1997 ford escort zx2

Sharing its name with the third-generation European Ford Escort , the model line is the first
front-wheel drive Ford developed and sold in North America. Overcoming the tarnished
reputation for quality and safety established by the fuel tank defect of the Pinto, the Escort
became highly successful in the American marketplace. After , the model line became the
best-selling car in the United States, a position it held during most of the s. The replacement of
the Pinto by the Escort was the first Ford model line to adapt front-wheel drive. The Escort was
produced across three generations. Introduced for , the second generation became a near-twin
of the Mazda-designed Ford Laser a model line sold in Asia and Oceania ; sharing a platform
and powertrain with the Mazda , the Escort grew into the compact car segment. The second
generation was also sold as the Mercury Tracer. For , the third generation was an extensive
redesign of the second-generation platform Escort sedan, introducing the ZX2 coupe; Mercury
continued to sell the Tracer sedan and wagon. For the model year, the Ford Focus succeeded
the Escort as the compact model line as a new-generation "world car"; after the model year, the
Escort shifted primarily to fleet sales, ending production after the model year. The first North
American Escort went on sale on October 3, , for the model year, along with its corporate twin,
the Mercury Lynx. The Escort was available with an "SS" package that included blacked-out
trim, a special stripe and decal package, upgraded brakes, and wider tires. The car was
freshened in , and added Ford's blue oval logo for the first time along with a new grille. In March
an HO high output version of the engine was added, originally only in the EXP and with an
automatic transmission, but soon thereafter available with a manual and also in the sporting
Escort GT which had replaced the SS. In addition to the HO engine, the GT featured cosmetic
changes such as "GT" emblems and stripes, while under the shell there were uprated brakes
and a close-ratio four-speed gearbox. For , the GLX model was dropped and replaced with a
fuel-injected LX model, available as a five-door hatchback or wagon, with a GT engine, blackout
trim, and styled cast aluminum wheels. The interior received a new dashboard, and new rubber
shift boots for manual models; automatic models received new gear selector levers with
straight lines for gear selection instead of the twisting "? Although the basic silhouette was the
same, it was almost completely different from the European version, apart from the Ford CVH
engine. There was a 1. It also came with a five-speed transmission, TRX handling package, front
and rear spoilers, metric-sized alloy wheels and fog lights. Also beginning with the model year,
the Ford EXP received the option of the turbocharged 1. GT models featured high output
engines with revised intake manifolds, cylinder heads and real headers available only with
manual transmissions. The Lynx was retired for , but was replaced by the Mazda -derived
"Tracer" model. This Mazda platform was revamped in and debuted as the Mazda Protege. The
Escort saw another minor facelift in mid, which smoothed out the front and rear fascias.
Three-door hatchback models had curving windowlines along the sides towards the rear of the
cars. The engine was also updated with a slightly revised camshaft and roller lifters. The new
design is commonly referred to as the " Finding some popularity during the final three years of
this generation was the Pony model, which was the least-expensive U. Pony models used
plainer interior trim with greater use of vinyl and plastic instead of cloth, and four-speed manual
transaxles were standard, although buyers could opt for the five-speed found in LX models or
the three-speed ATX automatic. The Mercury Lynx is the Escort's twin. Although the Escort was
now essentially a twin of the Laser instead of the European Escort, it kept the Escort name in
North America due to strong brand equity as well as Chrysler already using the Laser name on
the Plymouth equivalent of the Mitsubishi Eclipse. The prior Escort used localized engines and
shared some elements of design with the European model. The Escort for the s, however, was
almost identical to the Ford Laser and its derivatives, with minor differences in appearance and
base engine. While the Laser featured identical powertrains to the Mazda Familia , the Escort
carried over the 1. Much of the external styling mimicked the first generation Ford Taurus. This
generation of the Escort was one of the first Ford automobiles to feature, on the 1. It also
featured a new electronically controlled four-speed automatic transmission, as well as an
independent rear suspension, both at the time relatively uncommon in cars in this class. The
Mazda-based model sold sluggishly in America at first, since only hatchback models were
offered upon its launch, but became popular later by , after the sedan was introduced, available
in either LX or LX-E trim levels. For the â€” model years, Ford offered the Escort on a "one
price" basis, with the same price for a three- or five-door hatchback, a sedan or a wagon when
equipped with the most popular options three-doors quickly added alloy wheels to the "one
price" specification. The Pony departed in , replaced by the "standard" trim level. The LX and
standard or Pony were equipped with the 1. The Pony or later standard was the base trim level,
lacking most features like power steering or a radio. The LX was the upscale trim level, and a
sport package could be added to make it look like a GT. Subtle differences can be noticed in all
three Escort models sedan, hatchback and wagon from to In , the grill oval hall around the

"Ford" emblem became a little larger in order to allow more air to enter under the hood to cool
the engine. A driver's airbag was introduced in as well, and by , both driver and passenger
airbags were standard with the redesigned dash for the model year. The restyle dropped the
hatchbacks and added a new sporty coupe for the model year. The ZX2 was a much lower-slung
and rakish car than both the Escort sedan and wagon, aimed squarely at the youth market as a
replacement for the Escort GT although lacking the its rear disc brake setup and was built
exclusively at Ford's Hermosillo, Sonora , Mexico, assembly plant. The interior was refreshed
for , and the model was retired after It had a completely redesigned dashboard, and included a
panel that unified the heat and radio controls, similar to that of the third generation Ford Taurus.
