1997 chevy suburban problems

Chevrolet Suburban owners have reported a total of 7, problems for their cars built in the 25
model years listed in the chart below. The chart shows the number of problems reported across
all service years for each given model year of the Chevrolet Suburban. The Chevrolet Suburban
cars have the most problems reported problems. The following chart shows the 29 most
common problems for Chevrolet Suburban cars. The number one most common problem is
related to the vehicle's service brakes, hydraulic 1, problems. The second most common
problem is related to the vehicle's electrical system problems. Car Problems. Table 1. Total
number of problems by model year for Chevrolet Suburban. Table 2. Common problems of
Chevrolet Suburban. Service Brakes. Electrical System. Air Bag. Engine And Engine Cooling.
Power Train. Show more problems Gasoline Fuel System. Other Fuel System. Vehicle Speed
Control. Seat Belt. Parking Brake. Electronic Stability Control. Exterior Lighting. Unknown Or
Other. Air Brake. Child Seat. Interior Lighting. Diesel Fuel System. Traction Control System.
Back Over Prevention. Forward Collision Avoidance. Although we're writing about this
Chevrolet intermittent electrical problem, the issue also occurs on GMC and Cadillac trucks. My
customers have been complaining about this for years, but every time they show up with the
vehicle everything worked properly. And this is why intermittent electrical problems remain
some of the worst issues to solve. With that said, enough people have had the issue, that the
problem finally got solved. Customers complain about intermittent power outages throughout
the vehicle. Sometimes the power door lock starts going off by itself or the dash lights go out.
In extreme circumstances the entire truck loses power. Whenever crazy things like this happen
my mind starts going to a ground connection problem. When symptoms become widespread
and randomized poor electrical connections become suspect. Nevertheless, intermittent ground
connections can cause some really crazy side effects. In this situation we have a failure of the
main ground cable that runs from the battery to the engine block and frame. I have seen several
issues with this one ground cable in many years, make and model General Motors products.
However, the vehicle that brought me a successful diagnosis became a Chevrolet Tahoe. Thank
God for this truck. The Chevrolet intermittent electrical problem got so bad the problem finally
occurred in front of me. When I checked the ground cable for tightness at the battery I saw
looseness at the actual crimp fitting that holds the negative cable in place. Unfortunately, this is
not the only problem I found with this cable. I'm no stranger to complicated automotive
electrical problems. But the issue with this Chevrolet negative battery cable had me scratching
my head. Let me tell you why. As I mentioned the connection where the cable goes into the
battery terminal was loose. So I thought I'll just fix this connection and everything will be fine.
However that wasn't the case. I pulled the cable out, cleaned the end of it and then soldered it
back into the battery terminal. However, the intermittent electrical connectivity of the truck
remained. So I went to the other ends of the ground connection. One is located on the frame of
the truck and the other is on the engine block. We'll get into how to find these connections in
the next section. After performing the same clean and solder repair of the ends of the cable the
problem persisted. At this point I realized that I would have to get a new cable. Highway robbery
if you asked me. We fixed the truck by replacing the battery cable. It appears that water
somehow infiltrates the covering of the cable and rots out the cable from the inside. This is not
the end of the story, because the positive battery cable looks identical in construction to the
negative side. When I grabbed the positive cable and started wiggling it, I got a couple of
dropouts of the electrical system. It's for this reason that I think you should seriously consider
replacing both the positive and negative side battery cables to eliminate this Chevrolet
intermittent electrical problem once and for all. Let's talk about the negative side first. The
battery is on the passenger side of the engine compartment near the firewall. The negative cable
has three total connections and a three wire sensor also plugs into the cable itself. The battery
connection is self-explanatory and tackled first. The next connection becomes the large
connection at the engine block. You can trace the wire down and find that it's mounted to a
stud. The stud threads into the block near the front corner of the cylinder head. It looks like the
nut will come off, but when you start wrenching it out the whole stud usually comes out with the
nut. The final connection on the ground side is a little harder to get at. It mounts to the inside of
the front section of the frame out near the radiator on the passenger side. You can get it from
the underside of the vehicle. However, there is a lower plastic shield with four 7 mm bolts
holding a cover to protect the underside. After you remove this panel you'll be able to reach the
10 mm bolt holding the ground cable to the frame. The new cable comes with the retaining clips
in the right places. You want to make sure that you tuck the cable in just like they did from the
factory. You don't actually see a space between the terminals and the wire. This should keep the
water out and you shouldn't have to worry about repeat failure. The positive battery cable on
