1979 chevrolet luv

Bed rot is not insignificant, and the fenders are quite crusty as well. Mileage is listed as 69, and
the seller suspects it is accurate. According to LUVTruck. It is very quiet, free of the usual whine
of the front-drive gears and shifts easily with the floor-mounted control lever that is clearly
marked for four-wheel high, four-wheel low and two-wheel high. The interior looks decent,
certainly good enough for the claimed mileage. The LUV went to two headlights in so would
have been the last year for four headlights. Swapping to a 4 headlight grill is a very common
modification on these little pickups. That is almost definitely what happened here. You will find
grills changed to different years often in the LUV world. I would wager this is a Saw a lot of the 2
wheel versions but not many 4x4s in my area. They tried to keep up with the foreign trucks of
that era and run until the body fell off from rust. They are foreign trucks. They were
manufactured by Isuzu in Japan and shipped as cab-chassis to North America, where they were
fitted with a pickup box. I worked for an auto parts store that had a LUV and a Courier. That LUV
was a better truck in every way! The nose is not original. It looks better with two headlights,
IMHO. Had a 76 for a work beater 20 years ago. It worked ok for a while. Years ago I had an
assistant manager who drove one of these. He loved that little truck. I ran into him several years
later and asked him about the truck. He said it broke in half when the frame finally gave up.
People complain about these and always bring up the rust issues. Now days car makers have
finally figured out who to deal with that, ship them better and rust proofing and products have
improved. None were serious off roaders but never heard any complaints either. Keep in mind
these were cheap little economy cars built to a price. For what they were they were great value
and many still on the road today or for sale on local CL here in the PNW. I dont understand
modern marketing apparently but wish we could still get cheap little Toyota-Datsun-Luvs and
Couriers like we could in the s. Even s Toyota trucks are a hot commodity today. I Almost
bought a new Toyota truck in , but insted invested the money in my old hot rods. He owned it 3
yrs,and put a camper top on it,so all of us 3 boys rode in backon vacations. Pretty Spartan with
NO extras,but ran well. It was a good truck. Provided you were in high range. It would high
center in deep snow. But, you could quickly dig her out with a scoop shovel. I ran normal sized
all season radials. They were incredible on ice. Once, in route to Norfork lake, the county had
took a bridge. It was apparent locals were fording adjacent to bridge abutment. Water came over
the hood and knocked the coil out and our momentum got us on the shoal. Climbed out the
window. Buddy had walked to nearby farm and bought a old 12V coil. Had her back on the road
within an hour. Replaced front wheel bearings once. Mine would go through front brake pads
every 6 months. Re-shimmed the distributor a couple of times. Rotor cap would drop to point
the truck would start missing. Clutch, pilot bearing and pressure plate twice. Unique to the LUV
was the fuel pump initially being powered by ignition key in start position. Afterwards with key
in run position a relay from alternator output powered the fuel pump. If your alternator went out,
the truck would start and only run for 10 seconds. Poor people have poor ways. Truck finally
succumbed to combination of bad A arm bushings, worn out tie rods, worn out distributor,
cracked exhaust manifold, and leaking water pump and rust at approximately K miles. Never
had any rust issues here in the Pacific north wet. Don't post your car for sale in the comments.
Click here to get it featured on the homepage instead. Or subscribe without commenting.
Subscribe to our free daily email to continue reading:. No thanks, maybe later. Already have an
account? Log in. Barn Finds. Jeff Lavery. More: Chevrolet. Like This? Get Our Daily Email.
Comments Suttree. Rube Goldberg Member. Boatman Member. LUV began here in Or it has the
wrong grille in it. Scotty Gilbertson Staff. Chance Thomas. Karl Ott. Steve A. Beater with a
heater! Beatnik Bedouin. Where is Joe Isuzu when we need him..??? Dave Member. Love the
dash design. Mike Russell. He replaced it with a Suzuki Samurai. At least he was consistent.