The Escort ZX2 coupe featured the 2. Intended for use as the base engine in the larger European
Ford Mondeo and its American cousins, the Ford Contour and Mercury Mystique , the Zetec
gave the ZX2 respectable performance, running 0â€”60 mph in 7. There are subtle differences in
the Escort sedan from to For , the reverse lights were moved into the same piece as the tail
lamps; they were previously below the tail lamp on the body. It was offered in The Escort was
offered in a "sport" package as well. The Mercury Tracer's version was called the "Trio" or
"Sport" depending on the year. A basketweave type of wheel was put on the Tracer Trio while a
flower petal pattern was used on the Tracer Sport. The Escort wagon largely retained the same
body style, gaining only the new interior, front end and fascia, side-view mirrors, door handles,
badging, and slightly restyled taillamps and reflectors. The black window frames on the doors
of some models became body-colored. Both the Escort wagon and the Mercury Tracer sedan
and wagon were discontinued after The Escort sedan was discontinued in , but continued to be
sold as fleet and rental cars only. It was replaced by the Ford Focus [ citation needed ]. The last
Ford Escort rolled off the assembly line on February 20, The last ZX2 rolled off the assembly
line on March 21, In Mexico, it was replaced by the smaller Ford Ikon. For , the four-door sedan
was limited to fleet sales only and the Escort moniker on the Escort ZX2 was quietly dropped,
making the car officially just a two-door notchback coupe. The Ford Focus debuted in in the U.
Though the two cars share the same Zetec engine, there are a few differences. Thanks to better
gearing and less weight, the ZX2 continued to outperform the Focus. Production ceased at the
end of the model year. The suspension bushings were not installed at the factory but instead
packaged with the car for installation at the dealership. From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia.
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Details. Dealer Raters highest rated independent dealership 3 years in a row. Thank you to all of
our customers who make this possible for us. Our loyalty to you is returned in our value pricing.
We know times are tough now and we are offering a shopping experience tailored to each
individual customer. Please call us to schedule your preferred method of purchase at , 3. Recent
Arrival! These are vehicles that fall outside of our regular Superstore retail guidelines. They are
generally higher mileage, older, lower-priced vehicles that are perhaps? Super Budget Price?
Why Super Budget? Simply put? Many of our customers have a need for basic transportation.