these General Motors trucks includes the amp mega fuse. I have yet to see one of these giant
fuses blow. Although the fuse itself isn't the problem the connections to it are. First, I inspected

the fuse to verify it wasn't open or intermittent with a voltmeter while wiggling it. Instead I found
a loose connection. However, I found the lug loosening up that goes into the fuse itself. But
Instead of tightening the connection or replacing just the mega fuse and being done with it, I
started looking at the positive cable. Do you know where this runs to? That's right, it actually
runs to the main fuse box in the engine compartment on the driver side. This means an
interruption in power through this cable can take out any of the individual systems fused in that
main relay and fuse box. The likely hood of the positive cable as the root cause of a Chevrolet
intermittent electrical problem just got a boost. Interestingly enough, when people have
problems with the General Motors positive battery cable they often complain about the power
door lock actuators activating by themselves. With that said, power disruptions while driving
also remain a common complaint. The replacement cable comes with all of the cable anchors in
the proper locations. This means you don't have to be overly cautious with the removal of the
old positive cable. On some of these models this connection to the starter solenoid becomes
integrated into the main positive battery cable. I've heard of people complaining about
intermittent no starts from failure of this positive battery cable. I even had a customer tell me a
story about how the dealership misdiagnosed this intermittent no start on their Chevrolet
Tahoe. The dealership believed that it was a faulty ignition switch. However, after they replaced
the ignition switch the problem continued. When they returned to the dealership a technician
with a little more experience got involved and found a defective positive side battery cable. You
would expect more from a flagship dealer service department. Nevertheless, the Chevrolet
intermittent electrical problem can even throw an experienced technician in the wrong direction.
When these parts malfunction the airbag light can come on. In addition, the trucks main
computer can set various check engine light codes that have nothing to do with the actual
malfunction. These erroneous symptoms can set a technician on the wrong path of diagnosis
from the very beginning. If you own a Chevy truck, take a look at this related article about GM
ignition switch problems. These issues can cause the dash warning lights to flicker and engine
stalling. As an Amazon Associate I earn from qualifying purchases. The search results open in a
convenient overlay. However, the pages from This Website are listed below 4 ads at the top.
Common Chevrolet brake switch problems cause issues with the cruise control. The cruise
control light comes on but the system will not set or hold speed. Review the common causes of
the reduced engine power warning message. The possible car repairs range from a loose
ground to failure of the TPS and throttle actuator assembly. Review 5 maintenance items your
car needs at k miles. An important list for those with high mileage cars and an unknown
maintenance history. Read More. Chevrolet Engine Ground Location. Chevrolet Intermittent
Electrical Problem. Recent Articles. I have carried two families of 8 4 car seats and 4 adults. I
have hauled 1, lbs of equipment with space to spare. Fantastic comfort for long drives, 3 leather
rows. Over my 20k miles I have averaged My 97 4dr k has , miles and is doing great. Other than
regular maintenace as well it is doing good. Can't be more happy with it. I don't think you can
find anything better for pulling. Things I wish they would keep in the new suburbans. A simple,
tuff, and not be afarid to get dirty suburban. The new ones are to nice. Why would you use it for
hauling things in. The only problems I have had with mine is the front brakes and the catalytic
converter. It seems to run great otherwise. I use this truck for a work truck. I usually haul from
to lbs. It now has , miles and has never given me any trouble other than I had the transmission
rebuilt at , miles. I have worked this truck much harder than was intended for it and it has never
let me down. These older ones are stronger and tougher trucks than the newer ones. My wife
drives a Tahoe and it is just not the work horse that my older suburban is although hers IS a
good truck. If you can find one of these Surburbans from to with the 5. You'll love it. My chevy
suburban diesel is fantastic. Popular searches. My notifications My Account. More about the
Suburban. View Photos. List Price Estimate. ZIP Code. See all for sale. Filter by: All ratings 5
stars 4 stars 3 stars 2 stars 1 star. Best truck I've ever owned!! Items per page:. Write a review
See all Suburbans for sale. Sponsored cars related to the Suburban. Sign Up. There are a
number of reasons why a crankshaft position sensor can fail , and a number of symptoms
associated with that failure. Problems with the crankshaft position sensor will often present as
problems with engine timing. If you think your sensor has failed, here are some common
symptoms of a bad crankshaft sensor that can help you in determining whether or not it has
failed. As the engine speeds up, there needs to be adjustments to spark timing and fuel
injection. Without accurate input from the crankshaft sensor, the engine control unit ECU can't
make these adjustments as well as it should. This can result in slow or uneven acceleration.