Mike bunch. Rare Mercury Cougar 20th Anniversary Edition. Frequency: Daily. Get Daily Email
Updates:. Signup for our free daily newsletter: Unsubscribe anytime. Enjoying Barn Finds?
Subscribe to our free daily email to continue reading: No thanks, maybe later. Free View Limit
Reached! A choking pea-soup fog churned up by four madly spinning tires engulfs Toyota's
LUV 4wd pickup as I wrestle it, bucking and howling, toward the rim of the Soup Bowl. The Soup
Bowl is part of Chrysler's off-road-vehicle testing facility, a ravine that gouges ten stories deep
into the overgrown Chelsea, Michigan, landscape. There are about a half-dozen trails out of the
bowl, some as steep as 45 percent. From the top, you feel as though you were standing in the
upper deck of Yankee Stadium. The people at the bottom look very small. Chrysler has
generously allowed us access to its off-road preserve so that we might get better acquainted
with the first two efficiency-era off-road trucks: the Toyota 4wd and Chevrolet LUV four-by-four
mini-pickups. It never even occurs to us that this will also be an opportunity to roar, slide,
bounce, wiggle, and thump through the Michigan countryside unmolested by the authorities.
Not for a second. One obvious fact marks these two Japanese-built pick-'em-ups as the first of
tomorrow's four-by-fours: they're far more fuel-efficient than their much larger domestic

counterparts. A LUV, for instance, will travel 20 EPA city miles on every gallon, about 25 percent
farther than a comparably equipped full-grown Chevy pickup. The government, to no one's
surprise, has duly noted the fuelishness of Blazer-class rigs and will slowly legislate them out
of existence with new 4wd fuel-mileage standards that start in And interest in the big rigs has
already faded significantly, ever since OPEC first dialed back the flow of crude. If you have any
doubt that mini-trucks are the answer, just try to find a dealer that has any in stock. It's been
that way ever since Subaru pioneered the tiny 4wd vehicle back in with its BRAT and 4wd
wagon. But those were gentlemen off-road machines, transformed sedans intended for
light-duty use. The LUV and the Toyota, on the other hand, are trucks, built with all the
heavy-duty functionalism that that term implies. Both of these trucks have been with us a while.
Isuzu sent the LUV over from Japan at the beginning of , and Toyota had its all-wheel-driver on
the market in mid-year. If a 4wd pickup seemed like a good idea way back when fuel was flowing
relatively freely, it's positively inspired now. Still, there's more to their attractiveness than good
fuel economy. Like their 2wd siblings, these 4wd trucks are lighter and more compact than the
domestic pickups. The LUV, at pounds and Numbers like these make the LUV and the Toyota
more nimble, more maneuverable, and easier to park than the chunky full-sized brands. We
have only one self-imposed restriction during the testing: we will not jump the trucks under any
circumstances, because we have learned the hard way that production four-by-fours will twist
themselves into scrap iron when you make like Evel Knievel. The trucks throw up blinding
clouds of dust that settle on every interior surface and pack dirt into our every pore. Hell,
there's even dirt in my teeth. But we do not jump the trucks. Time and again we attack the
slopes, with front hubs locked, transfer cases in low range, and gear levers in first. Door handle
to door handle, we scrabble up the steep, soft grades, the trucks bucking and jumping and
throwing rooster tails of dirtâ€”sometimes into the cabs. Now and again the trucks get hung up
and slither sideways toward each other. We even race up the hills backwards in our search for a
winnerâ€”but mostly just for the fun of it. And it is fun, rollicking good fun, punctuated with
howling tires and howls of laughter. Amazingly enough, only once is there body contact, and
it's light. The first confrontation is judged a draw. Both trucks seem to have equal helpings of
