1998 honda civic timing marks

The Honda car distributor is driven by the end camshaft on the back side of the cylinder head.
Over time the timing belt that connects the crankshaft and the camshaft will stretch and cause
minor changes in the ignition timing that can rob the engine of power and fuel mileage. Set the
timing in this car when performing a tune up to compensate for these small changes in ignition
timing and restore lost power and fuel economy. How to Set the Timing on a Honda Civic 1.
Start the engine and allow it to warm up until the operating temperature is reached on the gauge
in the instrument cluster. Turn the engine off. Locate the blue timing adjustment connector
under the passenger's side of the dash. There are two blue connectors. The one for the timing
adjustment is the two-pin connector. Insert a jumper wire into the connector to connect the two
terminals. Attach the timing light's power cords to the battery terminals. Clip the magnetic
pick-up from the timing light to the number one spark plug wire. Start the engine and check the
timing by shining the light at the crankshaft pulley. The red notch in the pulley should line up
with the pointer on the front of the timing cover above the pulley. This will set the timing at 18
degrees before top dead center. Loosen the three mm nuts that attach the distributor to the
cylinder head. Rotate the distributor until the timing marks line up. Tighten the distributor nuts.
Turn off the engine and remove the jumper wire from the timing connector. Test drive the Honda
to verify that it runs properly. How to Set the Timing on a Honda Accord. Start the engine and
warm it up until the cooling fans come on to indicate it has reached operating temperature.
Setting the timing before the engine has reached operating temperature will result in an error
caused by the higher idle speed that the engine runs at when it is cold. Attach the timing light
power cables to the battery located in the front of the engine compartment on the passenger
side of the Honda Accord. Clip the timing light's spark plug wire pickup around the spark plug
wire closest to the driver side of the engine. Short the timing connector min the Honda's engine
compartment by pushing the ends of an unfolded paper clip into the two terminals in the
connector. The timing connector in the Honda Accord is located on the main wiring harness
that runs along the driver side of the engine compartment and is identified as a two wire
connector with a yellow cover over it. Start engine. Wait for the cooling fans to stop running and
aim the timing light at the timing pointer on the plastic timing cover on the front of the engine.
Observe timing timing marks on the crankshaft pulley located below the timing pointer. Loosen
two 12mm nuts that secure the distributor to the passenger side of the cylinder head. On the
Honda Accord, 18 degrees is the middle mark painted red of the three marks on the crankshaft
pulley. The 18 degree mark should be centered in the timing pointer. Turn off engine and
remove the paper clip from the timing connector and unclip the timing light from the battery and
spark plug wire. Test drive the Honda to verify the engine runs properly. How to Set the Timing
on a '92 Honda Accord. Start the engine and allow it to run until normal operating temperature is
reached on the temperature gauge. Turn off the engine. Locate the timing connector under the
passenger side of the dash, behind the glove box. This is a small, blue, two-wire connector
positioned next to the larger blue diagnostic test connector. Jumper the two wires in the
connector together using the short piece of wire. Locate the timing marks on the front of the
engine, on the driver side of the engine compartment in the Accord. A pointer is located on the
timing cover, just above the crankshaft pulley, and there is a set of marks filed into the edge of
the crankshaft pulley. The mark we are concerned with is the red 15 degree BTDC mark. Loosen
the three mm distributor hold-down bolts, that attach the distributor to the engine, slightly so
that the distributor will turn with some effort. Attach the timing light battery clips to the battery.
Attach the red clip to the positive battery terminal and the black clip to the negative terminal.
Attach the number one cylinder pick-up on the test light to the number one spark plug wire. The
number plug wire is the one closest to the timing cover. Aim the timing light at the timing marks
and pull the trigger. Turn the distributor slowly, while watching the timing marks, until the
pointer on the timing cover lines up with the red degree mark on the crank pulley. Tighten the
distributor hold down bolts and recheck the timing to verify it didn't move when the distributor
was tightened. Turn off the engine, disconnect the timing light and timing connector jumper
wire. Test drive to verify the engine performs properly. Park your Accord where there's ample
space to work on the engine. Power on the engine, but turn off all accessories, including the air
conditioning, heater and radio. Exit the car and chock the wheels. Put the transmission in
neutral and apply the emergency brake. Return to the passenger cabin and bring the engine to
an idle speed of about rpm. Turn the fast idle speed mode of your engine on by turning on the
idle speed control located by your engine. Attach the timing light to the battery by placing the
red clip on the positive terminal first and the black clip on the negative terminal second. Attach
the timing light clamps to the No. Shine the timing light on the pulley connected to the main
crankshaft. Check the timing mark on the pulley and compare it to the degree tab on the front of
your engine to see what the current ignition timing is. It it reads 15 degrees before top dead
center, you can end the project. If not, proceed to the next step. Use your wrench to loosen the