By offering a broader selection of? We've Got You Covered! Local Delivery. Ask Dealer for
Details. Ask for details! We have over cars and trucks for you to choose from. Ask about our
Guaranteed pre-approval. Ask about our Free Oil for Life Program! See more at Check out this
nice low miles Ford Escort ZX2! This car looks and drives great! It's loaded with great features
including a 2. Overall this car is very clean inside and out! It's priced to sell ASAP so give us a
call now! We offer financing with very competitive rates! It is equipped with a 5 Speed Manual
transmission. The vehicle is Black with a Black interior. It is offered As-Is, extended warranty is
available. Come in and bid to get crazy deals! Come during the week or early Saturday to sit in,
start up, and inspect the vehicles before you bid. Gates open at 9AM. You can even test drive
this car to your own mechanic for inspection on weekdays Mon-Fri. Its transmission and Gas I4

2. This Ford ZX2 features the following options: Vinyl door trim-inc: cloth inserts, front integral
map pocket, speaker grille, Trip odometer, Temperature gauge, Tachometer, Speed control,
Solar tinted glass, Smoker's pkg-inc: ashtray, cigar lighter, Rear window defroster, Rear spoiler,
and Rear seat heat ducts. Popular searches. My notifications My Account. Save Search. Enter
your ZIP code to show only relevant vehicles for sale nearby. Search radius. Home delivery
available. Only show local listings. Year s. Type Coupe 5 Sedan 3. Engine Details Transmission
Automatic 3 Manual 1. Drivetrain Front Wheel Drive 8. Fuel Economy. Vehicle Listing Details
Recently added listings. Listings with recent price drops. Price Drop. No accidents. Showing 1 8 out of 8 listings. Overall Consumer Rating. It drives like new. I enjoy driving it and it is a great
gas saver. I can drive all day long and it is fun to drive it. It takes 5 passengers including me the
driver. It drives very smoothly. I can put groceries behind the back seat. I can also put things on
top of the car. It is very useful to me. I love it because it gives the same comfort just like a mini
van or SUV. It is very comfortable. It provides what I need in a car. I do not have to spend a
whole lot of money buying an expensive car because this one provides me what I really needed
in a car. I enjoy driving it and I want other car owners to know that it is not just foreign cars that
saves me gas. I am happy with it. Read more. Read less. Sign Up. For the first time, the two-door
Escort has cast aside its rear hatch in favor of a conventional trunk, moving a rung up the
automotive prestige ladder in the process. While a pre-production ZX2 model exhibited
blitzkrieg 7. Much of the excitement is caused by the use of the Contour's zippy inline-four
Zetec powerplant. The specially tuned 2. Trackside debriefings revealed the handling to be
equally as enticing, averaging Its only performance weakness was exposed in the braking test,
stopping from 60 mph in a merely mediocre feet. Beyond its noteworthy performance, the new
Escort coupe is a solid, refined car that feels tighter than any of its predecessors. The antiseptic
interior features a Spartan dash and mildly bolstered cloth buckets, with only the instrument
cluster adding understated flair. Well-placed switchgear and user-friendly ergonomic design
create a comfortable long-distance cockpit. The curvaceous two-door places a heavy emphasis
on exterior styling, with the Sport variation benefiting from inch aluminum wheels, fog lamps,
and decklid spoiler. While we liked the ZX2's side profile, our test car's Mercury-esque front and
rear fascias and skateboard-like decklid spoiler left us alien autopsy-table cold. For commuting
to college and occasional warp-speed escapes from specimen-collecting saucers, the Escort
ZX2 offers a stellar bargain. It may not offer peaks of excitement, but it's more than pleasant
most of the time. As an automotive relationship counselor, I'd have to advise: Date the others,
marry the Civic. Honda 's impeccable reputation for reliability is far from the overriding
justification for my choice. More important: The Civic is solid, communicative, and
confidence-inspiring. And isn't that the essence of "good handling"? Hard-core enthusiasts are
sad that Honda no longer offers the Civic in "Si" trim. Another dozen horsepower and some
stickier tires would be nice for a start: The EX's ponies leave it a full second behind the horse
Neon from 0 to 60 mph, and its skidpad and slalom numbers Still, the Civic's chassis is so
trust-generating that most drivers, given the scenario that they must escape from an
intergalactic abduction squad, would go faster over a sinuous mountain road in it than in the
Neon. Clearly, speed is not the Civic's forte. Where Honda's popular coupe excels is in overall
execution, with rock-solid construction, masterful ergonomics, and tasteful design. This
balanced approach appeals to owners from all generations, with Gen-Xers in particular eyeing
the abundant aftermarket support for more visceral thrills and bolder styling statement. Though
it has the second-highest base price of the bunch, the U. And a load of folks are willing to pay
that premium for the Honda reputation and feel. Hyundai Tiburon FXTrying to describe the
Tiburon in critical terms is like trying to explain why a jambalaya, with all the correct
ingredients, doesn't taste right-there's just something missing in the mix. Somehow, however,
the combination of the parts in this all-new car from Hyundai doesn't help it achieve its
potential. The up-level, 2. The Tiburon's charge to 60 mph took only 7. However, it stopped from