traction and climbing prowess, though the Toyota does exhibit the more colorful climbing style:
the fuel system, for some mysterious reason, starves intermittently, causing the engine to surge
on and off at full throttle, and the chassis jackhammers whenever the tires lose their grip. The
LUV, by comparison, is much more sedateâ€”but no more adept. Four-wheel-drive trucks, of
course, are expected to do much more than just climb out of ravines. So to deepen our
understanding of these two mini-mites, a change of venue is called for. Chrysler, you may know,
builds tanks for the governmentâ€”and they have to test them somewhere, right? The
"somewhere" turns out to be a perfect site for a trail-riding comparison. The surface ranges
from ankle-deep sand to hard-packed dirt. The loop is bounded by trees, shoulder-high banks,
and ditches, while the center of the trailâ€”the part that passes under a tank's bellyâ€”rises high
enough to form a natural divider between the outer and inner lanes in some places. It's high
enough to flip a truck. The able Mr. Sherman again hits on an excellent test procedure. And race
we do, in 2wd this timeâ€”it's easier to hang the tail out in the cornersâ€”on what could easily
pass for a special stage in a pro rally. We bounce, wallow, tilt, slide, and buck furiously around
the course, whipping the dust into a smoke screen; at times I can't so much as see the end of
my hood. The Toyota's lighter and quicker power steering makes feverish steering corrections
easier, but its added height and resulting tippinessâ€”it's five inches taller than the
LUVâ€”make it more intimidating to drive hard. The power difference between the two doesn't
even come into play. The result is another dead heat. The afternoon's foray in, around, and
through the wilds of Chelsea has led us to the surprising conclusion that, in the brush, neither
truck is more capable or more fun than the other. Their relative equality is especially curious
considering the differences in their designs and specifications. The Toyota went in as the
overdog, and one look will tell you why: it's as macho as the Duke was, standing tall enough to
look a Blazer right in the eye. We later discovered that it actually offers 1. The Toyota's 2. Both
were a ball to bash around in, and both stood up to our rambunctious romping without so much
as a trace of fatigue. We hereby pronounce them fit for enthusiast use, and every bit as rugged
as the Essex-class rigs of yore. All of this fun in the woods, however, makes it all too easy to
forget that there's a flip side to this story. And that's just why we devoted but a single day to our
off-road extravaganza. We lived with the trucks on the street for weeks. Unfortunately, neither of
these trucks takes very well to the civilized life. In fact, few vehicles have spent more nights in
the company parking lot than these two. If annoying traits were worth money, these two would
cost a fortune: they accelerate as though loaded with a ton of bricks, they make your ears ring
on the highway, and, worst of all, they have no affinity whatsoever for paved surfaces. They
show their contempt for hard corners by lurching unnervingly and lifting their inside rear

wheels in the fire-hydrant salute. And they both ride, well, like trucks, though the Toyota is by
far the bigger pain in the buttâ€”literally. Our test Toyota acted as if it had concrete for springs
and wrought iron for shocks, bucking and jerking over every crack, wave, and bump in the road.
It was otherwise easy to maneuver, nicely trimmed, and more than roomy enough, but the
feeling that we were inside a giant Shake 'n Bake bag took all the fun out of it. But none was
available for comparison, so we really can't speak to the validity of that claim. The LUV, by
comparison, had a more sophisticated way of dealing with the paved terrain. Its independent
front suspension did a much better job than the Toyota's solid-axle-leaf-spring arrangement.
