the engine block. Step 4 Have a helper crank the engine. After that it's a roll of the
dice. It starts when it is cool under 50 , but the problem is much in hot weather. It started all
winter. This problem reared it's head last fall, and now that it's summer, it is back. The only
noise I hear when I turn the key is the noise of the fuel pump. No clicks from the solenoid or the
click click click that you hear when you have a bad battery. Occasionally, I have been able to
jump start it, but only from my truck. Other vehicles just don't seem to be able to, and I have
tried. When I can't get it to start, the only answer is to leave it to sit several hours over night and
it will start when I come back to it. I have had the alternator, battery, and starter all tested at the
local auto parts store and the only thing they noted was a "delay" when starting. I have two
possible theories. First is the plunger on the solenoid mounted on the top of the starter is
gunked up or has a broken spring. When it's cool, the plunger can slide, but when warm, a
contaminant prevents the plunger from moving and starting. A cooler spring has more strength,
so that is where the spring may be the problem. The other theory is that the bendix expands
when warm and binds up the starter. Given that I don't even get the clicks, I am betting on the
solenoid. The starter is nested under the intake manifold between the engine block and the fire
wall, so it is almost impossible to access. I have spent several hours and removed 2 of the 3
bolts and can't get the lower one. I can get a socket on it, but I can't get any swing. I also can't
get to the wires to remove the connections. If I ever do get this thing loose, I already know it will
be a bear to snake the starter out from it's location, and another issue to reinstall it. I have a ZX3
and it sometimes won't start. It comes and goes. Key turns all the idiot lights do their thing, I
hear the fuel pump coming on and the relay is clicking to send voltage to the starter. I have
swapped it as well. I think it might have something to do with the security system as it does not
recognize the key.. I have tried both and nothing I just have to wait it out. Any suggestions. Now
that I replaced the ignition switch and the lock cylinder the damn car wont start. I have no idea
what to do now. I have tried everything i can think of This car is a ford focus and it has so many
recalls and one that should be and it the ignition that should be replaced, this will be my second
time i have had to replace it and it still doesnt seem to help , i heard this keeps going on til your
out of money, i need to sell this to someone that doesnt care about being stuck in the
boondock, without a chance of getting a ride. Car would start without phoblem and run
smoothly. After a short trip to the market, you would find that it would not start. It would take
several hours of down time before it would start again. The ignition system lights do go on, you
could hear the fuel pump running but there is no engagement of the starter. I changed the
starter relay and this has not helped. Finally, after one of the incidents, I took it into Ford so that
they could find the problem The car spent almost four working days in the shop and could not
duplicate the problem. Found out that this has no relationship to the panel light problem that is
also a pain in the ass. All told the car is great -- but I guess this is beginning to sour my feeling
on Ford cars. My wife went to the movies. She came out and discovered that she couldn't turn
the key in the ignition. She jiggled the key for a half an hour and then called a friend to pick her
up. I drove out to the car and tried to get it to start for almost an hour. Now I have to pay a tow
truck to take it to the dealer. This is ridiculous. Never had any issue like this with any other car
in my life! No noise coming from starter - and intermittently it will start. Battery issue? This
problem, we thought was an isolated problem until we called out a locksmith which in turn
made the comment to us "I can't tell you how many of these I have changed out"! First off just a
couple months ago we had to replace the starter in an engine with less than 60, on it! I put the
key in the ignition cylinder turn it back the engine starts but when I release the key it dies!!!! I
cannot begin to count the times this has happend to me and no one knows whats wrong with
the car My family has bought nothing but Fords, and I have never had a problem like this where
the dealership continously ignores and or denies the saftey issues of this! I was stranded at the
grocery store today because of this car with three kids for an hour! Ford refuses to help us and
I've taken it to more than one mechanic and the stupid thing starts and runs like a dream for
them so there left just as clueless as we are! I am never buying another Ford seeing as to how
their customer service is apparently no longer exhistant. Alright this makes the thrid complaitn

about the infamous Ford Focus SE The motor in the car had only 40, miles on it when
purchased. I drove the car back and forth to work on a highway till May when suddenly the car
does not start Well guess what, a few months later we have a new problem which I also reported
on this web site Ford has been no help at all I ask about recalls they always give the run around
as in oh the man that handles that isn't here now call back later, obviously this man is either
non existent or Ford doesn't want to fess up to their mistakes! In my honest opinion Focus
should be taken off the road they are not safe cars I understand there's regular wear and tear
but come on people!!! Lets get realistic here the car cost me 3, and it isn't worth fixing. I think if
one more thing goes wrong Im going to start a bon fire with it and go buy a Toyota. When I turn
the key, the ignition system doesn't seem to be even connected to the engine-- zero response,
no matter what I try. The first time, I let it sit awhile and it settled itself out. Three times this has
happened, and now nothing works On vacation in a rural area my engine would have trouble
starting. So I used an old golf club to make the arc until I could get it fixed at a more reasonable
price. It still was a chunk of change even with a huge discount the family-friend mechanic gave
me. You can't change the alternator on your own, you have to take out the whole engine
practically to get to it. Bad designing. Going back to foreign made cars. Alright, and so There is
much moisture in the air. It is my belief that the combination effected the engine No lights, no
sound. Like many other complaints the problem is resolved by letting it sit I've taken it to a
reputable mechanic who says he can't find the problem unless the engine light is on sending
the signal identifying the problem. Today, i'm picking up my car from the mechanic who is
unable to find the source. I'll let you know if it works My Ford Focus was purchased used in
This car was the model car for six years and truly I have had no trouble. However, two weeks
ago, my key wouldn't turn the ignition. This problem was fixed and it turned out that I needed a
new cylinder. This was not an electrical or a battery problem. I knew this to be true because my
lights and radio were working. This incident happened again in the parking lot of my job. Auto
mechanics have troubleshooted this problem to a problem tumbler.
ford fiesta 2012 owners manual
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Several mechanics and locksmiths have told me that the Ford Focus has a design flaw in the
steering column. The next problem, I am buying a new car. Every time it rains or gets cold out
my door locks lock themselves or when you hit the door lock button once on your keys the horn
beeps doesn't do this when it is hot out or normal weather If you have a for-profit service,
contact us. Most Common Solutions: not sure 14 reports replace ignition switch 9 reports
replace starter 2 reports replace alternator 1 reports replaced the starter 1 reports. Find
something helpful? Spread the word. Share on Facebook Retweet this page Email this page.
Helpful websites No one has added a helpful site for this Focus problem yet. Be the first! Find a
good Ford mechanic Read reviews of repair shops in your area. Enter your zip code: A free
service from CarTalk. Send Comment Add Complaint. Search CarComplaints. We have a friend
that recently bought a Not what you are looking for? Search for something else:.