60 mph in a relatively lengthy feet. Earning only two As on the report card, the Tiburon turned in
a solid B average, suffering most from its inability to isolate the driver from noise and
vibration-a malady common to most of the Gen-X cars. Fortunately, the optional watt stereo in
this car proves to be more than ample to drown any intrusive noise the buzzing engine
provides. Our editors agreed that the stand-out feature of the Tiburon was its styling both inside
and out. It looks more expensive than it really is-an important point for those shopping in this
low-dollar, sporty-coupe segment. We believe that with more refinement, a properly sorted
Tiburon would be a tough act to follow. As for now, you can enjoy driving a sporty car that has
as much styling and attitude as its shark-inspired name suggests. Mitsubishi Mirage LsBehind
closed doors, Mitsubishi 's men in black conspired to develop a rogue coupe with an
attention-grabbing appearance, devilishly sporting character, and politically correct fuel
consumption. The compelling design makes successful use of a hard-edge styling theme giving

the Mirage a crisp, aggressive look. Positioned above the base DE, the LS model further
benefits from the boy-racer decklid spoiler and inch aluminum wheels. A clean interior design
features pleasantly textured surfaces, betrayed by an occasional unobtrusive cost-cutting
measure. The stealth-black interior is offset by flashy fabric seat and door inserts, enhancing
the sporty character. Mildly bolstered front seats proved quite comfortable on a mile weekend
raid to Area 51 in Nevada. However, the rear bench suffers from restricted leg and head room,
which would have been fine for any pint-size "gray" aliens we may have encountered, but
evoked complaints from full-grown humans. Attention paid to achieving the low 0. The marriage
of a 1. True, the Mirage ran second to last in the sprint, but its 8. Through our remaining tests,
the Mirage returned midpack performance. Despite exhibiting good turning response, the
Mirage would really come alive with a GT package offering beefier tires and about 25 more
horsepower. However, on serpentine canyon roads, the well-balanced Mirage LS earned the
distinction of being the most fun to drive due to is taut construction, direct feedback,
responsive engine, and short-throw shifter-Jeff Bartlett. Nissan SX SE-RNissan transforms the
jelly-beanish SX into a factory-built tuner car with the SE-R model, draping the otherwise
bulbous coupe in striking sideskirts and adorning the tires with aluminum wheels. Toss in the
standard decklid spoiler, coat the coupe in a retina-burning paint color, and the tuner-like
exterior metamorphosis is complete. Supporting the SoCal-ready appearance is a litany of
mechanical upgrades including a 2. These components combine to give the SE-R the most
aggressive demeanor of the group, with a sports-car-quick Good feedback through the
suspension and steering system encourage close encounters with the impressive limits of
adhesion, although the taut suspension delivers a somewhat harsh ride in real-world driving.
Vibration and noise are the unwanted bedfellows of such nimble setups, but the trade-off is
made more compelling by the SE-R's numerous virtues. Rowing the too-tall shifter through the
gears like a manic oarsman nets a swift 7. Engage the anti-lock-equipped discs, and the SE-R
halts from 60 mph in a bubble-gum-dislodging feet. All this excitement is experienced in the
most comfortable interior of the bunch, thanks in part to Recaro-like, hip-hugging bucket seats.
Many of these included items are options on the competing cars, so there's still quite a value
here. That's no brag, just fact The Neon is the roomiest of the bunch in four of six interior
passenger dimensions, including all three rear seat categories. For comparison, the next most
powerful entry falls a full 10 mpg back in highway mileage. At the test track, the Neon scored
the best mph time with a strong 7. Though its skidpad cornering power was a mediocre 0. What
the Neon doesn't do well is feel or sound pleasant. Its steering is numb and uncommunicative
until you're hammering around the cones at a racetrack pace. At anything above about rpm, the
2. Its ergonomic shortcomings, topped by a lack of adjustable steering column and a too-low
position for radio controls, put it toward the back of the pack; similarly, fit and finish were
unimpressive. For those who have to stretch a dollar until it screams, the Neon makes good
sense. Toyota PaseoBased on the Tercel's platform, this second-generation Paseo is
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aimed at buyers who want an entry-level commuter car with a bit more style than other, more
boxy offerings. A revvy 1. The little four-banger comes out respectably in fuel consumption,
however, requiring only one gallon of gasoline to propel this pod-like commuter up to 31 miles
in the city and 37 on the highway. The Paseo is the smallest coupe in this comparison, and it
shows. The rear seats, if you can call them that, hold little more than a couple bags of groceries.
Look to the trunk for more cargo space, and you'll be disappointed to find only 7. However, the
feather-weight Paseo's admirable 0. Ask those who have owned a Toyota , and they will likely
tell you a story of worry-free driving, day after day, and year after year. Yes, you might pay a bit
more for a Toyota, but peace of mind is perhaps more valuable than beating someone in a race
to the next secret, alien crash site. Close Ad. Watch Originals. Join MotorTrend. Motor Trend
Staff Words. Share on Facebook Share on Twitter.