But we still can't think of a sedan that's as rough-riding as the LUV. And while the LUV doesn't
have any glaring faults, it does suffer because of the cumulative effect of a few smaller
problems: the steering is heavy and slow, the engine is positively anemic, and the cab is
cramped for six-footers. About the only thing these two do well on the street is hauling. Then
they're just wonderful. Both trucks' payload capacitiesâ€”the combined weight of passengers
and cargoâ€”are in the pound range. The "Michigan stopper" is what tractor pullers call a
transfer: 43, pounds of movable weight that can be gradually applied to a skid that claws into
the good earth. Properly adjusted, a transfer can develop enough resistance to stop a hp
competition pulling tractor in its tracks. The stopper belongs to the Michigan Tractor Pullers,
Inc. They've agreed to help us with this final event, a head-to-head test of sheer pulling strength
that's about as subtle as arm-wrestling. Oh, sure, we know hooking a 4wd mini-pickup to a
tractor-pull transfer sounds crazy. That's because it is crazy. It takes quite a bit of figuring and
testing and adjusting for the Pullers to lower the transfer's resistance enough so that our
mini-mites can budge it. That done, the trucks grunt out a couple of runs each. Power talks, and
theToyota chugs its way to the foot mark before stalling out, exhausted. The LUV can manage
only an agonizingly slow foot pull. Then someone jumps a truck. During a jaunt around the
Saline Community Fairgrounds, one of the Michigan Pullers runs the Toyota off the end of a
loading dock or something. He returns with the front axle pretzeled, but the truck is still
drivable. Oh well, we tried to be good. The new generation of 4wd pickups has proved itself as
able as the old guard in most respects. The Toyota and LUV four-by-fours are trucks through
and through: rugged, a blast in the out-back, terrific for hauling gear, and lousy car substitutes.
So there's no need to worry about the future of four-wheeling in an energy-conscious world. The
first of the new economical breed are here, and they are good. We confidently predict that
tomorrow's off-road rider will find his trails happy and his trucks fit. Load Error. Microsoft and
partners may be compensated if you purchase something through recommended links in this
article. Found the story interesting? Like us on Facebook to see similar stories. I'm already a
fan, don't show this again. Send MSN Feedback. How can we improve? Please give an overall
site rating:. Privacy Statement. Opens in a new window Opens an external site Opens an
external site in a new window. Southeast Tucson is the location of this great, little truck.
Regardless of the location, little cues like these can be a tip-off that an owner has really cared
for a vehicle. Not to mention that it looks almost like new. The LUV may have been one of the
first attempts to create a vehicle name from a description of said vehicle. I mean, and so on. The
Chevy LUV may be the first one to actually have the description as its name. Can anyone think
of another example? This one has the original Jasmine Yellow paint, which in Tucson really
says something! There would be some sun damage here after 37 years if this truck would have
been left outside in the sun for that many years. This is one great-looking truck. The only engine
available was a 1. It should look like this under the hood. Thankfully, this is a 4-speed manual
transmission truck and even the pedal covers look pretty good for a truck with , miles on it! Can
you say showroom condition? One call is all it will take to find out. They have gotten pricey in
the last few years. At some point in time, this truck has ties to someone in the USMC; I wonder if
that would help explain its condition? Maybe a retireeâ€¦just vague musings brought on by the
sight of the sticker on the back window!! I love this LUV. I had one, my buddy had one, they just
ran and ran and ran. Priced right, someone buy it. Amazing condition, in the rust belt where I
grew up 5 years after they were new they ran but were rusted to beat hell just like the Jap cars
were. Nice little truck. I just wish small trucks are going to be seen again. I have only heard
happy times with those that had one way back. We used the lowered tailgate as a picnic table on
occasion, or a small smorgasbord for a barbecue in the wild sort of thing. All are good to me. I
remember this generation Chevy LUV. My aunt and uncle had either a or a LUV. It was 2wd, with
a 4spd manual shifting gearbox, seating for 2 adults. But it was a hell of a worker. This is just
like my As a teenager, it was all that. Shell, carpet kit, lowered front end, lifted rear, west coast
mirrors, and a boatload of memories. Drove it for 12 years. My dad had a 78 as well. Had to
upgrade from his 73 after he saw mine. Between the 3 of em, we put K miles on them. Don't post
your car for sale in the comments. Click here to get it featured on the homepage instead. Or
subscribe without commenting. Subscribe to our free daily email to continue reading:. No
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Get Daily Email Updates:. Signup for our free daily newsletter: Unsubscribe anytime. Enjoying
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View Limit Reached! Would you like to sell products for this vehicle on Amazon. Learn how.