Without accurate timing information, fuel injection won't occur as efficiently as it should. That
means the engine will need to use more gas and your morning commute will use up more fuel
than usual. Lack of proper spark timing can cause a different problem: one or more of the
cylinders may misfire. That is to say combustion may be disrupted. You will feel, and maybe

hear, this as a brief stutter in the engine. You might feel that the engine runs rough or vibrates
at idle, say, when you're sitting at a red light. This is similar to the above in that it stems from
poor spark timing. As seen with rough idling, sometimes crankshaft position sensor problems
are worse at low engine speeds. Sometimes the engine might even stall out entirely at low
speed if the fuel injectors aren't giving it the fuel it needs. It might be hard to get your engine
started without the fuel it needs or without proper timing. If the crankshaft sensor has failed
completely, and isn't sending a signal to the ECU at all, then the computer won't send any fuel
to the injectors. This will leave you unable to start the car. A failing or failed crankshaft position
sensor may cause the check engine light on your dashboard to come on. A diagnostic scan tool
will show a code between P and P The check engine light doesn't always come on, though, so
you could be experiencing any of the above symptoms for some time before you see the
warning light. There are a number of different problems that can cause similar symptoms to a
crankshaft position sensor problem. Many of the issues mentioned above can be caused by
failures in the ignition system or fuel injection system. Before you conclude that the crankshaft
position sensor is bad, you may need to run some tests. If you are experiencing the problems
mentioned above, then it may very well be time to replace your bad crankshaft position sensor.
However, before you replace it, you might want to run some tests first to confirm that the crank
sensor really is the source of the problem. Check out this article from the experts at 1A Auto to
learn more about how to test a crankshaft position sensor. Orders ship same day when ordered
by 2pm ET. Need your part faster? Choose expedited shipping at checkout. Providing you the
highest quality, direct fit replacement auto parts enforced to the strictest product standards.
Exceeding customers' expectations every day, our team of passionate auto enthusiasts are here
to help. Thousands of how-to auto repair videos specific to year, make and model guide you
step-by-step through your repair. This part will only fit a vehicle with these options. If your
vehicle isn't listed, close the window to return to search. Clear vehicle X. Year Make Model.
Search by Vehicle. Select your vehicle. Year Make Model Search. Bad or Failing Crankshaft
Position Sensor Symptoms There are a number of reasons why a crankshaft position sensor
can fail , and a number of symptoms associated with that failure. Shop Crankshaft Position
Sensors Acceleration Problems As the engine speeds up, there needs to be adjustments to
spark timing and fuel injection. Reduced Gas Mileage Without accurate timing information, fuel
injection won't occur as efficiently as it should. Engine Misfires Lack of proper spark timing can
cause a different problem: one or more of the cylinders may misfire. Rough Idling You might
feel that the engine runs rough or vibrates at idle, say, when you're sitting at a red light. Stalling
As seen with rough idling, sometimes crankshaft position sensor proble
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ms are worse at low engine speeds. Difficult Starting or No Starting It might be hard to get your
engine started without the fuel it needs or without proper timing. Check Engine Light A failing or
failed crankshaft position sensor may cause the check engine light on your dashboard to come
on. Related Issues There are a number of different problems that can cause similar symptoms
to a crankshaft position sensor problem. Guaranteed To Fit Providing you the highest quality,
direct fit replacement auto parts enforced to the strictest product standards. USA Customer
Support Exceeding customers' expectations every day, our team of passionate auto enthusiasts
are here to help. Instructional Video Library Thousands of how-to auto repair videos specific to
year, make and model guide you step-by-step through your repair. Terms of Use Privacy Policy.
Narrow Your Results: Select your year, make, model to find parts that fit Before proceeding,
select your Vehicle, to verify this Part will fit. Year