distributor lock-down bolt located at the base of the distributor housing, then disconnect the
distributor vacuum hose from the distributor housing. Be careful not to disconnect any other
vacuum hoses. Plug the distributor vacuum hose into the electronic spark computer. Use your
hand to rotate the distributor until the timing mark on the pulley falls to the ignition time you
desire. Do not deviate too far from 15 degrees or you will risk damaging your engine. Unplug the
distributor vacuum hose from the electronic spark computer and reconnect it into the
distributor housing. Tighten the lock-down bolt with your wrench and turn off the idle speed
control. Remove the timing light components from the engine, close the hood, and put your
transmission in park. Remove the wheel chocks. Items you will need Timing light Small jumper
wire mm wrench. Items you will need Timing light Paper clip 12mm wrench. Items you will need
Timing light mm wrench Short piece of wire. Items you will need Timing light Wrench Wheel
Chocks. The Honda Civic EX featured a 1. Both engines have an ignition timing of 18 degrees
before top dead center BTDC. You should routinely adjust the ignition timing of your engine to
keep up with your car's maintenance. The ignition timing controls when the spark occurs in the
internal combustion engine. You should adjust the ignition timing with caution to not damage
any parts of your engine. Jump to: navigation , search. Put your transmission in drive and
engage the emergency brake. Bring the engine to an idle speed of rpm. Connect the timing light
or tachometer to your Civic's battery, No. Check where the timing mark on the pulley falls
compared to the standard 18 degrees it should be. You don't have to adjust the ignition timing if
it already reads 18 degrees. Loosen the distributor lockdown bolt with your wrench. The
lockdown bolt should be located by the base of the distributor housing. Disconnect and plug
the distributor vacuum hose into the distributor housing. Rotate the distributor with your hand
until the timing mark drifts into 18 degrees BTDC. Tighten the distributor lockdown bolt with
your wrench once you have set the timing to 18 degrees BTDC. Unplug and connect the
distributor vacuum hose. Remove the timing light or tachometer. Navigation menu Personal
tools Create account Log in. Namespaces Page Discussion. Views Read Edit View history. This
page was last modified on 20 September , at Here is my problem, I checked timing belt on my
car times. The timing is correct. I checked it because before when I did the ignition timing with
my timing gun. It would line up with the red mark; where there is 3 lines and the the white TDC
marks on the pully. What can be the problem beside the timing which is correct and been
checked 5 times. How if I double checked it 5 times. Every thing lines up. Camshaft pully is right
on the marks. Also the crankshaft. There is a slot on the crankshaft. A woodruff key holds the
big pulley harmonic balancer at its correct position on the crankshaft. Did you install the big
pulley and its key correctly, aligned with that slot? When you turned the crankshaft when the
belt was newly installed, did you turn it counterclockwise only, and tighten the tensioner pulley
after the correct number of counterclockwise turns, first making sure the TDC mark on the big
pulley and on the camshaft pulley were still aligned? The camshaft pulley has a couple small
marks degrees apart, that are supposed to match up with the top edge of the block. What do
you mean after turning the pully? I was supposed to move the engine countweclockwise after
the belt was installed? I just put the new belt, checked the marks and they both lines up. Cam
and crank. This how I put the timing. After I checked both with the belt on then I tighten the belt
tensioner. Line up the Top Dead Center, white line to the pointer. I really appreciate your helps
guys. I really need it I been trying fix my car for a while now. I already token the belt off like 5
times. I really appreciate your help. If they still look ok, and the belt tension seems correct, it
must be a problem with the ignition timing. Like the distributor or the crank position sensor.
Valve timing: The timing between the crankshaft and the camshaft, which is calibrated at the
time the timing belt is installed. Ignition timing: The timing between the ignition system the
spark and the crankshaft, on your car apparently calibrated by rotating the distributor. I mean
the car runs good, beside that
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it idle very low at a stop. Checked all throttle sensor and iacv. Even Bought another throttle
body and still has the problem. Slow idle rpm can be associated with the ignition timing too far
retarded. Suggest to focus on fixing the ignition timing problem. I lift up the car, put the car in
top dead center by rotating the engine to the right only? Which is counterclockwise. Which is
the white line on the pully. And take off the valve cover and camshaft cover to check if the valve
timing is correct. Plus put wire to connector near the computer. Which I did, also put the timing
gun to 12 degrees correct? The timing belt is installed incorrectly. If you have even an ounce of
doubt, hire an expert. Edit: Have you checked to make sure the spark plugs are connected in the
right order? Or you did not use the correct timing marks. So what do you suggest I do? Those

problems are that the car has. Did you follow these steps when adjusted the ignition timing? So
just to make sure I do this right.