There's a problem loading this menu right now. Learn more about Amazon Prime. Get free
delivery with Amazon Prime. Back to top. Get to Know Us. Amazon Payment Products. English
Choose a language for shopping. Skip to main content. Exterior Accessories. Mirrors Exterior
Mirrors Towing Mirrors. Interior Accessories. Amazon Music Stream millions of songs. Amazon
Advertising Find, attract, and engage customers. Amazon Drive Cloud storage from Amazon.
Alexa Actionable Analytics for the Web. Sell on Amazon Start a Selling Account. AmazonGlobal
Ship Orders Internationally. Amazon Rapids Fun stories for kids on the go. ComiXology
Thousands of Digital Comics. DPReview Digital Photography. East Dane Designer Men's
Fashion. Shopbop Designer Fashion Brands. Deals and Shenanigans. Ring Smart Home
Security Systems. Amazon Subscription Boxes Top subscription boxes â€” right to your door.
PillPack Pharmacy Simplified. Amazon Renewed Like-new products you can trust. Amazon
Second Chance Pass it on, trade it in, give it a second life. Please expect shipping and customer
service delays. We appreciate your patience and continued support. Produced in die-cast zinc
with an elegant, rust-preventive triple chrome plating with top mounting holes. View Product
Details. Product LFA. Product LFC. Product LFB. Product TT Wrapping headers maintains
hotter exhaust gases that exit the system faster through decreased density. Increased exhaust
The jacket covers the header tubes vertically allowing for a consistent fit. The fit allows the
exhaust system Heavy-Duty Spray Adhesive is the answer when you need a quick-drying,
long-lasting spray adhesive for a high-temperature application. Extra-strong contact-style
adhesive sets quickly, and lasts even in high temperature Thermo-Sleeve is the combination of
a high temperature fabric laminated to a highly reflective Mylar foil. It provides protection from
radiant heat for hoses and wires. The Turbo Insulating cover is designed to protect and improve
performance of the turbo and will help reduce turbo lag. The cut-to-fit cove comes with a
substantial amount of material to cover turbos from the smallest Quality stainless steel straps
with the dependable multi-lock system. The narrow width straps come with the multi-lock
already attached - just insert the end and pull to tighten. Made in USA. To finish off a clean and
well-protected Exhaust Insulating Wrap application it is recommended to use the Hi-Heat
Coating. The coating will protect the wrap from abrasion and harmful liquid spills. Extra resins
and binders The Suppressor is ideal when both sound and radiant heat control is needed. The
Super Sonic Acoustical mat offers superior sound dampening control to reduce road noise,
rattles, engine noise, and any other noises that are bothersome. The high density polyethylene
film with an aluminum foil This heat shield set offers spark plug wires and boots the ultimate
protection from conductive and radiant heat. These dual-purpose sleeves enhance
performance, reduce misfires, extend plug wire life and will not react with petroleum products.
The double-wall construction keeps the wire and boot cooler in a high-temperature engine This
new silicone-coated fiberglass fire sleeving is designed to protect wires, cables and hoses from
high-temperatu
2006 chevy uplander transmission
pontiac solstice radio
john deere l120 clutch
re exposure, liquid spills and occasional exposure to flame. The high-quality sleeving is made
from braided Thermo-Guard FR offers the best heat and sound insulation! This lightweight,
durable shield does everything: reduces sound, absorbs vibration, protects from radiant heat
and provides an extra layer of insulated padding. Product K Excellent on headlight covers,
taillight lenses, bug deflectors, instrument covers, Use your imagination and you will find many
uses for this heat-reflecting mat. It can be used in applications to protect painted Close
Notification. Toll Free 1. Select Year All Years Select Make All Makes. Select Model All Models.
Products Categories All Categories. View As: Grid Detail. Heavy-Duty Spray Adhesive. Turbo
Insulating Cover. Copper 11 Oz Hi Heat Coating. Black 11 Oz Hi Heat Coating. Aluminum 11 Oz
Hi Heat Coating. Pint Bottle. All Categories. General Information. If you continue to have
problems with this form, please contact us during normal business hours.

